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About SEARG: 

Southeast Asia Research Group (SEARG) was established as a research cluster at the Department of Political Science, University of 

Delhi in 2016. The scholars and the researchers engaged in studying the geo-political realities of the region and its economic dynamics 

have agreed to come together under the umbrella of SEARG to discuss and deliberate upon the issues of common interests and 

concerns for all Southeast Asia watchers. The research group proposes to provide a common platform for all the members to share 

their ideas on the emerging issues and challenges relevant to the region. Though, initially launched as a Discussion Group, the SEARG is 

expected to grow and evolve as a major interactive research forum for sharing ideas and organizing lectures, panel discussions, 

workshops, national and international conferences and associate young and emerging scholars working on the region.  Since past one 

year it has successfully organized several events in collaboration and support with partners such as Nehru Memorial Museum and 

Library, Indian Council of World Affairs, Indian Council for Cultural Relations, Indian Council for Social Science Research, India 

International Centre and India Foundation. The forum envisages active association of all members and hopes to carry it forward at an 

international level for the exchange of ideas and dissemination of knowledge based on the expertise of each of its potential members. 

 

 

 



CONCEPT NOTE 

The promising relationship between India-Vietnam have been guided by nuances of real-politick 

and praxis of diplomacy and geo-strategic concerns. Over the years, Vietnam has emerged as a 

significant player in India’s foreign policy prescriptions—a partner in sub-regional, regional, and 

multilateral fora. It is an integral member of ASEAN and plays an important role in India’s Act 

East policy. The elevation of the Strategic Partnership between the two countries to that of 

‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’ is a clear indication of the goodwill, trust and 

importance the two countries place on their relationship. It is also an acknowledgment of the 

existing strong bilateral defense and security ties and our mutual desire to contribute to 

regional peace, stability, cooperation and prosperity. Moving beyond the ideological linkages, 

both countries have endeavoured to revamp their relations under the realities of world politics 

and subject to global and regional responses of the Great Powers in the Indo-Pacific. 

From ‘strategic partnership’ in 2007 to a ‘comprehensive partnership’ in 2016, the two 

countries have built up synergies for a deeper cooperation between them. These have been 

envisaged in a multi-faceted and a multi-sectoral cooperation on a wide range of issues 

covering political, defense and security relations; trade and commerce; energy cooperation; 

science and technology; capacity building; connectivity links; health, education, culture, tourism 

and people to people exchange; and cooperation  in international, regional and sub-regional 

forums.  

From the strategic lens, Vietnam’s geographical location in Asia pacific has added to its geo-

political importance for the regional players like China, India, Australia and Japan and also for 

the external powers like the United States and its rebalancing strategy in the Asia-Pacific. It has 

become a vital element in the South China Sea dispute given the competing interests of the 

other claimants for the territories in this region. Vietnam’s economic prosperity in recent times 

has added to its bargaining clout vis-à-vis the major regional powers and the United States to 

balance its relations with China and protecting its stakes in the South China Sea. In the 

background of such a geo-strategic matrix, it has been following tradeoff between China and 

the United States, thereby maximizing its strategic independence. In the changing architecture 

of the Indo-Pacific, Vietnam emerges as a significant actor shaping the ‘Great Game’ politics in 

the region. 

As Vietnam faces mounting pressure from China amidst its growing assertiveness in the 

disputed waters of South China Sea, it is looking to multiple partners in Asia and beyond. 

Vietnam has reached out to the United States and stepped up security cooperation with Japan, 

Australia and a number of its Southeast Asian neighbours. India has also been of very special 

strategic interest to Vietnam. Over the years, New Delhi has gradually expanded its defence and 

naval cooperation with Vietnam and assisted in its urgent effort at modernizing the military 

force. India’s outreach to Vietnam has been a clear indication of its open challenge to China in 

its own backyard. The high-level ‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’ between India and 

Vietnam is equally important as it shares the worries about increasing Chinese presence in the 

region. According to security experts, since China continues to increase its influence, defence 



and maritime cooperation and procurements from countries like India, the United States and 

Japan enables Vietnam to uphold its position.  

Furthermore, internal synergies between – India and Vietnam have played a significant role in 

bringing the two countries on the same page building upon mutual trust and cooperation over 

the years. Given the cultural-religious linkages, based on their closer association with the 

historical kingdoms and the impact of Buddhist philosophy to the anti-imperialist struggle 

during the colonial rule and foreign intervention during the Second World War and thereafter, 

both the countries have developed closer ties and a shared destiny. Under the context of geo-

strategic paradigm and the forces shaping the internal dynamics of Vietnam, its foreign policy 

orientations vis-à-vis the ‘Great Powers’ in the region and its engagement with India is a critical 

area of concern. In this sense, the proposed Conference is significant as it aims to undertake a 

comprehensive assessment of the relationship with one of India's most important and enduring 

strategic partners in Southeast Asia – Vietnam in the changing geo-politics of the Indo-Pacific.  

Some of the major issues that can be discussed under the broader rubric of India-Vietnam 

relations in the changing geo-politics of the Indo-Pacific are as below:  

 

1) Vietnam in India’s Act East Policy  

2) India-Vietnam relations and the changing Geo-politics of the Indo-Pacific 

3) Political and Diplomatic Engagements between India and Vietnam 

4) Value-chain and Development Partnership between India-Vietnam-ASEAN 

5) Security, Defense and Strategic Concerns in India-Vietnam Relations 

6) Trade-Commerce and Connectivity Concerns 

7) Science Technology – Culture and Education in India-Vietnam Relations 

8) Energy Security and Maritime Cooperation in India-Vietnam Relations 

9) The South China Sea Dispute and Indian Foreign Policy responses 

10) Traditional and Non-traditional Security Issues in India-Vietnam Relations 
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