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beneficial coexistence 
of all possible life 

forms, in interaction with 
the various environmental 
factors on earth. However, 
it is more than simply the 
collection of flora and 
fauna. Greater the number 
of species in an ecosystem, 
the better it will be to adapt 
to the challenges of the 
anthropogenic factors, and 
the ecosystem as a whole 
will be able to adapt and 
survive.
Healthy ecosystems are 
essential to reap the benefits 
in terms of food, timber, 
water and several others. 
Thus, biological diversity 
plays a major role in the 
protection of the ecosystem 
and simultaneously provides 
resources for sustainable 
development.

A 2019 UN report found 

that 1 million animal and plant species 
are currently threatened with extinction, 
many within decades, which is more 
than ever before in human history. This 
unprecedented loss is caused by none 
other than human-beings. The COVID-19 
pandemic is a reminder of the close 
relationship between human and planetary 
health.

The current issue of Srishti has undertaken 
a very pertinent theme –Diversity in 
nature. India is rich in tremendous natural 
diversity which is an integral part of 
our day to day life. However, the planet 
is passing through expeditious loss of 
several species. The decline in numbers 
and subsequent extinction of species will 
disturb the balance of the globe and directly 
or indirectly is bound to affect human 
life. I sincerely hope that we are able to 
generate sensitivity towards the issue and 
sincere efforts are undertaken by one and 
all towards protecting biodiversity. I am 
glad that Srishti is releasing  for the first 
time  a multilingual issue. I congratulate 
the editorial board for their efforts in this 
direction.

Prof. Narendra Singh 
Principal



Note from the Editor-in-Chief

Naturally, there is more to 
this discussion. The idea 
is to capture this diversity 

in its myriad nature and present 
it to all. This time, people from 
Documentary Direction, Data 
Journalism, History, Commerce, 
Science, etc have contributed to 
the magazine. 

The magazine is also multilingual 
for the first time, given the fact 
that our college has six language 
departments. Srishti’s board 
members proudly present to 
its readers articles, stories 
and poems in Urdu, Persian, 
Arabic, Hindi, Bengali along 
with English. The edition also 
comprises a comic strip which 
was sketched by two talented 
college students partially in 
Dehradun and Kottayam, during 
the online phase of this particular 
session. Often many students 
have interest in joining the fight 
against crime with wildlife, and 

so Srishti presents to 
such readers with an 
exclusive interview with 
an Indian Forest Service 
Officer! 

Srishti has also joined 
the Azadi Ka Amrut 
Mahotsav celebrations 
by including two 
sections. First being 
an Environment Policy 
Timeline depicting 
various national policies 
in a chronology since 
1947. Second being 
Perspectives from 
States which includes 
experiences of nature 
and environment from 
different states from 
college students.

Our attempt therefore 
is to make it a magazine 
for all. In making this 
endeavor a success, I 
press on the special 
efforts of the Board 
Members and the Design 

Team who toiled for 
hours behind the editing, 
collating and perfecting 
the content for what it is 
in the pages. On behalf 
of the board, I would like 
to thank Prof. Narendra 
Singh, Principal, Zakir 
Husain Delhi College, 
Dr. Ratnum Kaul Wattal, 
Convenor of Aranya, 
Miss Deeksha Yadav, 
Department of English 
and Prof. Sangeeta 
Pandita, Department 
of Chemistry, to have 
always supported this 
student-led endeavor. 
I also thank the 
many professors who 
contributed an article 
to us. Also on behalf of 
the board, I extend my 
heartfelt thanks to the 
Core Team and various 
other teams within 
Aranya, without whose 
support the magazine 
would not have been a 
reality. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Pramit Lahiri

B.Sc. (Hons.) Zoology

THEME OF MAGAZINE:
Diversity in Nature and Environment.

Mainstream discussions of the environment are 
stereotypically seen as a jurisdiction of science. Yet 
in reality, people from all walks of life inhabit this 
environment.

माता भूममः पुत्रोऽहं पृमिवाः।
Earth is my mother and I am her child.

 Source – Atharvaveda 12.1.12
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to be the cleverest 
of all species, but 

he alone is responsible 
for destroying the only 
planet that we have. We 
are in the middle of a 
biodiversity crisis caused 
due to anthropogenic 
causes. According to the 
2019 Global Assessment 
Report on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services, the 
species’ extinction rates 
are increasing rapidly. Each 
species within an ecosystem 
serves an important 
function, and therefore, the 
loss of a particular species 
can result in the collapse of 
the entire ecosystem. The 
loss of biodiversity, in turn, 

results in the spread of pathogens. From 
the global COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
learnt that the spread of zoonotic diseases 
will remain a persistent problem. These are 
caused primarily because of deforestation 
and the consequent loss of biodiversity. 
The key takeaway from this for the society 
is that protecting biodiversity is crucial for 
maintaining public health.

Deforestation and loss of biodiversity also 
result in climate change. However, let’s not 
forget that climate change is also a cause 
of loss of biodiversity. It is essential to bear 
in mind the two are related and largely 
human-induced. Protecting biodiversity 
can help us adapt to climate change. We 
have a major role to play, since we are an 
integral part of this ecosystem. Let’s make 
sincere efforts to conserve other species 
in this world and remember that we are all 
linked. 

Dr. Ratnum K. Wattal
Convenor, Aranya ZHDC



Miss Deeksha Yadav
Assistant Professor, Deparment of English

“What is it you plan to do with your one 
wild and precious life?”, writes the well-
known nature poet Mary Oliver in her 
poem titled “The Summer Day ‘’. In a way 
this current edition of Srishti echoes 
Oliver’s sentiments as we not only focus 
on policies and other steps taken by the 
State as well as local communities for 
conserving the environment, but also 
how an individual responds to nature, 
to the climate crisis around them,  thus 
constantly asking us to reflect on the 
simple yet complicated question such 
as what is it that we, as part of nature, 
should do to take care of it? Hence 
in this current edition of Srishti, we 
have incorporated personal accounts 
submitted by students from Zakir Husain 
Delhi College as well as scholars from 
eminent institutions in India. From poetic 
descriptions of Wayanad and Assam 
to looking at the steady deterioration 
of the scenic landscape of Morni Hills, 
the articles lay emphasis on the deep 
connection we share with nature, how 
we have forgotten about it, and the dire 
need to re-establish that bond with 
nature. The accounts showcase a keen 
attention to the world around us, as well 
as a growing worry regarding the drastic 
changes in that very same world. With 
a growing realisation that humans are 
not separate from the natural world, and 
their actions have led to some significant, 

often irreversible changes (this being 
one of the hottest April in Delhi in the 
last fifty years), students’ and scholars’ 
works on climate crisis, which forms of 
significant portion of the current edition 
of Srishti, brings to the fore concerns 
not just about the damage being done 
to planet Earth, but also looking at ways 
through which we can at least attempt 
to remedy the ever worsening situation. 

The current edition of Srishti has 
also diversified not just in terms of 
themes, but also in terms of forms of 
expressions- by including film reviews, 
poetry, comic strips etc. all of which 
represent our anxieties regarding the 
environment in novel and interactive 
ways. It also includes a national 
environment policy timeline, which 
would be very informative for anyone 
interested in looking at how climate 
crisis is being dealt with. Thus, there is 
everything for everyone. The student 
team of Srishti deserves all the praise 
for creating an environment magazine 
that would appeal to a wide range of 
audience, that promises to generate 
some kind of reflection and discussion 
for its readers, to leave them with that 
lingering question as put forth by Mary 
Oliver- what is it that we plan to do with 
our one wild and precious life?
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Prof. Sangeeta Pandita
Department of Chemistry
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As environmental and climate 
challenges continue to concern us, 

we may want to be part of the solution 
more ardently now as we have been 
before. Making a difference in protecting 
endangered species, rejuvenating our 
rivers and water resources, reducing 
the generation of non-biodegradable 
waste or reducing carbon footprints, 
may all require us to take a close look 
at how we live. We need more eyes and 
ears to generate better perspectives. 
Widespread awareness and collaboration 

between scientists and those of us 
who are just curious or concerned and 
motivated to make a difference, the 
ordinary citizens, is the need of the 
hour. Effective communication through 
writing can be a powerful means for 
your message to reach out.
Aranya, the Nature and Environment 
Society of Zakir Husain Delhi College, 
has been working among the college 
fraternity towards sensitizing and 
involving students in activities aimed 
at preserving and nurturing Nature and 
spreading awareness about the topical 
issues concerning the environment. 
Through writings, reports and 
captivating pictures in its student run 
magazine, Srishti of Aranya reaches 
out to its readers regularly. I am sure 
the members of Srishti and Aranya will 
continue to contribute to the wellbeing of 
our environment through their untiring 
and sustained efforts and will initiate 
and strengthen outreach programs.

My good wishes are always with the 
whole team.

““
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Source: https://in.pinterest.com/ 

ted history. The prelude 
to the concept of environ-
mentalism is often associa-
ted with the  early 1800s in 
Europe when the existence 
of another ideology was 
already underway- ‘Roman-
ticism.’Unlike what the name 
suggests, Romanticism was 
not an artistic or intellectual 
movement based on love 
but emotion! Romanticism 
placed a lot of emphasis on 
nature, wanting people to 
appreciate the woods for 
their beauty, challenging the 
solely scientific view many 
had of nature at the time. 
But the reality of the dawn 
of environmentalism can be 
traced way back to the late 
2nd millennium BC and early 
1st millennium BC. Vedic sa-
ges praised the wild forests 
in their hymns. Taoists ur-
ged that human life reflect 
nature’s patterns,and the 
Buddha preached compas-
sion for all sentient beings.

Some of the earliest hu-
man stories contain lessons 
about the sacredness of 
wilderness, the importance 
of restraining our power, 
and our obligation to care 
for the natural world.In the 
Mesopotamian Epic of Gil-
gamesh, we see apprehen-
sion about forest destruc-
tion and drying marshes. 
When Gilgamesh cuts down 
sacred trees, the deities cur-
se Sumer with drought, and 
Ishtar (mother of the god-

In ancient Greek mythology, when the hunter Orion vows to kill all the ani-
mals, Gaia objects and creates a great scorpion to kill Orion. When the scor-
pion fails, Artemis, goddess of the forests and mistress of animals, shoots 
Orion with an arrow. 

Source: pinterest.com 

dess Earth) sends the Bull of Heaven to punish Gilgamesh.In 
ancient Greek mythology, when the hunter Orion vows to 
kill all the animals, Gaia objects and creates a great scorpion 
to kill Orion. When the scorpion fails, Artemis, goddess of 
the forests and mistress of animals, shoots Orion with an 
arrow.
In North America, Pawnee Eagle Chief, Letakots-Lesa, told 
anthropologist Natalie Curtis that “Tirawa, the one Abo-
ve, did not speak directly to humans. He showed himself 
through the beasts, and from them and from the stars, the 
sun, and the moon should humans learn.”

Early environmental responses can be traced back to as 
early as the Indus Valley Civilisation of Mohenjo Daro (an 
ancient city in modern day Pakistan). They were already 
recognising the effects of pollution on human health and 
practiced waste management and sanitation. In Greece, as 
deforestation led to soil erosion, the philosopher Plato la-
mented, “All the richer and softer parts have fallen away and 
the mere skeleton of lands remains.” Communities in India, 
China, and Peru understood the impact of soil erosion and 
prevented it by creating terraces, crop rotation, and nutri-
ent recycling. En
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“The goal of life is living in agreement with nature.”
-Zeno - 450 BC (from Diogenes Laertius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers)

Environmentalism has 
been described in 

many distinct ways. Mer-
riam-Webster defines en-
vironmentalism “a theory 
that views environment 
rather than heredity as the 
important factor in the de-
velopment and especially 
the cultural and intellectual 
development of an indivi-
dual or group.” And some 
other definitions including 
ones from wikipedia: “En-

Brhamjot Singh
B.Sc. Life Sciences 

In the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh, we see apprehension about forest 
destruction and drying marshes. When Gilgamesh cuts down sacred trees, 
the deities curse Sumer with drought, and Ishtar (mother of the Earth god-
dess) sends the Bull of Heaven to punish Gilgamesh. 

Source: penguinrandomhouse

vironmentalism denotes a 
social movement that seeks 
to influence the political 
process by lobbying, acti-
vism, and education in order 
to protect natural resources 
and ecosystems.”  Regardless 
of what source one uses, the 
intent or soul of this word is 
environment protection. 

The environmental move-
ment is truly fascinating, 
with a long and complica-
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necessary thing for us to turn again to the Earth and in the 
contemplation of her beauties to know the sense of wonder 
and humility.”

The past few years have been the bearer of bad news for 
almost all aspects we consider.  Especially, if we examine 
the dire effects of climate change seen worldwide, many-a-
time a sense of “Climate Doomism” seems to come to light.  
Amidst all the bad news, the sense of camaraderie that peo-
ple around the world share towards the vision of ‘Harmony 
among Nature and Humans’ has borne the fruits of labor. 
The past few years have been so bleak with the pandemic 
bringing tragedy and confusion all over. But even in tough 
times, positive stories and trends emerged: species were 
brought back from the edge of extinction; interest in re-
newable energy surged; new protected areas were created, 
and a few indigenous  female  leaders got some long-over-
due credit and recognition.

So, looking back at some of the positive environmental sto-
ries from the past few years, a flicker of hope lingers on that 
we as a generation can and will make a difference.

Due to the pandemic, the 
world became much more 
aware of the connections 
between environmental de-
struction, agriculture, live-
stock, wildlife, trade, and 
human disease. The “One 
Health” approach came into 
vogue, being reported on by 
news outlets such as Forbes.

Amid the troubling trend of 
biodiversity loss, research-
ers and conservationists 
have carried out ambitious 
rescues and captive-breed-
ing programs, bringing sev-
eral species back from the 
brink of extinction. Several 
species believed to be ex-
tinct were “rediscovered” 
this year. The New Guinea 
singing dog, thought to exist 
only in captivity, was found 
in the wild using eDNA sam-
pling. Also, more than 100 
years after its last recorded 
sighting, a plant, Olax nana, 
has been rediscovered in 
Gujarat, and the village now 
fights to protect it.

Demand for renewable en-
ergy technologies such as 
solar, wind, smart grids, 
and electric vehicles have 
surged. Wind and solar gen-
eration accounted for one-
tenth of global energy pro-
duction in the first half of 
2020. 

Myanmar officially protected 
156,000 hectares (386,000 
acres) of remote, high-alti-
tude forest that is home to 
the critically endangered 
Myanmar snub-nosed mon-
key (Rhinopithecus strykeri) 
and the red panda (Ailurus 
fulgens). 

The idea that Indigenous 

Bertrand Russell and Albert Einstein’s 
Manifesto

Source: thebulletin.org 

Perhaps the first real environmental activists were the Bis-
hnoi Hindus of Khejarli, who were slaughtered by the Ma-
haraja of Jodhpur in 1720 for attempting to protect the fo-
rest that he felled to build himself a palace.

The 18th century witnes-
sed the golden dawn of 
the modern environmental 
movement. In Britain as a 
response to the Industri-
al Revolution, the environ-
mental movement grew 
very strongly. With no en-
vironmental regulation to 
stop them, the factories that 
emerged during  the indust-
rial revolution polluted air 
and water and expanded into 
beautiful farmlands. Quickly, 
there was a backlash to the 
factories with people calling 
for wild spaces to be protec-
ted. The environmental mo-
vement only continued to 
grow in the 1950s, 60s, and 
70s with many influential 
books being published, such 
as A Sand County Alma-

Rachel Carson shown here in a 1950s photograph alongside the cover of her 
landmark 1962 book, “Silent Spring,” Houghton Mifflin hardback.

Source: www.rachelcarson.org

nac (1949’ and Silent Spring 
(1962). Silent Spring, written 
by the American biologist 
Rachel Carson, is especial-
ly influential as it exposes 
the harmful and dangerous 
effects of the pesticide DDT. 
This book was so influential 
in the climate movement 
that it resulted in the estab-
lishment of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency in 1970 
and the banning of DDT in 
1972. The 1970s were greatly 
important for the green mo-
vement with many groups 
like Greenpeace being for-
med. The first Earth Day and 
the UN’s first environmental 
conference also happened in 
the 70s. During the 1980s, a 
growing awareness of global 
warming brought the en- First edition book cover of Aldo 

Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac. 

Source: Wikipedia

vironment even more into 
the mainstream.
Ecology grew into a full-
fledged, global movement 
with the development of 
nuclear weapons. Albert 
Einstein, who felt morally 
troubled by his contribution 
to the nuclear bomb, draft-
ed an anti-nuclear manifes-
to in 1955 with British phi-
losopher Bertrand Russell, 
signed by 10 Nobel Prize 
winners. The letter inspired 
the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. Rachel Car-
son brought the environ-
mental movement into focus 
with the 1962 publication of 
Silent Spring, describing the 
impact of chemical pesti-
cides on biodiversity. “For 
the first time in the history 
of the world”, she wrote, “ev-
ery human being is now sub-
jected to contact with dan-
gerous chemicals.” Shortly 
before her death,she ex-
pressed the emerging eco-
logical ethic in a magazine 
essay: “It is a wholesome and 
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Milleu 
and Millinea:
Then and Now

Utkarsh Shukla
B.A. (Hons.) History
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An Extinction Rebellion protest calling for stronger action to 
reduce climate change

Source:  https://www.smh.com.au/ 

One Health Infographic

Source:  One Health Commission

people and local communi-
ties play a key and central 
role in stewarding natural 
resources and protecting 
the environment is not news. 
But this year, there were 
more academic papers and 
advocacy campaigns around 
the issue, as well as more 
media coverage. 

People around the world 
shifted towards sustainable 
practices in everyday activi-
ties. A significant increase in 
awareness about the envi-

ronment and climate change 
was seen these past years. 
Convergence, Community 
and Justice are among the 
key conservation trends that 
emerged in this pandemic 
era. 

Along with these, many other 
stories emerged like a forest 
area greater than Madagas-
car has re-grown around the 
world since 2000. Grauer’s 
Gorilla population was seen 
to be doubled according to a 
new survey, and indigenous 

agroforestry revived profit-
able palm trees and the At-
lantic forest etc.

This proves that the efforts 
we put, however small, make 
ripples of changes around us 
that magnify and on a glob-
al scale, make a huge differ-
ence. Let us keep working 
towards a green legacy be-
cause each step we take will 
surely reflect in people and 
places around us.



shaped these societies and 
declined at will of the envi-
ronment. A worthy mention, 
the Harappans could com-
pete with any of the mod-
ern civilizations of today 
when it comes to drainage 
system and waste manage-
ment, covered and hidden 
underground drainage sys-
tem marking its existence 
6000 years  ago. Trust me, 
they had ample opportuni-
ties to dodge this responsi-
bility. Inamgoan near Pune 
had developed a sustain-
able culture around 3500 
BC. Archeologists unearthed 
large rectangular houses, 
burial sites and remains of 
a canal irrigation system. 
Sources suggest that wild-
life conservation, particu-
larly protection of elephants 
(as it contributed to the Ele-
phantry) in India dates back 
to the fourth century BC 
during the time of Kautilya 
and Chandragupta Mau-
rya, and there were severe 
penalties for those found 
guilty of cruelty to animals. 
A Mauryan descendant, Pi-
yadasi ( Ashoka the Great) 
had strictly banned burning 

chaff after harvest. This propagates an idea of how much  
importance Ashoka had attached to the environment back 
in the third century BC. Pointing out how chaff burning in 
rural areas adjoining Delhi has contributed to thick smog in 
the national capital  region and adds more thought to Asho-
ka’s Green Legacy.  
With regard to modern times, fancy ideas put in black and 
white, talks of feudalism, capitalism,  socialism and what 
not. Nature is man’s inorganic body, says the mighty social-
ists. Feudalism  exhausted the soil and the labor power from 
which it derived revenues, rendering the population  vul-
nerable to disease. Capitalism propagates an idea of Green 
Capitalism which is a total mismatch with their work eth-
ics .Somewhere in the crux of these ideas, which aims to 
deliver profit, more or less, to all of the stakeholders, lies 
the instigator of brutality that nature is served with. En-
vironmentalism as a political belief system has never been 
value-free and thus has been able to take vastly different 
political forms. From the Punic Wars to the World Wars, 
history proves that. 
 
American Historian Elliot West said that “Environmental 
history is, among other things, a lengthy  account of human 
be
ings over and over imagining their way into a serious pickle.” 
A not so obvious  translation states that human society 
can be understood by reason rather than narratives. Never 
has it been more important to understand how the natural 
world works and how to help it. With our  help it can recov-
er. History can offer the necessary wisdom to pursue this. 
The myth that we must  have more will render us collateral. 
The earth is all that we have in common, a good amount of  
courage is required to take concrete steps. For the record, 
courage isn’t a courtesy but a manifestation of our free will. 

Work Cited:

• Early Social Formations Book by Farooqui
• India’s Ancient Past by RS Sharma 
• Ancient India: From the Stone Age to the 12th Century by 

Upinder Singh
• The Wonder that was India by A. L. Basham
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 A debated Harappan Ruin : 
Granary Or What?

Source: The Wonder that was India 
(A L Basham)

History is a set of facts that invite narratives. We argue, 
we amend and conclude as per our  convenience. We 

live in a civilization and with a steady pace, we get used to 
the world around us. We begin to take the world for grant-
ed and thus a crisis unfolds. When human beings built their 
first  settlement, the land and sea around them was full of 
life. For generations, this stable Eden nurtured  our growing 
civilizations. Since the earliest epoch (a geological division 
of time) in which we as a  species succumbed, survived and 
thrived, the environment stood by as our very Guardian An-
gel. History  in this sense is an adventure. A journey across 
time and space.  

The affair between history and environment isn’t clandes-
tine but quite vibrant and evident. For instance, historians 
value their sources in order to knit a better and believable 
story. These  sources survive or disintegrate at the discre-
tion of the environment they are put to.  An interesting ex-
ample comes from the Altamira Caves in Spain. It consists 
of painting from an ancient era. Yes, our ancestors used to 
draw and paint somewhat 30,000 years ago. Charcoal paint-
ings of the contemporary fauna, hand prints and plethora of 
ancient art are enough to leave us amazed. It couldn’t

survive the contemporary 
environmental landscape, 
ultimately losing its serene 
ambiguity. Humans are a 
near finished product of a 
perennial evolution. We, 
the technical wizards of to-
day, started our journey on 
this planet as species/the 
first animate matter some-
what 1600 million years af-
ter the formation of earth, 
i.e. 3600 million years ago. 
We humans cannot easily 
comprehend the time span 
over which the evolutionary 
process in nature is spread. 
Humans are accustomed to 
dealing with time on a com-
paratively minute scale. But 
history offers us an oppor-
tunity to dive into this criti-
calness efficiently. Sufficient 
archeological findings prop-
agate the footprints of the 
then environmental land-
scape. Since then, a complex 
bio-cultural evolution fu-
eled by an environment has 
shaped history. From subtle 
survival tactics in the initial 
stages to the mighty wars of 
a civilized society, the envi-
ronment had a role.  

Sans the evolution histo-
ry, we as finished products 
served nature through ages, 
cultures shaped  around of-
ferings delivered through 
and to nature. Our ances-
tors were clever enough to 
invent a set of ideas, rules 
that help nourish nature and 
be rewarded in turn. Ruins 
of civilizational masterpiec-
es  from ancient times can 
be traced around rivers, the 
mighty Romans on the banks 
of Tiber, liberating Harap-
pans embracing the Indus, 
the ‘Gift of Nile’ i.e., Ancient 
Egypt, the environment 
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 Paleolithic Art potraying a bull and an oxen

Image Credits: A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India - by - Upinder Singh

Ruins of the Harappan Drainage Patter

Image Credits: A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India - by - Upinder Singh



Remember the time when you were crossing an area not 
far from Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh called Ghazipur 

and suddenly you saw a mountain from a distance? Con-
fused, you asked your father what it was and he told you it’s 
not something to look at. You didn’t get what he meant until 
you passed by and had to roll your windows up because the 
smell was unbearable and you could only see what  seemed 
like a million hawks up there in the sky.So, do we talk about 
something called the mountain of shame of Delhi or do we 
pass by rolling our windows up pretending like it does not 
exist? 

The smelly pile of garbage in Delhi is reaching new heights 
and is expected to dwarf the Taj Mahal next year. Accord-
ing to municipal officials, the waste heap in East Delhi has 
already grown to 65 meters (213 ft) in height. Ghaziabad de-
velopment authority (GDA) owned land that was once used 
to build a sewage treatment plant. However, over time, 
the region has been transformed into a massive dumping 
ground for unsorted rubbish from Indirapuram, Vasundha-
ra and Vaishali. According to the previous master design, 
the sewage treatment plant (STP) was planned to be only a 

15-foot-high heap of garbage but it is 
b e - coming a fetid 

symbol for 
the world’s 
most polluted 

city, according 
to the United Na-

tions. Ghazipur landfill, 
which covers an area 

of more than 40 football 
fields, is growing at a rate 
of over 10 meters each 

year, with no end in 
sight to its foul-smell-

ing expansion. It 
is already more 
than 65 meters 

(213 feet) high, according to 
East Delhi superintendent 
engineer Arun Kumar. Every 
day, almost 2,000 tonnes of 
waste is dumped in Ghazi-
pur. Hawks and other birds 
of prey hover around the 
towering Ghazipur landfill 
on the eastern fringe of New 
Delhi, stray cows, dogs, and 
rats wander at will over the 
huge expanse of smoking 
filth.

However, the influence of 
waste on the climate in the 
medium to long term is 
hardly discussed. The aver-
age annual rainfall in Delhi 
is 714.6 millimeters. Summer 
and winter temperatures 
in Delhi’s semi-arid climate 
range from 18.7 degrees to 
40.3 degrees. Summer tem-
peratures in Delhi, however, 
reached 48 degrees Celsius 
for the first time in 2021. 
According to Ajay Nagpure, 
Head of Air Pollution at the 
World Resources Institute 
(WRI), the landfill generates 
massive amounts of meth-
ane gas, which is responsi-
ble for global warming and 
climate change. According 
to a 2012 study on methane 
emissions from Delhi dump 
sites, the three landfill sites 
of Bhalswa, Ghazipur, and 
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India’s 
Coal Crisis

You might have been 
reading such news for 
quite some time. About 

how there is an impending 
energy crisis in India or the 
world I should say. India 
could be on the verge of a 
power crisis as the stock of 
coal held by the country’s 
thermal power plants has hit 
critically low levels. Many 
power plants are operating 
with zero reserve stock or 
with stocks that could last 
just a few days. Some States 
have witnessed partial load-
shedding aimed at saving 
power. More than half of 
the country’s 135 coal-fired 
power plants are running on 
fumes - as coal stocks run 
critically low. In a country 
where 70% of the electricity 
is generated using coal, 
this is a major cause for 
concern as it threatens to 
derail India’s post-pandemic 
economic recovery.
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Okhla emitted 91.23 Gg/year, 3845.20 Gg/year, and 77.42 Gg/year of gas, respectively. (A 
gigagram, or Gg, is a unit of weight equal to one million grams.) 

Ghazipur’s so-called waste “recycling” site is not only a climatic hazard but has also caused 
man-made disasters. During strong rains in 2018, a portion of the hill collapsed, killing two 
individuals. Following the deaths, dumping was prohibited, but the ban only lasted a few 
days since officials were unable to find an alternative. The issue concerns the Municipal 
Corporation of Ghaziabad’s failure to comply with the Solid Waste Management Rules, 
2016, by failing to collect waste from Indirapuram, Vasundhara, and Visalia that was being 
dumped at Shakti Khand. Non-biodegradable garbage was neither being separated nor 
recycled. Concerning total dissolved solids and iron, the groundwater quality at the dump-
site at Shakti Khand-4, Indirapuram was far beyond the acceptable limit. Mixed municipal 
solid waste (MSW) was also deposited on a 30,000 sq. m. plot, with dump  site heights 
ranging from 5 to 15 feet at different locations.Alternatives to landfills in the form of this 
garbage mountain include waste-to-energy incineration, anaerobic digestion, compost-
ing, mechanical biological treatment, pyrolysis and plasma arc gasification, in addition to 
the trash reduction and recycling efforts. These can be made more financially appealing 
than landfills depending on local economics and incentives.One can only hope that when 
we see the capital of our country, rich in history, food, culture, and various ethnicities, it 
does not get recognised for a waste disposing mountain adding danger to human lives on 
greater levels. This brings an urge to raise one’s voice and demand for a legitimate and en-
vironment friendly disposal of debris. 



them and with increasing innovation which is making them cost-effective can be a 
long-term solution. Another solution is nuclear power plants but the problem is unlike 
other power plants it needs much more area and management as it produces energy in 
enormous amounts and is hard to manage. But with proper research and with government 
backing, it can turn out as the main energy source for India. The best thing about these 
renewable sources is they do not emit carbon dioxide and are hence eco-friendly. With 
proper measures and implementation India can set an example to the world and come out 
as a green country.
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So, what are the reasons behind this looming pan-India 
situation? The main reasons are  the revival of the economy 
. Post covid the economy rebounded higher than expected, 
new start-ups and the festive and wedding season has 
resulted in increased energy demands all across the country.
(any reliable source for this? Weddings and industries have 
been here all along. Infact wedding size has reduced. Pls 
check. Along with this, heavy rains in coal mine areas during 
September thereby adversely affecting the coal production 
as well as despatch of coal from mines. Failure of companies 
to stock an adequate amount of coal before the onset of 
monsoon further added to the pile. Increase in prices of 
imported coal to unprecedented high levels  leading to a 
substantial reduction in power generation from imported 
coal-based power plants leading to more dependence on 
domestic coal. Post covid the surge in electricity demand 
worldwide due to revival of the economy  shot up the global 
coal prices. Imported coal price of Indonesian coal has 
jumped from $60/tonne in March-2021 to $160/tonne (in 
September/October 2021) of 5,000 GAR (Gross as received) 
coal. That’s almost triple fold. Importing coal at these prices 
means increasing the cost of energy which the consumer 
has to pay which eventually directly or indirectly have an 
inflationary impact. China even after being the largest 
producer of coal is falling short of Black gold and with its 
ability to buy gold at any price have deepened the void and 
skyrocketed the price. In recent years, India’s production 
has lagged as the country tried to reduce its dependence on 
coal to meet climate targets.

What do we need to do? Although it’s hard to say how long 
the situation will persist, experts are cautiously optimistic 
by saying that the prevailing situation will die out with 
monsoon ending and winters approaching, which will 

reduce energy demand. It is 
a humongous challenge to 
meet the country’s whopping 
demand for electricity of 
around 4 billion units per 
day (and increasing), along 
with a need to reduce its 
dependence on heavily 
polluting coal-burning 
power plants. Although such 
huge demands can’t be met 
by other sources in such a 
short time it still is a wake-
up call for India. Rationing 
domestic power supplies, 
especially in rural and semi-
urban areas, may emerge 
as one of India’s easiest 
solutions but it comes with 
the problem of jeopardising 
the country’s fragile 
economic recovery. Running 
hydropower plants at full 
capacity- with monsoon 
the dams can be operated 
at higher utilization rates to 
meet demands.

The short-term fixes may 
get us out of the current 
situation but India has to 
think long term not just for 
meeting the demands but 
from an environmental view 
also. We need to expand 
our horizons and develop 
more renewable sources 
of energy. All these fossil 
fuel powered plants cause 
a lot of  pollution and with 
constant development and 
increasing energy demand, 
conventional methods 
are not sustainable. India 
has huge potential for 
renewables. It is the third-
largest country producing 
renewable energy but it still 
has much more potential. 
India has a huge potential 
for solar power. Subsidising 

Image Credits: India TV News
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Rainfall and snowfall in the 
Hindu-Kush Himalaya will 
continue to decline. The 
flow of water in major Indian 
river systems  is predicted 
to fall affecting food 
production and livelihood 
of a huge population 
residing in Ganges, Indus 
and Brahmaputra basins. 
Unexpected monsoons 
with intense precipitation 
but for shorter intervals 
will further deteriorate the 
water situation. Flash floods 
are predicted to become 
severe and frequent and 
so will be the incoming 
droughts. About one third 
of India’s population live 
along the coastline and 
rising sea levels risk their 
lives, property, livelihood - 
when the Indian Ocean has 
risen an average of 3.2 mm 
per year over the last two 
decades,  the question of 
survival remains(7).

Rising sea levels to ice 
sheet collapses - all in all 
will be creating a mayhem 
in the Indian subcontinent 
where everyday a new 
natural disaster will affect 
the population in every 
other part of the country. 
Cities like Kolkata, Mumbai, 
Chennai that have a dense 
population and are low-lying 
will be hit severely impacting 
lives, infrastructure and 
property. The livelihood of 
this population is largely 
based on the coasts but the 
disappearance of coral reefs, 
degradation of mangroves 
and saline intrusion into the 
water table decreases the 
production from agricultural 
lands and natural ecosystems 

markedly - thus making it 
difficult for them to survive. 
Extreme weather events can 
contribute to instability and 
can bring food insecurity,  
water shortages in play 
which will in turn drive 
resource competition, 
political fragility, economic 
weakness or large-scale 
migration making it 
even harder to achieve 
sustainable development 
goals. If things get worse, in 
a high emissions scenario 
the tipping point for India’s 
economic condition will 
be brought by the collapse 
of the summer monsoon, 
increasing water scarcity 
and reducing the agricultural 
output across India. The 
dissolution of coral reefs 
that provide important fish 
breeding grounds, buffers 
against storm surge and 
tourist attractions may 
bring an economic crisis for 
communities thriving in the 
gulfs of Mannar and Kutch 
and on the Andaman and 
Nicobar and Lakshadweep 
Islands. The loss of Greater 
Himalayan ice and snow may 
bring another huge shift in 
climatic conditions.A lot will 
depend on India’s policy, 
investment and diplomatic 
choices over the next 
decade. 

The economic implications 
are tremendous, Cyclone 
Amphan in 2020 alone 
affected 13 million people 
and caused a damage of more 
than 10 billion dollars(8) . As 
it is with all other problems, 
lower income strata and 
marginalized communities 
have it the worst. Be it high 

temperatures, heat stroke 
due to manual outdoor work 
or due to living in crowded, 
unventilated spaces. The 
disproportionate toll on 
these vulnerable groups 
is further increasing 
the lifestyle division in 
our country. Not only 
extreme temperatures but 
floods, storms, increased 
thunderstorms, cyclones 
and what not - is creating 
havoc in the lives of these 
sections of people who have 
poor living conditions and 
almost no access to risk 
reducing infrastructure. The 
poverty rate will increase 
by 3.5% by 2040 with the 
predicted inflation rates(9).

Not only the food will be in 
danger - stronger cyclones, 
faster storms that have more 
destructive potential will 
hit these areas making the 
low income urban groups 
susceptible. The basic 
amenities like piped water, 
stormwater drainage, paved 
roads or decent housing 
will be compromised. The 
extreme heat, more heavy 
precipitation, more frequent 
droughts, faster sea-level 
rise and greater loss of 
species and ecosystems 
will reflect differently with 
increasing temperatures as 
per the IPCC reports. 

The current climate targets 
of India are 2° C compatible 
but going for a cleaner, more 
resource-efficient, low 
carbon development plan 
could bring about the much 
needed change efficiently 
and effectively(10). Even with 
the fair share of climate 

What is Climate Change 
doing to India?

Mrittika Datta 
B.Sc. (Hons.) Botany

Climate change is the most prominent biosphere challenge for the world today and India 
is facing several adverse consequences. Decreased agricultural productivity, loss of 
water resources, forest and biodiversity,deteriorating health, increased difficulties 

in coastal management, and an increase in temperature are some of the impacts that we’re 
facing.It has pretty much paralysed the ecological and socioeconomic systems which are 
already suffering due to industrialization, urbanization and economic development.

Heatwaves are commonplace and the severity is manifold.  The number of cities reporting 
temperatures above 48°C in 2020(1) has increased day by day. Heavy rain events have 
increased threefold since the early 1950s but total precipitation has severely declined with 
about a billion people facing water scarcity in India(2) . The climate models predict more 
heatwaves every year like the deadly heat wave of 2010 that killed more than 1,300 people 
in Ahmedabad(3). High extremes for extra 12 to 18 days - projecting 38–43°C in Delhi as a 
constant during summers. This has an economic impact of reducing the productive hours by 
almost 25%(4). There is also a high humidity factor making large parts of India uninhabitable 
without fans and air-conditioning as wet bulb temperatures of over 35°C make it impossible 
for humans to maintain core body temperatures(5).Even the southern and coastal parts of 
India are expected to be affected by heatwaves. The 1°C global warming affecting India has 
been forecast to create a 3% GDP loss with declining agricultural productivity, rising sea 
levels and negative health outcomes(6).
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mitigation performed by India, more needs to be put forward on the table for a carbon-
efficient and resilient pathway. The economic recovery with better energy security and job 
creation can have a positive impact on India’s global standing in the long run. Though India 
houses almost 18% of world’s population, it accounts for only 3.2% of the emissions so the 
rising temperatures are not only contributed by India, against the expectations(11).But the 
impacts faced by the Indian population are proportionately more - and we need to take 
into account our future prospects and focus on climate goals aligned development.

Note: The source studies each adopt different methods, baselines and timeframes. GDP=gross domestic 
product. (i) Kjelistrom et al., 2017; (ii) Immerzeel et al, 2010; (iii) Swapna et al, 2020; (iv) Sarthi et al, 2014; (v) 
Kompas et al., 2018 (vi) Kahn et al., 2019; (vii) Nixon (2020)

Figure - Projected physical and economic impacts of climate change in India.



The  -19 pandemic has brought about major socio-economic 
and political upheaval. There is research and studies pointing 
towards critical losses in ‘social gains’ which practically took us 

decades to attain. When this is the magnitude of economic and social 
disruption unleashed by a pandemic, one cannot afford to fathom the 
magnanimity of an impending climate crisis. 

Climate change is one of the major crises that our world is facing today 
and its impact will be felt disproportionately by the marginalized, 
poor, and vulnerable communities who are directly dependent on 
natural resources. More importantly, one has to go beyond looking 
at the communities from a homogenous perspective and instead 
bring the lens of intersectionality to better understand how caste, 
class, race, color, disability, region, and gender of individuals further 
exacerbate these losses. 

Hence, as the youth of the world, we are entrusted with the herculean 
task of bringing people together, brainstorming solutions, engaging 
in action-oriented thinking, and co-creating a climate-resilient, 
sustainable and equitable society. This will primarily begin by first 
unpacking the objective of ‘climate justice’ which is a transformative 
approach calling for a shift from a discourse-based movement to 
a rights-based movement with people worst affected by climate 
change, leading the movement. Moreover, to be able to build this 
into a people’s movement, we will have to focus on contextualized 
communication to make sure our message reaches the last person. 
We need customized outreach and engagement methods to clearly 
articulate the objectives and action plan, a platform for public 
engagement for collective commitment making, repurposing and 
most importantly sustained engagements through persistent efforts.

As a nation making important commitments towards climate action, 
we must also collectivize and engage in strategic planning through 
gender-disaggregated databases quantifying the climate crisis in 
different parts of the nation and subsequently designing evidence-
based policies and programs. This will prove to be a significant step 
towards building an intergenerational and intersectional climate 
justice movement.
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 Economic crisis due to 
climate change  
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As the world stands 
on the verge of a 

climate crisis India needs 
to gear up its sustainable 
development policy. 
The extreme scenarios 
of rising global average 
temperature, extreme 
weather changes, and 
the melting of glaciers 
are sirens for dynamic 
and devastating 
consequences in India. 
The recent report released 
on February 28, 2022, by 
the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) counts 
India among the “most 
economically harmed and 
vulnerable” countries in 
the world due to climate 
change. The indisputable 
consequences due to 
greenhouse emissions are 
exposing the world and all 
of humankind to extreme 
danger and irreparable 
damage. 

 Urban India seems to 
be at a greater risk. 
The increase in ‘hidden 
hunger’ among the people 
of weaker economic 
sections will lead to 
migration from rural to 
urban areas. The present 
view of urban food 
security is dreadful. The 
low-income groups are at 

higher risk of facing these consequences. 
Even at the macro level, India’s economy 
is impaired. According to the research 
cited in the IPCC report, every tonne of 
carbon dioxide emitted globally will cost 
$86 to the country. The economic cost 
of climate change will be catastrophic. 
India might lose its 3-10% GDP per 
year by 2100 due to climate change. 
The progress of the country over the 
past few decades can be undone as the 
economic differences among the people 
will increase. India is already suffering 
from the 1°C  rise in temperature. If the 
temperature rise is not contained to 2°C, 
India will lose 2.6% of its GDP annually.

  

The rising temperatures will increase 
the poverty rate in India by 3.5% by 
2040. Climate change affects labor 
productivity in different sectors. The 
regions that are warmed faster have 
shown a greater loss in gross domestic 
income compared to places that show 
slower temperature rise. The incidence 
of endemic diseases like malaria, 
filariasis, etc is increased. To secure 
India’s future low-carbon development 
strategies could be implemented. Low 

Food security is a major concern

Image Credit:  Newsclick
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carbon resources like wind, solar, and hydro, power plants are cleaner, 
and more efficient which could provide better energy security and 
employment to mitigate the economic crisis. 

During the 2021 COP 26 Submit, India took bold challenges to 
accomplish its five-fold goal, “Panchamrita”. The objectives are:
• India will increase its non-fossil energy capacity to 500 gigawatts 

(GW) by 2030
• India will meet 50% of its energy requirements from renewable 

energy sources by 2030
• India will reduce the total projected carbon emissions by one 
billion tonnes till 2030
• By 2030, India will reduce the carbon intensity of its 
economy by less than 45%
• By 2070, India will achieve the target of Net Zero

To meet the end India made a strong case for releasing 
adaptation funds from the developed countries to the 
developing countries. International finances are very 
important for developing nations to adopt the factors to 
reduce climate change.

Considering the IPCC reports, 
food security becomes a 
leading concern for India due 
to the climate crisis. India is 
susceptible to a decrease in its 
crop yields by 9% in the North 
and by 17% in the South. With 
the variation in interannual 
rainfall and increased flooding, 
India’s agriculture sector will 

Economic and Food Security 
under Climate Crisis



be severely affected as it is sensitive to monsoons and depends heavily on them. The 
disturbance, in the rainfall patterns, vernalization, and reduced growing seasons of crops 
will severely interfere with crop production inciting a food crisis. Reduced nutritional food 
due to increased carbon dioxide will ramp up the number of cases of malnutrition resulting 
in decreased food availability.

To tackle the problem of increasing carbon dioxide the number of ‘carbon sinks’, like forests, 
and oceans should be increased to store carbon. Decarbonization of emission sectors can 
help in reducing carbon emissions. The industries and companies need to come forward 
and share the responsibility of protecting the planet. 

The integration of climate change resilient strategies is the only way to protect from the 
long-term effect on agriculture and the economy. The approach toward handling the food 
and economic security crisis due to climate change should be given immediate attention 
from the access and absorption point of view. Climate finance leadership initiative to create 
resources for the green energy projects, economic policies must shift from grey to green 
economy.  The urgent need is to develop long-term adaptation policies on agriculture, 
livelihood, and nutrition along with scientific and technological incorporations to achieve 
the COP26 targets and establish a reliable and sustainable ecosystem.

Achieving Net Zero  

Image Credit: Media.alj.co
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“Modern man talks of a battle with nature, forgetting that, if he won the battle, 
he would find himself on the losing side” – Schumacher.
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Far down south, in the 
state of Tamil Nadu a 
“killer” strays freely and 

a constant state of terror 
grips the hearts of the 
people living nearby. The 
“hunt” is on ; the victims wait 
for justice while the silent 
hunter wanders, dwelling 
in this newfound thirst for 
blood. Tiger T23, an old male 
with injuries is the culprit 
behind attacks on locals 
living near the Mudumalai 
Tiger Reserve, this brings the 
plot of the movie “Sherni” to 
mind. And while we are at it, 
it also makes some wonder 
if T23 too would meet the 
same fate as the tigress in the 
movie, which is yet another 
debatable issue. Unbridled 
human settlements have 
reduced the size of thick 
green forests to that of 
reserved protected areas. It 
is ironic to see how industrial 
activities evade all laws of 
environmental protection, 
trees are chopped down 
and petitions go unseen, yet 
boundaries are only for other 
species’ natural habitats and 
not for their exploitation. 

It is known that man-animal 
conflicts have existed since 
prehistoric times. There 
has been a constant battle 
for survival between the 
two where they frequently 
exchange their roles as 
the prey and the predator. 
Perhaps the problem lies 
in how the relationship has 
always been perceived; a 
human is a “man” while the 
animal is a “beast”. We are 
taught to fear the beast, so 
how can we make amends 
with something we were 
always supposed to be afraid 
of? And how do we expect 
to live harmoniously with 
a beast while continuously 

trampling its home? 
Poaching, hunting, and road 
accidents lead to multiple 
animal deaths each year. 
A decrease in the number 
of prey in the forest acts as 
another reason for animals 
to venture into villages and 
human dwellings leading to 
loss of lives for both parties.

Resettlement of people 
is a poorly managed and 
controversial solution in 
such cases due to the failure 
to provide compensation. 
And thus, the question 
persists, are these conflicts 
inevitable? Unfortunately, 
with the present policies, 
mismanagement, corruption 
and other loopholes in the 
system, the answer is yes. 
Perhaps innate behaviour 
could throw some light on 
possible solutions. When 
an animal feels threatened, 
its first reaction is to step 
back and defend itself and 
when things go downhill it 
attacks. Humans need to 
resort to similar methods. 
The presence of a stronger 
predator is enough to keep 
the animal away and so, easy 
methods such as loud noise 
(as from a gun) and banging 
utensils would cause it to flee, 
even fires scare off animals. 
These serve as effective 
methods until the animal 
has started to hunt. Let us 
also keep in mind that not 
all animals are carnivorous 
predators such as leopards, 
panthers and tigers, but 
some can be huge like the 
elephant. When one has a 
whole herd to encounter, it 
is obvious that it is best to 
vacate the area.
There have been instances 
where communities have 
learned to live in harmony 
with certain animals. The 

conflicts can never be fully 
uprooted but they can be 
minimized.  This can be 
achieved through adaptation 
and avoidance of persecution 
on part of the humans. 
The killing of animals is 
nothing but the destruction 
of the ecosystem which 
has massive repercussions.  
Learning the man-nature 
relationship determines 
the individual’s reaction 
towards the situation to 
a large extent, this can be 
encouraged through training 
and awareness programs. 
Threat to humans from 
wildlife often occurs around 
reserved forest areas due to 
lack of proper maintenance, 
and overlap in boundaries 
between irrigation land, 
human settlements and the 
forests. Electric fences that 
aren’t  life-threatening are an 
ideal option. The construction 
of wildlife corridors could 
help prevent dangerous 
encounters between humans 
and animals. 
Human activities have 
harmed nature and wildlife, 
so the animals too in order 
to adapt to these changes 
cause damage to human life 
and property. These conflicts 
between man and animal are 
inevitable. In order to bring 
these to a minimum,society 
needs to work together. 
There is a need to unlearn 
how this relationship has 
been perceived so far. As long 
as humans continue to look at 
animals as a threat, harmony 
can never be achieved. 
Also, policies should be 
implemented and improved, 
finances adequately 
allocated, and exploitation of 
natural resources should be 
brought to a halt.
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“Life 
imitates

art”
 Esha Debnath

 Pen name Anne D
                                                                                                                         

Ecole de Cinéma et D’audiovisuel 
                                                                                                                         

(Film School), Paris
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My recent documentary “Akal Bodhon’’ captures the stories of the 
idol makers of Kumortoli during the Durga Puja in Bengal in 2020. 
The festival of Goddess Durga cannot be confined to only religion. 
It upholds the mindsets, temperament and values of the people 
of Bengal. Every street in Bengal is adorned with festivities and 
decorations, lights and every area sets up a “pandal” to house the 
Goddess. Such is the devotion of the Bengali folks towards art and 
the Goddess, committees are set up to decide which pandal is the 
best decorated pandal of the year. The residents of Bengal go for 
pandal-hopping which sometimes begins at 12 am in the night and 
continues till early morning. Because of this, Kumortoli receives a 
huge number of orders and special idols are also ordered to match 
the theme of the pandals.
However, when the second wave of corona spread through 
Bengal, the best season of the year became a nightmare. With the 
economic collapse, fear of hospitalization due to the virus, and the 
strict governmental regulations in place, orders were withdrawn 
rapidly ,which resulted in a huge loss for the idol makers. Idols 
stood there cold and dark, unable to see the usual vibrancy of 
Bengal, silently watching over their creators pondering upon 
what to do next and how to provide for their families. The story of 
the Kumortoli idol makers is just one of the many such stories I’ve 
come across during my other shoots and photo walks.
As a cinematographer shooting documentaries, I don’t look for 

27 |  Srishti-NES 2021-22

There is a very popular saying that ‘Life imitates art’, but as a filmmaker 
who started her journey with documentaries, I beg to differ from this 
statement. What began as a project for exploring the domain, ended up 

teaching me the basic emotions of cinematography. 
Cinema is not a fantasy. It is simply another perspective into life either through 
the lens of simplification or exaggeration. Cinema has the ability to bring 
forward the voice of the silenced, the vulnerable, and the oppressed. While the 
headlines in the newspapers reduce the miseries of affected people to mere 
statistics, cinema evokes the emotions, awareness and empathy that is required. 
Whether it is a natural disaster or an economic collapse, one section of the 
society is never spared from the devastating consequences—their sufferings 
have been disregarded throughout. Evidently, the lashes of global warming are 
primarily felt by this section of the society on a global level. Even though the 
pandemic may seem like a sudden phenomenon, it actually is not. Before we 
delve into why, let’s talk a bit about my interaction with the people who are 
directly affected by the pandemic.
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elaborate set ups or artificial lighting to give me the “perfect” 
shot. The environment plays a huge role in each shot that I take. 
I’ve observed emotions changing with that of the environment. 
The worrisome expressions that clouds one’s smile when they 
acknowledge the erratic weather and how a few months prior, 
the roof of their home was blown away by Amphan or how their 
homes are flooded due to the downpour.
I believe cinema reflects the emotions, struggles, joys and 
achievements of different eras. It helps us record and relive 
moments which may never come back. If that is indeed agreed 
upon by everyone, no matter how grand sets are created to imitate 
the beauty of the environment once it starts fading away, the 
upcoming era is set to create films that will dwell upon emotions 
of uncertainty and distress. The vibrancy of the emotion palette 
will fade into a grayscale of helplessness. 
The film industry actively contributes to global warming as well. 
As per Euro news, an average production with a budget of $70 
million, produces 2840 tonnes of CO2, which is capable of taking 
us to the moon and back—not once but six times! Sustainable 
alternatives must be thought upon aggressively by the film 
industry on a global scale. If the necessary plan of action is not 
decided and acted upon, ironically in a few years’ time, we may 
be shooting or documenting disasters which we have actively 
contributed to a change uncalled for.
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 ہی ابت وت مہ بس وک ولعمم ےہ ہک ااسنن دخا یک بس

 ےس ایلع قیلخت ےہ، نکیل ہی یھب چس ےہ ہک ااسنن

 ےک العوہ یھب اس داین ںیم تہب اسری ولخماقت

درتخ، رپدنے،   ںیہ۔ اثمل ےک وطر رپ اجونر، 

 ڑیکے وکمڑے وریغہ ۔ نکیل ان بس ںیم قطن اک

 وعشر رصف ااسنونں ےک اپس ےہ وہ اانپ دھک درد

 وسحمس یھب رکات ےہ اور اس وک ایبن یھب رک اتکس

 ےہ وج ہک ابیق ولخماقت ںیہن رک یتکس ںیہ۔ اس ےک

اکی امسج وہات  ابووجد ان یک اکی داین وہیت ےہ، 

 ےہ۔وہ یھب اکی اخص اموحل ںیم زدنیگ زگر رسب

 رکان دنسپ رکےت ںیہ۔وہ اےنپ راہءش ےک ےیل اکی

 وقعمل اموحل یک التش رکےت ںیہ اور رھپ رگوہ انب رک

 رانہ دنسپ رکےت ںیہ۔اجےن ااجنےن ہی امتم ولخماقت

 امہرے اموحایلت وک انبےئ رےنھک ںیم امہ دخامت

 ااجنم دےتی ںیہ ۔ ان ولخماقت ںیم ےس اکی ےہ

 اسپن۔ وپری داین ںیم رقتابی 3500 ےس زایدہ

 اسوپنں یک رپاجایتں اپیئ اجیت ںیہ نج ںیم ےس

 رصف 600 اسوپنں یک رپ اجایتں یہ زرہیلی وہیت

300 ےس   250  ںیہ۔ دنہواتسن ںیم رقتابیً 

 ےک رقبی اسوپنں یک رپاجایتں اپیئ اجیت ںیہ۔ نج

13 رطح ےک اسپن یہ زرہےلی  ںیم ےس ضحم 

4 اسپن ےب  وہےت ںیہ اور ان ںیم یھب رصف 

 دح زرہےلی اور رطخانک وہےت ںیہ۔نج ےک انم

اکنم وکربا(اناج اناج)، ح اس رطح ےس ںیہ؛ 
ک�چ
 

رلس وارپئ( (اگنبرس ریکوسیل)،  اکنم رکتی 

س)۔

ٹ
� �ی
ن
� �ی
س ریک

چ � �ی
ڈ وارپئ(ا

ٹ
یل�  ڈویبالریلیس) اور اس اسک�

World Journal of Pharma-

ceutical Research-2018 یک 

 اکی قیقحت ےک اطمقب دنہواتسن ںیم رہ اسل رقتابیً

20 ںیم ےس  10-12 الھک ولوگں وک اسپن اکےتٹ ںیہ اور ان ںیم ےس رقتابیً رہ 

 1 ااسنن یک ومت وہ اجیت ےہ۔ احالہکن ہی یقیقحت ہجیتن یھب ابلکل حیحص ںیہن ےہ ویکہکن تہب

 ےس ولگ وخف اور اےنپ نیقی (نیقی اس ابت اک یک اسپن ےک اکےنٹ ےس ااسنن

 یک ومت وہ اجیت ےہ) یک وہج ےس اس دار افین ےس رتصخ وہ اجےت ںیہ۔ اس احلظ

 ےس اسوپنں ےک زرہ ےس ڑجی وہیئ ہی قیقحت دص دصیف حیحص ںیہن ےہ ۔ ذہلا اس دیمان

 ںیم ایھب اور یھب قیقحت وہان ابیق ےہ ۔ اقلب وغر ابت ہی ےہ ہک بج یسک یھب ااسنن وک

 زرہےلی اسپن اکےتٹ ںیہ وت اعم وطر ےس اس یک اچہپن یک اج یتکس ےہ اور وفری وطر رپ

 اس اک العج یھب ایک اج اتکس ےہ۔ بج یسک وک زرہالی اسپن اکاتٹ ےہ وت اس ےک مسج ںیم

 ومعمیل دبتیلی دیھکی اج یتکس ےہ الثمً رس رکچاان، آوھکنں ےس ددنھال داھکیئ دانی، مسج ےک ھچک

 وصحں ںیم زوروں اک درد وسحمس وہان اور یھبک یھبک وت مسج ےک یسک ےصح رپ افجل اک ارث رظن آات

 ےہ۔اتپسہل ےنچنہپ ےس لبق دو نیت ابوتں اک اخص وطر ےس ایخل رانھک اچےئہ الثم زیمخ

 ےصح وک اصف اپین ےس دوھ دانی اچےئہ، سج ےصح ںیم اسپن ےن اکاٹ وہ اس ںیم رحتک

 وہےن ےس اچبان اچےئہ، اس ےصح وک اورپ ںیہن ااھٹان اچےئہ اور ارگ نکمم وہ وت رھپ یسک یٹپ

  ےس ےکلہ ادناز ںیم ابدنھ دانی اچےئہ اور دلج ےس دلج رقیبی ڈرٹسٹک اہلٹپس یک رطف

وکچ رکان اچےئہ، اہجں ایٹنی ومنی اک انشکجن دے رک ااسنن یک اجن اچبیئ اجیتکس ےہ۔

  

                    اموحایلیت اظنم وک انبےئ رےنھک ےک ےیل اسوپنں اک زدنہ رانہ اہنتی رضوری 

 ےہ۔ اسپن اینبدی وطر رپ وگتش وخر وہےت ںیہ سج اک بلطم ہی ےہ ہک ہی ڑیکوں 

 ووکڑوں ےک ریغ رضوری ااضےف وک مک رکےک اموحایلیت اظنم وک وتمازن رےنھک ںیم امہ

 رول ادا رکےت ںیہ۔  اثمل ےک وطر رپ آپ دھکی ےتکس ںیہ ہک اسکونں ےک اہلہلےت

 لصف وک وچےہ ربابد رک دےتی ںیہ سج ےس رہ اسل اسکونں وک تہب زایدہ اصقنن انہس ڑپات

 ڑپات ےہ نکیل ہی اسپن وچوہں وک اانپ اچرہ  انب رک لصف یک ایھچ دیپاوار ںیم اسکونں یک

 دمد رکےت ںیہ۔ اس ےک العوہ اسوپنں ےس یئک رطح یک رضوری دواایئں یھب انبیئ

 اجیت ںیہ، اخص وطر ےس ایٹنی ومنی اسوپنں ےک زرہ ےس یہ انبای اجات ےہ۔ اس ےک

 العوہ اسوپنں وک ڑچای رھگوں ںیم یھب رےتھک ںیہ وج وچبں یک دیپسچل اک ابثع وہےت ںیہ۔

 ڑچایرھگوں ےس ےلم رووئپں ےس امہرے وقم یک ااصتقدی زخاےن رھبےن ںیم دمد

 یتلم ےہ۔ اس ےیل ںیمہ اسوپنں وک اچبےن یک رہ نکمم وکشش رکین اچےیہ اتہک امہرا

اموحایلیت اور وقیم اظنم رتہب انب رےہ۔
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د� یک  اسوپنں 
Dr. Hriday Bhanu Pratap, Department of Urdu

اپ رپ�ت اھبون  ردےئ  �ہ ڈارٹک 

31 | Srishti-NES 2021-22 



Srishti-NES 2021-22 | 34

কলিকাতা নগরে পূর্ারপক্া লিাকসংখ্া রৃলধি হইয়ারে...রাঙ্ালিো 
ইংরেজী েীলত র্রহারেে অনুগত হইয়ারেন তরধিতুক অরনরক পাল্ী 
র্রহাে উঠাইয়া লিয়া গাল়ি র্রহাে কলেরতরেন, প্রলতলিন গাল়িরত 
গাল়িরত নগেীে পথ পলেপূর্ হইয়া যায়, নগে মধ্গত র়ি োস্া ও 
গিীপথ (মূ.)সকি অত্ন্ত অপ্রশস্, তাহা প্রায় গাল়িরতই পূলেয়া 
যায়, পলথরকো চলিরত পথ পায় না... সােলথো পরথ স্ান থালকরতও 
পলথকলিরগে গাত্রপলে গাল়ির�া়িা চািাইয়া লিয়, নগেরাসী লিারকো 
সর্িা সন্তপ্রর গমন করেন, পললিগ্ামস্ লিাকসকি যাহাো পূরর্ 
কখরনা কলিকাতায় আরস নাই তাহাোই অরগ্ গাল়ি চাপা পর়ি।১

িাও লিরে লস অের্, িও এ নগে,
 িও যত লিৌহ লিাষ্ট্র কাষ্ঠ ও প্রস্ে
 লহ নরসভ্তা! লহ লনষু্ঠে সর্গ্াসী,
 িাও লসই তরপারন পুর্চ্ায়াোলশ...

েরীন্দ্রনাথ ঠাকুে 

Image Credit:  Britannica

গুরুরির সর্িা রৃক্রোপররে মরতা প্রকৃলত লনভ্ে উৎসর পািন  করে সরাইরক 
গারেে অতীর গুরুত্ব সম্পরক্ সরচতন কেরত লচরয়লেরিন, যা এখনও ২২ শ্ারর,  
েরীন্দ্রনাথ ঠাকুরেে মৃতু্ লিররস উিযালপত হয়। সরাই গায়:
“ মরুলরজরয়ে লকতন উ়িাওরহ শূরন্, লহ প্ররি প্রার”
(Let the victory flag symbolizing the conquering of arid desert land flut-
ter in the open sky, ushering in indomitable life)

Image Credit:  Get Bengal.com

েরীন্দ্র-জরমেে একশ ষাট রেে 
পরেও েরীন্দ্রনাথরক ো়িা 

আমারিে লকারনা আরিাচনাই 
সমূ্পর্ হয় না। তাঁরক আমো প্রায় 
লিরতা করে তুরিলে। এলনরয় এক 
িরিে লরশ অলভরযাগ আজকাি 
প্রায়শই লশানা যায়। উপায় কী 
রিুন? জীররনে এমন লকারনা ভার 
রা ভারনা আরে কী-যা লনরয় এই 
ঠাকুেলট কথা ররিন লন? আমারিে 
সুখ-িুঃখ-আনন্দ-লরিনা-ঈষ ্ ্-
ভারিারাসা-প্রলতরশাধ-লরস্মরয়ে 
পারশ নিনিী-আকাশ-ভূগভ্-
সাগে-পর্রতে অন্তশ্ােী 
মানরসমাজ তাে সরেকম েং 
লনরয় তাঁে সালহত্ ও সঙ্ীরত 
েল়িরয় আরে। অতএর অরন্ত লস-ই 
েলরঠাকুেই আমারিে আশ্য়, 
আমারিে ভেসা! ধান-ভানাে 
আরগ অতএর লশররে গীত!

েরীন্দ্রনাথ তাঁে ‘চচতালি” (১৩০২) 
কারর্ে “সভ্তাে প্রলত, কলরতাে 
আেরতে ররিলেরিন,--

আঠারো শতরকে লশষ, উলনরশে লগা়িায় শহে কিকাতায় নগেলনম্াররে 
িি স্বরূপ গর়ি উরঠরে গাল়ির�া়িা চিাচরিে লখায়ারাঁধাই োস্া�াট, 
লেিওরয়, জরিে িাইন, রজ্্লনকাশী রাঁধারনা নািানি্মা, স্ীমাে রা 
জাহাজ�াটা, লসৌধ-অট্ালিকা, রলস্, কিকােখানা---ইত্ালি সভ্তা-
সুচক নানালরধ লনম্ারকাজ। এইসর লনম্ার কারজ শ্লমরকে লজাগান 
চরিলেি আঠারো শতক লথরকই। উলনশ শতরকে লরলভন্ন রইপরত্র প্রচুে 
লিনমজুে এরং রহুলরধ রৃলতিধােী মানুরষে অধু্লষত এই লসৌধলকেীট 
করলিালিনী কিকাতাে েলর লমরি। “সম্াি ভাষ্কে” ১৮৫৬ সরনে (১৪ই 
লিব্রুয়ালে) লেরপারট্ই কিকাতা শহরে গাল়ির�া়িাে আলধরক্ে িরি 
মানুরষে িুগ্লতে কথা লিরখলেি--

লকৌতুককে মরন হরিও এই লেরপারট্ গ্াম কলিকাতাে ক্রম-নগোয়ররে 
পরথ লিাকসংখ্াে রৃলধিে সরঙ্ সরঙ্ পললিপ্রকৃলতরক গ্াস কো নতুন 
োস্া�ারটে রহুি হারে প্রসাে ও রৃলধি হরয়রে িক্্ কো যায়। প্রকৃলতরক 
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কী ভারর পালিত হয় এ উৎসর? 
একলট লোট চাোগােরক 
পুরপেমারি্ সাজারনা হয়। পাঁচলট 
লমরয়ও লতমলন লসরজ ওরঠ এ 
চাোগারেে মরতাই উতিেীয় আে 
িুরিে গয়নায়। হারত তারিে 
রৃক্রক রের কোে উপকের 
অথ্াৎ--র়ি থািায় শঙ্খ, পুপে, 
জিপাত্র, ধূপ আে হাতপাখা। 
পাঁচলট লোট লেরিরক সাজারনা হয় 
লক্লত, অপ্ , লত্জ, মরুৎ আে 
লর্াম। সরঙ্ িুরি আে পাতায় 
চতলে োতা হারত পাঁচলট লেরি। 
এোও ধুলত আে উতিেীয় পলেলহত। 
চাোগােলটরক সরাে মাঝখারন 
একলট পুপেলনলম্ত, রর্ময় 
পািকীরত রা লিািনায় রহন কো 
হয়। পািকীরহরকোও ধুলত আে 
উতিেীয় পলেধান করে। এইভারর 
লশাভাযাত্রা রালহত রৃক্চাোলটরক 
শাঁখ রালজরয়, অলভরষক করে 
আশ্রমে লকারনা পূর্লনধ্ালেত 
স্ারন লোপর কো হয়। জায়গালট 
আরগ লথরকই আিপনা লিরয় 
সাজারনা থারক--েরীন্দ্রনারথে 
সময় অনুষ্ঠানলট কো হত ২৫লশ 
চরশাখ। ১৯৪১ সাি লথরক 
েরীন্দ্রনারথে মৃতু্লিন ২২লশ 
শ্ারররক লচলনিত কোে জন্ 
কলরে লপ্রয় এই রৃক্রোপর 
উৎসরলট কো হত। একসময়

নন্দিাি রসুো আঁকরতন 
রৃরক্াৎসররে আিপনা। পরে 
আশ্মরাসী োত্রোত্রী ও লশক্কো 
সকরি লমরি আিপনা এঁরক, 
নৃত্গীত পলেররশন করে 
রৃক্রোপর উৎসরলট পািন 
করেন। এই উৎসররে মূি্ লয 
কতটা তা আজ আমো পলেরররশে 
প্রলত একটু-সরচতন মানুষই 
অনুভর কেরত পালে।

আজরকে সালহত্-সমারিাচনাে 
জগরত ঠাঁই লনরয়রে 
ইরকা-লক্রলটলসজম(Eco-criti-

sism)। আমারিে ল�রে আরে লয পলেররশ, তাে কথা এখন আমো 
অরনকটা িারয় পর়িই ভাররত রাধ্ হলচ্। আমারিে আকাশ আজ 
সীমায় রাঁধা পর়িরে, িৃলটি মুলতি আরন না। এ-সর আলমিক সংকরটে 
কথা লের়িই লিই। পলেরররশে সংকরট পর়ি মানুষ ‘ত্রালহ মাম’ ডাক 
ো়িরে। েরীন্দ্রনাথ তাঁে লেরিররিায় লিখা লয রটগােলটরক পলেরত 
রয়রস হালেরয় লয লরিনায় আচ্ন্ন হরয়লেরিন, রিাই তাে লয লশমুি 
গােলটে লয লররচ্রি মম্াহত হরয়লেি, আজ শত-লকালট রৃরক্ে না-
থাকা মেমী-মানুরষে লরিনাে কাের হরয়রে। ‘মুতিধাো’ে অলভলজরতে 
র্থা এখন লিরক লিরক। রাঁরধে কােরর নিীতীেরত্ী গােপািা, 
মানুষজন লরপন্ন। লকরি আলমিক সংকট ো়িাও প্রারর লরঁরচ থাকাে 
জন্ লনঃশ্াস লনওয়াে স্বচ্ রাতাস লনই, ধূমাকীর্ চােপাশ, সুনালম 
করলিত সমুদ্র, প্ালস্ক এরং অন্ান্ আরজ্না-অধু্লষত জিভাগ, 
পৃলথরীরক লেরক োখা রেরিে টুলপগুরিাে দ্রুত গরি যাওয়া(ice 
caps), িূলষত  রায়ুস্ে, মালট, জিভারগে পারশ লমহগলর কাঠ-লিৌহ-
ইস্ারতে স্ধ্া, তিুপলে ইিানীং ‘ই-ওরয়স্’-এে চাকলচরক্ লমা়িা 

নগেীে নালভশ্াস উঠরে। ঋকরররিে ঋলষ প্রাথ্না করেলেরিন—
যজমারনে জন্ ‘রাতাস মধুময় লহাক! লসনু্সকি(সপ্তসমুদ্র রা জিভাগ) 
মধু রষ্র করুক! ওষলধসকি মধুময় লহাক!’ েরীন্দ্রনাথ রৃক্রক ধাত্রী, 
পািলয়ত্রী ররি পূজা করেলেরিন। রৃক্রক ‘পলথকরনু্’ ররি লডরক 
তারক ররিলেরিন--’মরুলরজরয়ে লকতন উ়িাও উ়িাও লহ শূরন্, 
ধূলিরে ধন্ করো করুরাে পুরর্! মাঠ লয মানুরষে ‘লমতা’---- িিন্ত 
শস্করা লয তাে পুর্ ‘িান’--এই লরশ্াস মানুষরক লিরত লচরয়লেরিন 
। লকন্তু সভ্তাে জয়যাত্রায় লনত্নতুন লরকারশে পেীক্ায় আমো 
প্রকৃলতরক লিাহন করেলে, শুরষ লনরয়লে। আমো ওষলিে িারন রা 
রাতারসে মধুরষ্রর আে সন্তুটি নই! পুপে-পত্র-িিনরক প্ররয়াজরনে 
অলতলেতি র্রহাে কেরত-কেরত প্রকৃলতে ডালি শূন্ করে লিরিলে 
প্রায়।  িিত, মানুরষে রাসভূলম হরয়রে লরপয্স্। েরীন্দ্রনাথরক 
‘ঠাকুেপুরজা’ে আসরন রলসরয় লেরখও ভুরি লগলে তাঁে আিশ্। ভুরি 
ররস আলে রৃক্সকরিে সরন্তাষ লরধান কেরত হয়। মালট, রাতাস আে 
জিভাগরক সুস্ সুন্দে োখরত হয়। র়ি স্বাথ্পে আমো। ‘েতিকেরী’-
নাটরকে োজাে মরতাই আমো আমারিে সরুরজ ল�ো িিরনে মাঠ, 

স্বরিশী আরন্দািরনে সমরয় কিকাতাে োস্া�াট। 
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এ গােগুরিা লরশ্রাউরিে 
একতাো, ওরিে মজ্ায় মজ্ায় 
সেি সুরেে কাঁপন, ওরিে 
ডারি ডারি পাতায় পাতায় 
একতািা েরন্দে নাচন। যলি 
লনস্ব্ধ হরয় প্রার লিরয় শুলন তা 
হরি অন্তরেে মরধ্ মুলতিে 
রারী এরস িারগ।২

তর প্রারর প্রাররান 
তর লনেহচ্ায়ায় শীতি...

গ্াস কো গাল়ি চিাচরিে এইসর রাঁধাই-োস্া, রাঁধারনা পয়ঃপ্ররািী, 
অত্ন্ত লরলশ সংখ্ক জনতারক জায়গা করে লিরত এরিারমরিা রাসস্ান 
লনম্ার, রাজােরিাকান, ল�লজি রলস্,

নানা রৃলতিরকলন্দ্রক পা়িা, মানুরষে সামালজক সুরযাগ-সুলরধাে উপরযাগী 
নানান লনম্ারকাজ, র্রসারালররজ্ে কুলঠ, নীরিে কুলঠ, রাসস্ারনে 
পারশ লসপলটক ট্াঙ্ক, লনকাশী র্রস্াে জন্ রাঁধারনা র্রস্া, �াস-
োঁটাই, গাে-োঁটাই কো সুিৃশ্ রালগচা, জাহাজ�াটা, লেিপথ--এ-সর 
কিকাতাে অথ্নীলত ও সমাজনীলতরক রিরি লিি, লসই সরঙ্ রিরি 
লিি নয়নরমাহন কািকাতাে শ্ামি আররটিনরকও। “করলিালিনী 
লতরিাতিমা” হরিও কিকাতা ক্রমশ চুর-সু়িলক, লিাহা-িক্কর়িে 
ইস্াতনগেী হরয় উঠি।

রসন্ত উৎসর লরািপুরে। 
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েরীন্দ্রনাথ উতিে কিকাতাে এই লিৌহনগেীরত র়ি হরয়রেন। 
নগরোন্নয়রনে নানালরধ গঠনমূিক করম্াি্রমে িরি প্রলতলিন লযখারন 
অত্ন্ত দ্রুত হালেরয় যারচ্ �ন সরুজ প্রকৃলত, মাথাে উপে থাকা 
নীিাকাশ প্রায় লেরক যারচ্ করিে লধাঁওয়ায়, কিকােখানাে রজ্্ 
পিারথ্ে িূষর লযখারন নটি করে লিরচ্ স্বচ্রতায়া নিী-পুকুে-
জিাভূলমরক--লসই উলনশ শতরকে কিকাতা! লযটুকু 
প্রাকৃলতক---লজা়িাসাঁরকাে ইট-কারঠে িাঁক-লিাকে গরি তাে সাহচয্ 
পাওয়াে জন্ র্াকুি হরয়রেন েরীন্দ্রনাথ। চশশররে জানিা লিরয় লিখা 
�ন জটাজারি আচ্ন্ন লসই প্রাচীন রটগােলটরক মরনে মরধ্ পুরে লনরয় 
পেরত্ী সমরয় লতলন লিরখরেন--“লনলশলিলশ
িাঁল়িরয় আরো মাথায় িরয় জট, লোট লেরিলট---মরন লক পর়ি, ওরগা 
প্রাচীন রট?” জীরনসৃ্মলতরত প্রকৃলতরক---প্রাকৃলতক পলেররশরক 
হাোরনাে এমন অরনক টুকরো-টুকরো লরিনাে েলর ধো আরে। 
মানুরষে প্ররয়াজন ও প্ররয়াজরনে আ়িম্ে োলপরয় ইমােরতে মাথা!
মানুষ এরং তাে চােপারশে প্রকৃলতে মরধ্ কী লনলর়ি সম্পক্--তা তাঁে 
গরপেে ‘রিাই’ নামক লোট লেরিলট অনুভররে মরধ্ লিরয় আমো 
লিখরত পাই। মরন পর়ি ‘রিাই’ গনপলটে কথা। রিাই নারমে লোট 
লেরিলটে সরঙ্-সরঙ্ কপেনায় সর্রিরহ �াস হরয় ওঠাে স্বরনে রুঁি হরয় 
থাকত লয লোট লেরিলট, লস েলর। খুর লোটররিা লথরকই েরীন্দ্রনাথ 

গারেে একলট পাতা লেঁ়িরিও 
রিাই-এে মরতাই লযন কটি 
লপরতন! রিাইএে মরতাই এই 
লকরশাে কলরলটও ভাররতন, 
কতকগুরিা কটি আরে যা তাঁে 
একােই, আরশপারশে মানুরষে 
মরধ্ লস করটিে সা়িা লনই। 
ভােতররষ্ে পুর্ তরপারনচ্ায়াে 
সৃ্মলত েরীন্দ্রনাথরক আজীরন তা়িা 
করে লিরেরে। প্রকৃলতে কলর 
েরীন্দ্রনাথ। গারেরিে কথা প্রার 
লিরয় শুনরি প্রারর মাতন িারগ 
ররি লতলন প্রকৃলতে লকারি 
মানরজীরনরক গর়ি লতািাে 
কারজ লনরমলেরিন। শালন্তলনরকতন 
তাঁে প্রকৃলত আে মানুরষ লমতালিে 
সাক্্ রহন করে চরিরে। 
রনমরহাৎসর রা রৃক্রোপর 
উৎসর, রসরন্তাৎসর করে 
েলরঠাকুে আমারিে রােরাে স্মের 
কলেরয় লিরয়রেন--

‘রৃক্রন্দনা’য় কলর লিরখন,--

ভূলমগভ্ লথরক লনগ্ত রৃরক্ে 
লতরজই মানরজালত লতরজাদ্ীপ্ত 
অথচ লসই রৃক্রক লস মূি্ লিয় 
না। এই লেি কলরে র্থা। কলর 
তাই সকি মানুরষে প্রলতলনলধ 
হরয় রৃক্রন্দনা করেন। 
শালন্তলনরকতরনে রৃক্রোপর 
উৎসররে প্রলসলধি আজ লরশ্রলন্দত। 
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১) লরনয় ল�াষ, “রাংিাে সামালজক ইলতহারসে ধাো’ প্রকাশভরন, (পুনমু্দ্রর ২০০৯) কিকাতা, ৮২ পৃ
২) েরীন্দ্রনাথ ঠাকুে, ‘রনরারী’ (১৯২৬), লভরয়না, েরীন্দ্র েচনাসমগ্, কলরতা, চরিু্লতন সংস্কের, রাংিা    
   একারিমী, পৃ-১
৩) শলতি চরট্াপাধ্ায়, ‘অঙু্েী লতাে লহের্জি’, লি’জ পারলিলশং
৪) রারী রসু, আকারশ পালখো, চরিু্লতন সংস্কের- banglasahitya.net

৫) জয় লগাস্বামী, রজ্র লরিু্ৎ ভলত্ খাতা, আনন্দ, ১৯৯৫
৬) ঐ, সূয্ লপা়িা োই, ১৯৯৯ চরিু্লতন সংস্কের-https://www.amarbooks.org

৭) েরীন্দ্রনাথ ঠাকুে, ‘েতিকেরী’ নাটক, ১৯৩২, চরিু্লতন সংস্কের-https://www.amarbooks.org/ 

     index.php

লকন্তু েরীন্দ্রনাথ লতা লসই কররই লচরন লনরয়লেরিন মানরতাে এক তীব্র সংকট আসরে! ব্রহ্মচয্াশ্লমক কলরে 
শরেী-প্রতীক্াে শুরু! মানুরষে শুভরুলধিে মুলতি লহাক, মানুরষে শুভ লচন্তাে কারে রােরাে তাঁে আকূি 
আররিন �ুরেলিরে লর়িায়। লরধাতাে গর়ি লতািা এই লরশ্রক ধ্ংসভ্ংশ করে রােম্াে মানুষ লনরজোই 
লনরজরিে লররুরধি অলভযান চািারচ্। জীরারু-লরামা অথরা মােরী গ্াস, সরুরজে ধ্ংস অথরা আরজ্নাে 
সূ্প পাহা়ি করে লতািা—মানুষ লশষ করে আনরে তাে রাস্তুলভরট! করর মানুষ তা রুঝরর? মানুরষে 
অপলেলমত লিাভ তাে লনরজে চােলিরক শলতিে লিওয়াি লগঁরথ তুিরে। টাকাে িম্ভ মানুষরক মেীলচকাে মরতা 
হাতোলন লিরচ্ ক্রমাগত। করর লসখারন নলন্দনীো এরস জানারর ‘মারঠে রাঁলশ শুরন শুরন আকাশ খুলশ হি, 
�রেরত আজ লক েরর লগা, লখারিা লখারিা িুয়াে লখারিা...’ যক্পুেীে োজাে মরতা মানুষ করর রুঝরর তাে 
মো-ধন লকারনা কারজে নয়, মো র্ারেে মরতাই লরসিৃশ – করর লস সভ্তাে রনু্ এক ‘নন্দা’ে হাত ধরে 
লরলেরয় প়িরর তাে লনরজেই লিারভে লররুরধি যুধিযাত্রায়?৭

ওরে ভাই,
কাে লনন্দা কে তুলম? মাথা 
কে নত।
এ আমাে, এ লতামাে পারপ
লরধাতাে ররক্ এই তাপ
রহুযুগ হরত জলম
রায়ুরকারর আলজরক �নায়!
(িূে হরত কী শুলনস, 
রিাকা, ৩৭ সংখ্ক 
কলরতা)
আজরকে করোনা-
আক্রান্ত লরশ্রাসী লযন 
পেস্েরক এই প্রশ্নই 
করে চরিরে।

েতি লখরয় লখরয়
সূয্ িাি লেিা...
 
অথরা

তাত লিরগ লচাখ খুিি। রালিস্ে লঠরি
লরলেরয় এিাম। পাহা়ি তুষােহীন
গারেো িণ্ায়মান কাঠ
জনপি লিাহা ইট কংলক্ররটে কারিা সূ্প মালট
 
ি্াকারস হিরিরট সূয্ লরোট চাকাে মরতা েল়িরয় েরয়রে
৭০০ লকালট রেরেে পরেে আকারশ
সমস্ জ্ািালন পুর়ি লশষ।
 
রালিে সমুদ্রখারত আলম হাত লজা়ি করে িাঁ়িাই
আমাে কপারি এরস, ঝরে পর়ি,
                             লেৌদ্র নয়--সূয্-লপা়িা োই!৬

এই তাত-িাগা লচাখ, ি্াকারস হিরি মৃত সূরয্ে নীরচ তুষােহীন 
পাহা়ি, গারেরিে লনষ্পার লপা়িা লচহাোয় লসাজা িাঁল়িরয় থাকা, লিাহা, 
ইঁট, কংক্রীরটে ধ্ংসসূ্প--এসর এক মৃত জনপি, মৃত পৃলথরীে কথা 
ররি েরীন্দ্র-পেরত্ী কলরতাে একজন লশ্ষ্ঠ কলরে কলরতায়।
   হয়রতা এক মুি্ররাধশূন্ মৃত মনুষ্সমারজে েলররক এে লচরয় 
ভারিাভারর আে ধো লযত না! মানুষ লযমন তাে পলেররশরক ধ্ংস 
করে লিরিরে লতমলন তাে লনরজে অন্তিৃ্লটি, তাে অন্তম্ুখী 
জ্ান--লপ্রম--ভারিারাসা---সলহষু্তা--সহানুভূলত--ক্মাশীিতা--
সহারস্ারনে ঔিায্-শালন্ত-সরলকেু নটি করে লিরিরে। এে মূি্ 
মানুষরক লিরতই হরর।

জয় লগাস্বামীে পূরর্াতি কলরতালটরত 
লরধাতা হরিন জীররনে পািলয়তা 
সূয্! পলেরররশে সংকট, জীরারু-
সঙ্করট এখন সালহরত্ে মরধ্ও 
হাহাকাে কেরে।

েতিকেরী নাটক

Image Credit:  Published by M.C.
Sarkar & Sons Pvt. Ltd. 

(1 January 1992) 

লসই সরুরজে আলিঙ্রর িালিত মনুষ্রত্বে অভার লরাধ কেলে—’শহরেে 
অসুখ হাঁ করে লকরি সরুজ খায়—’, ‘আলম লিলখ’৩ কলরতায় লিরখলেরিন 
শলতি চরট্াপাধ্ায়। আমারিে পাশ্্রত্ী গােপািা, পশুপালখ, অন্ 
জীরজন্তুরক সলেরয় লিরয়লে রা লসগুলিরক আমারিে িািসালরধারনে 
কারজ র্রহাে করেলে। এখন হাহাকাে কেরি হরর কী? আমারিে 
এই হাহাকাে রাংিা সালহত্ও অঙ্ীকাে করেরে। লসই চয্াপরিে সময় 
লথরক লয প্রকৃলত-মানুরষ লমশালমলশ ওতঃরপ্রাত এক সম্পক্ সালহরত্ে 
পাতায়-পাতায় পর়ি লনওয়া লযত, কখন লযন সালহরত্ তা লগি রিরি! 
প্রকৃলত-রর্না ক্রমশ ভরে লগি প্রাকৃলতক সংকরটে লচরত্র। ভূলমকম্প, 
আরনেয়লগলেে অনুে্দ্াে, সাইর্ান, সুনালম, লনম্নচাপ, পাহার়িে ধ্স, 
CFC গ্ারসে আলধরক্ ওরজান স্রে লেদ্র, ল্ারাি ওয়ালম্ং, পালখে 
কার্রেশন৪, নানালরধ িূষররে খরে রাংিা কলরতা ও গরপেে জগরত 
আজ েুরক পর়িরে। এ-যুরগে কলর লিরখন, ‘রজ-লরিু্ৎ ভলত্ খাতা।৫ 
মানুরষে প্রলত মানুরষে অলরশ্াস, অন্ায় লশাষর, েরতিে লনশায় উমেতি 
এক মানুষী সভ্তাে উপে তীব্র অলভমারন লতলন লিরখন---

লয সূরয্ে লকেরর লস পুটি হরয়রে, 
রিশািী হরয়রে, লসই সূয্রক লস 
লিরয়রে কৃতঘ্নতা। েরীন্দ্রনাথ 
লবিতীয় লরশ্যুরধিে প্রাক্কারি তাঁে 
কলরতায় লিরখলেরিন--
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Abdullah (دبعاہلل)
B . A .  ( Ho n s . )  P e r s i a n

طیحم ام ربای ام مہ تشهب   اتس و مہ منهج

ی�ڈ ، سپس منهج �
ن
ی�ڈ ، سپس تشهب   ... هب درایی آولدہ اگنہ ک� �

ن
� �ب�ی �ا را �ب وک�ه�ه

هب اهلگی اتزہ اگنہ نک ، تشهب

ی�ڈ �
ن
منهج ، هب لگنج وسزان اگنہ ک�

ی�ڈ �
ن
هب آاشبراہی زابیی تشهب   اگنہ ک�

منهج ، هب رپش اگنہ نک

هب دراتخن زابی اگنہ نک ، تشهب

ی�ڈ �
ن
منهج ، هب رپدنہ ای ہک در احل اندپدی دشن اتس اگنہ ک�

�ا و سپس هب تشهب   رگنبدی هب ابران در وک�ه�ه

 ذوب دشن ربف
ن

ی� � منهج ، �ب�ب

طیحم ام
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می اگؤں  ےس  وھچےٹ  ا�ی  وپیت  یک  اس  اور  وعرت  وبڑیھ   ا�ی 
اس می  ا  ی

ن
د� اِس  دعب  ےک  اجےن  زگر  ےک  ن  ۔وادل�ی ی

ت
�  ریتہ 

ش ی �ہ وہ  اچب۔  ی 
ن

� وکیئ  وسا  ےک  دادی  یک  اس  لی  ےک   یچب 
ام �ن اک  اس  یھت۔  ریتہ  وھکیئ  می  اولں  ی

ن
� اےنپ  اور  ریتہ   اخومش 

یلی  ہن سہ� وکیئ  یک  یھت، اس  باً 8 اسل  رقت�ی یک  رمع  اس  اور  ہ 
ظ

 حف�
۔ یھت 

ا ی
ن

د� یک  اولں  ی
ن

� اےنپ  وہےئ   
ت

د�ی رطف  یک  آامسن  وہ  رات   ا�ی 
اور العوہ  ےک  ُاس  اہجں  یھت  ہگج  ا�ی  ا�ی  وہ  اب  یئگ۔  وھک   می 
ہہب وہا  ازہ  �ت اور  وکسن ،اخومیش  رصف  واہں  اھت۔  ی 

ن
� یھب   وکیئ 

وک ُاس  یھت۔  آریہ  یک  آواز  رھجےناور  رپدنوں  واہں  یھت۔   ریہ 
رپ اس  اور  ےہ  ا   وہ�ت اک  ر�ن  رہنسے  وج  ےہ  ا  اج�ت ِدھک  �ر  ی �پ  ا�ی 
وہ ران  حی رک  د�ی  وک  �ر  ی �پ اس  وہ   ، ی  �ہ وہےت  ےلھک  وھپل   الگیب 

ےہ ...... اجیت 

اےس واہں  ن  لی اھت۔  ا  د�ی ی 
ن

� یھبک  ت   ن
در� ا  ا�ی ےلہپ  ےن   اس 

ےہ اجیت  ڈر  وہ  رک  د�ی  ےسج  ۔  ا  د�ی اجونرداھکیئ  ی�ب  ب� ع� تہب   ا�ی 
ےک اجونر  اور  اس  ےہ  اجیت  ب  �ی ر

ت
� ےک  اس  وہ  یھب  ن  رھپ   ، لی

ےہ آیت  پ�ی�چھے  �
ےک  اس  وہ  ب  �ب ن  لی ےہ  اچیتہ  اجانن  می  بارے  � 

ااچ�ن ےک  اجونر  ُاس  ہ 
ظ

ےہ۔  حف� ا  اج�ت وہ  ب 
ئ

اغ� ااچ�ن  اجونر  وہ   وت 
ےہ۔ وہاجیت  وخزفدہ  ےس  وہج  یک  وہےن  ب 

ئ
اغ�

ہ  
ظ

حف� اور  ےہ  یتنس  آواز  یک  دادی  اینپ  وہ  دعب  ےک   اس 
وسےن اسھت  دادی  ےک  اینپ  وہ  ۔  ےہ  آیت  ر  با�ہ � ےس  ا  ی

ن
د� ایل  ی

ن
�  اینپ 

ےہ اجیت  یلچ  می  ا  ی
ن

د� ایل  ی
ن

� اُس  وہ  رھپ  می  د 
ن ی

ن
� ۔  ےہ  اجیت   یلچ 

اجونر اس  ی�ب  ب� ع� وک  وہ  اس  یھبت  اھت۔  ا  د�ی �ر  ی �پ رہنسا  ےن  ُاس   اہجں 

وک ُاس  اھت،  راہ  گل  ار  ی �ب تہب  بار  � اس  وہ  ےہ،   ا  اج�ت ِدھک  ےس   رھپ 
ےہ۔ اجیت  وہےئ  ڈرےت  �پاس  ےک  اس  ہ 

ظ
رکحف� د�ی  می  احل   اس 

رہنسے اس  ےہ  ا  وہ�ت ار  ی �ب اجونر  وہ  ی  �ب ی  �ب ےہ  ی 
ت یکھ� د�  وہ   

وہےئوھپل ےلھک  رپ  اس  اور  ےہ  اجیت  وہیت  مک  یھب  کمچ  یک  ت  ن
 در�

یھبت ےہ۔  اجیت  وہ  ران  حی ہ  و  رک  د�ی  سب  �ی  ۔  ی �ہ ےتگل   رگےن 
وباتل وک  اس   ...... اور  ےہ  اتگل  رکےن  وسال  ےس  ُاس  اجونر   وہ 

ےہ ران  وہاجیت  حی ہ 
ظ

حف�  ......د�ی 

ھچک ا  کی وک  اونں 
ن

ا� مت  ےن  “مہ  ےہ:  وپاتھچ  ےس  ہ 
ظ

حف� اجونر   وہ 
ارا �ہ رھگ،  ارا  �ہ ےس  مہ  ےن  اونں 

ن
ا� مت  می  دبےل  اور  ا  د�ی ی 

ن
� 

وہج یک  الچل  یک  اونں 
ن

ا� آج  یل۔  ی�ن  پھ� �
�ت  ہگج  اری  اور  �ہ ا   اھک�ن

واسپ زدنیگ  اری  �ہ ی  �ہ مت  ا  کی ےہ۔  می  رطخے  ا  ی
ن

د� اری  �ہ ت ےس 
کس رک  واسپ  ر�ی  ن ی حپ وہیئ   یل  ےس  مہ  مت  ا  کی وہ؟    

ت
کس  دے 

“ وہ؟

یہ رمےت  ےک  ُاس  اور  ےہ  ا  اج�ت رم  اجونر  وہ  وہےئ  ےتہک   اانت 
ےہ اجیت  وہ  دنب  سب  آواز  یک  رپدنوں  �پاین  اور  اک  ...... رھجےن 

ی �ہ اجےت  رگ  وھپل  اسرے  ےس  �ر  ی رہنسے  �پ ہک  ےہ  ی 
ت یکھ�  وہ  د�

ےہ  ۔�ی ا  وہاج�ت دبت�ی  می  ر�ن  اکےل  رک  وسھک  �ر  ی �پ وہ   اور  رھپ 
اجیت  

ُ
ک آھکن  یک  اس  یھبت   ےہ،  یتگل  روےن  ہ  و  رک  د�ی   سب 

ےس ُاس  دادی  ۔  ےہ  �پایت  می  ا  ی
ن

د� الص  وک  وخد  وہ  اور   ےہ 
ھچک سب  وہ  وت  یھت؟   ریہ  رو  وں  کی می  د 

ن ی
ن

� وہ  یک  ےہ   وپیتھچ 
یک رطفت  ر  وک  اظم�ہ ُاس  دادی  یک  اس  ےہ۔  اتبیت  وک   اینپ  دادی 
�پاس آس  اےنپ  ہ 

ظ
حف� ےس  ب 

ت
ےہ۔  � اھجمسیت  ت  ی ا�ہ ت  اور  ت ی

ت
 ح

اسری اینپ  ےہاور  رکیت  اھبل  د�ی  یک  اوراجونروں  �ر، وپدے  ی �پ   ےک 
۔ ےہ   

ت د�ی رک  ام  �ن ےک  رِ دقرت  اظم�ہ زدنیگ 
Written by | Humira Khatoon  ( و�ن ا��ت م�یرہ ��خ

��), B.A. (Hons.) Persian

ہے ا � ا �سو �سبدل �سک�ت �ی ل د��ن �ی �ن �ست
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যাহা ভাষায় নয় ,শুধু অনুভূলতরত র্তি হয় ।
সূয্ যখন উঁলক মারে লভারেে িেজা লচরে,
ধেরী তখন লজরগ ওরঠ লনদ্রাে আঁচি লের়ি ।
আকাশ রাতাস লমরত ওরঠ পালখরিে কিেরর ,
িুরিে সুরারস, লনেগ্ধ হওয়ায়  হৃিয়পূর্ হরর । 

রুপসী কাহারে কয় ,
যাহা ভাষায় নয় ,শুধু অনুভূলতরত র্তি হয় ।
আকাশ ল�ো লমর�ে েটা, রৃলটি লভজা লোি ,
লভজা মালটে সুগরন্ রইরে হওয়াে ল্াত ।
সাত োো হাে পর়িরে লসথা গগন লিগন্তপারে,
োমধনুেই রূপ লিরখ আজ হৃিয় মুগ্ধ করে।

রুপসী কাহারে কয় ,
যাহা ভাষায় নয় ,শুধু অনুভূলতরত র্তি হয় ।

Ritika Mondal (লেলতকা মন্ডি)
B.Sc. Life Science

রুপসী কাহারে কয়
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حديثي الیوم
ليس بمنظومة غرامية

وليس هو يدور حول مجلس العشاق

...صحيح، إنني كتبت شیئا الیوم، ولکن
 ذلك يتعلق بشيء تقوم عليه حياتنا جميعا

 وأما إذا كنا نشعر اآلن بالخجل
بعد رؤية حالته المتدهورة
فذاك أمر يختلف تماما

ومن العجب
بأننا ال نشعر بالمسئولية والمباالة بمقدار ما نشعر بالخجل

بالرغم من كوننا له مستأجرين بدون أجرة

التنوع البيولوجي )يجب أن نستيقظ اآلن!)
Nancy Kuchaliya (نينسی ُکجاليا(, B.A. (Hons.) Arabic

Translated by- Shahid Azad (Arabic Teacher)
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ما لکم ؟ أما فهمتم؟
إذا كان األمر يتعلق ببیئتنا

فعلینا أن نتعمق فيه تعمقا بالغا
ونذكر الكثیر من محاسنها وفضائلها
كما نذكر الكثیر من مساوينا ورذائلنا

 ،نعيش في زمان قد عمت فيه المواد البالستيكية وانتشرت في كل مكان
.كما عمت األمراض الناجمة منها اآلن

.نعيش في زمان قد شاعت فيه حماقات اإلنسان
.وقّل الهواء في الجو وكثر الدخان

كما قّلت المياه وكثرت الطحالب في األنهار
ويتواصل انقراض الطیور والحیوانات على حد سواء

وبلغ التغیر في المناخ أعلى المستوى
النقص سواء كان في الغذاء أو الماء

يأتي بالدموع في عیون من يعاني من هذا البالء
 تذوب أنهار الجلید وتشتعل البراكین

ونحن ما زلنا صامتین وفي ظلماتنا غارقین

ال نهتم بأحبائنا وال نتحدث عن البیئة فيما بیننا
.قد غابت الحالوة من الفواكه ومات العطش للمياه

قد جعلنا الشغل حياتنا
وجعلنا المال إلهنا
هذه حقيقة اآلن

ال يتنازع فیها اثنان
أن اإلنسانية والعدالة قد ضاعتا في مكان

فعلینا الكفاح والنضال
ونفعل شیئا ونتقدم إلى األمام

 ال ألجل أنفسنا
بل ألجل الطبيعة والكرة األرضية

التي نعيش علیها نحن أبناء اإلنسان

قد حان الوقت ألن نستيقظ
 ونزرع األشجار والنباتات

 وننظف األنهار
وال نستخدم البالستيك وما مثله من المواد

نعم، قد حان الوقت ألن نستيقظ ونرفع األصوات

هيا أقص عليكم قصة قصیرة لكنها ذات مغزى
كنت طائًرا صغیًرا بريًئا ساذًجا

،وبمجرد أن رأيت سماء مفتوحة، بدأت في الطیران
ونسیت ما هو صواب وما هو خطأ

وصرت أتبع رغبة قلبي فحسب
لم تكن هناك مسؤولية على عاتقي

ولم يكن هناك حلم في عیني
فوقعت في العديد من األخطاء
وسهرت ليالي في انتظار النوم

نسیت كل قريب وعزيز
وبدأت أتمنى الموت

ولما علمت أني مصاب بالعقل
ومن العبث التفكیر بدون العمل

اقترح أحدهم بأن أتنازل
وأترك كل شيء واستسلم

بینما شجع اآلخر على تقلیب األوضاع والظروف
وتغییر اتجاه الرياح وتحويل الُطُرق

،توّجْه إلى الجبال، ستجد فیها الهدوء وراحة البال
كما تحصل على الحماس والنشاط من خالل مشاهدة األمواج

 اقض بعض أوقاتك مع الطبيعة
ذاك ينسيك كل ما عندك من ألم وحزن وبلية
ستجد هناك حلواًل لجميع ما لديك من مشاكل

وغًدا جديًدا لحياتك
وبعض لحظات من األمن والسالم

وكثیرا من المياه النقية الصافية العذبة
 وما إن وصلت إلیها حتى شعرت بأنني القیت ربي

ووجدت كل شيء ضاع مني
،اآلن أريد أن أفعل شیًئا ألجلها دون خوف

وال أريد أن أموت
،وال أريد إال الكفاح والنضال من أجلها

ولذلك وجب علینا أن نستيقظ من السبات
ونفعل شیئا ونرفع األصوات
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در�ت م�ۂ ��ت ��ر��ش

ا ا�سی �ن اں �سب �ہ ے �سب س �ن دا �سی �سب �ن اس �سن عر�سی �ست
ا ا�سی �ن �سماں  �سب ا اآ ئی  �س�ی ا�س �ن ں  �سب �س�ی ا�سیسی  �ن

ھی) ر�سٹ ل م�ی (ا�سما�س�ی

اثملی ر  ی
ظ ن

� ےب  یک  یق  نل�
�

ت �
یک  اس  می  اکر  اخےن  ن  سحی اس  ےک  امس  و  ارض   اخقل 

وموجد اہکں  انمرظ  ن  سحی ےک  ، دقرت  ی �ہ وموجد  اسھت  ےک  ات  وصخصی وگں  ا   وگ�ن
ےش یس  وھچیٹ  ا�ی  ہکلب  می  ولخمق  ر  �ہ ر  �ہ  ، می ذرے  ر  �ہ ر  �ہ ےک  اکانئت  ۔  ی

ن
�  

وخوصبرت اک  دقرت  ،واہں  ڑپے  رظن  یھب   اہجں  �ت  ااہتن  یک  اس   ےسےلرک 
۔ اےہ  آ�ت رظن  رکہمش 

اک ااہتن  اور  ادتبا   یک  ،سج  می اؤ  ی �پ اور  وتعس  یک  ،اس  می  دنلبی  یک   آامسونں 
یسک ر  ی

ن �ب �ت  آج  وج  امن  تھچ  دراز  اور  اشکدہ  ا  ا�ی اکس،ا�ی  وہ  ادنازہ  ہن  �ت   آج 
و آاتفب  اشکہکں،  اور  ارے  سی  ، اتسرے   ، ےہ  رار 

ت
ر� �ب ےک  وتسن  اور   اہسرے 

ی �ہ رےتہ  دےتکم  ےتکمچ  رپ  ت  ت
و� اےنپ  ےک  مٹسس  ایت  ی

ت
ر� �ب یسک  الب  ...... اتہمب 

ک�یسے یکھ�و  د� وت  یھب  ر�ن  ےک  آامسونں  ی 
ن

� وموجد  رکہمش  اک  دقرت  اہکں!   اہکں  
۔ ی �ہ دبےتل  ر�ن  ک�یسے 

ےہ اثمل  رکہمش  ےب  اک  دقرت  یہ  ا  !!! کی
ا۔ایس کی آاتفب  وک  ذروں  ےک  ت  ش

دس ےن  راھک،ایس  رچاغ  می  ولہپ  ےک  اچدن  ےن   ایس 
ےس وھپولں  رےگن  �ب ،ر�ن  اجسےئ  بااغت  � اور  ی�ان  کھل� ی�ت  کھ� رھبے  رے  �ہ  ےن 

می ام 
ش

� وک  حبص  وج  ےہ  ،ویہ  انبےئ  دن  اور  رات  ےن  یشخب،ایس  ت  ن ز�ی وک  باوغں  � 
ےہ۔ ا  ت رکد�ی دالخ 

ی �ہ رناےل  یہ  ا  کی ر�ن  ےک  اکراخےن  رے  ی
ت

رب  � رے  می  !!!
ا د�ی ُادرھ  اِدرھ  آرک  می  بگ  �

ا د�ی درھ  �ب ا  آ�ی رظن  یہ  وت 

درد) ر  می (وخاہج 
رکوں ان  ی �ب وک  رکہمش  ےک  دقرت  یک  اس  اور  روں  ن ی حپ نک  نک  اور  �ت  اہکں   اہکں 

......
اور رسد  وایل  ےنلچ  می  باونں  ا� ی �ب ،رحصاؤں   اخومیش   یک  یل�وں  بھ� �  ، رواین  یک  ا   در�ی
اور ،دنمسر  یک  ذرات  ت  ر�ی امدنن  رساب  واےل  ےنکمچ  می  اس  ا  �ی یک  وہاؤں   کنخ 
دنت و  نر  ی

ت
� ےک  اس  ا  �ی یک  ی�این  �

ن
ط� وایل  آےن  می  یک، دنمسر  ولخماقت  وموجد  می   اس 

وموجد رھتپ  می  ا  �ی یک  ات  وصخصی وگں  اں  وگ�ن واےل  اجےن  �پاےئ  می  یک ، رجش   رہل 
ت ش

یک، دس ولخماقت  واےل  ےنسب  می  راز 
ن

� و  ب  ی
ش ن

� ا  �ی وچڑایئ  یک  ن  یک، زمی  ولخماقت 
یک، انمرظ  وخوصبرت   ےک  اس   ا  �ی یک  دردنوں  واےل  اھپڑےن  ر  ی حپ می  باں  ا� ی �ب  و 
ےھنن ا�ی  رک  لگ  ڑس  وج  یک  ب  ی

ب
� یس   وھچیٹ  اس  وایل  وہےن  دنف  ادنر  ےک  ن   زمی

رہتف ی  �ہ آےت  لکن  ےک  ےتپ  اس  اےہ۔  رھپ  وہ�ت ومندار  می  لکش  یک  وپدے   ےس 

ی
ن

ا�
ش

� یک  اس  راتہےہ۔  �راتھ  �ب  رہتف 
وبضمط ا  وم�� ا�ی  دن  ا�ی  ی  �ہ �ریتھ   �ب
ڑھکا می  لکش  یک  ت  ن

در�  انتور 
ےتگل آےن  لھپ  می  اس  اےہ۔   وہاج�ت
رکہمش، اک  دقرت  ی  د�ی اب  ۔  ی  �ہ
ذاہقئ ن  لی ےہ  ا�ی  سب  ت  ن

 در�
فلتخم ر�ن  ن  لی ےہ  ا�ی  لھپ   فلتخم 
و لکش  ن  لی ےہ  ا�ی  یھب   ،لھپ 
اور اگل  اگل  می  ر 

ن ئ
اس� اور   وصرت 

ا�ی یھب  ت  ن
در� اظنرہ  اک  دقرت  ی   د�ی

یہ ا�ی  ی  �ہ ےنت  دو  اس  ن  لی  ےہ، 
لھپ ب  �ب ن  لی اےہ  اج�ت پ�ا  �

ی�ن س� ےس   �پاین 
فلتخم ذاہقئ  وت  اےہ  �ت وہ  ار  ی

ت
� رک   �پ 

ی
ن

� رکہمش  اک  دقرت  �ی  ا  اےہ ،کی  وہاج�ت
ےہ۔

، ےچنغ، آاتفب، قفش، اچدن، اشکہکں
ُ

گ
ر ن ی حپ یھب  وکیئ   ا�ی 

وہ ہن  می  وت  سج  ی 
ن

�

، ےچنغ، آاتفب، قفش، اچدن، اشکہکں
ُ

گ
وت می   سج  ی 

ن
� ر  ن ی حپ یھب  وکیئ   ا�ی 

وہ ہن 

رپ�یمی) (وادح 

�ُُف فًّ�تِ الّصُ االقُم وحبُ ُرفِ�َ�تِ ال�
( ی

ئ
وہگ کشخ  اں  ی

ئ
روانش� ےئگ  وٹٹ   ملق 

بارِی � ن  ےئگ،  لی د�ی  ی��  پ� ل� ص��یفے   اور 
ےہ رار 

ت
ر� �ب ہلسلس  اک  انث  دمح  یک    اعتیل 

......)

Arshi Ansari (ااصنری (رعیش 
B.Sc. Life Sciences
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मैं कुछ कहना चाहती हूं, 
इस सृष्टि में समाए रहना चाहती हूं। 

“मत जुदा करो, इस मृदा प्रेम सरे 
यरे खुश नहीं है, मरेररे जानरे सरे”

 
“सृष्टि का साया मुझरे पाल रहा है 

यरे प्दषूण ही तो प्ाण ननकाल रहा है” 

“यरे मरेघा इस ष्मट्ी को महकती है 
मरेरी सादगी ही तो मुझरे सुूंदर बनाती है” 

“यरे छाल सरे सरकता मधुर शहद 
इसी अूंनतम यात्ा में हो गया कैद” 

“सावन सरे प्रेम मरेरा अनोखा है 
यरे शपथ लरेकर, हत्ा करना एक धोखा है” 

“मैं कुछ कहना चाहती हूं,  
इस सृष्टि में समाए रहना चाहती हूं” 

“यरे बादलों का समूह मुझरे बुलाता है  
हररयाली का कहर मुझमें ही समाता है” 

“हरी पोशाक की सुूंदरता की ज्ोत हूं 
ककसानों की मुस्ान का स्तोत हूं” 

“मरेघा, हररयाली, मृदा मरेरी ष्मत्ता का सार हैं 
सावन मरेररे प्रेम का आधार है 

यरे स्वच्छ वायु और कुछ नहीं, 
मरेरी तरफ सरे एक छोटा सा उपहार है” 

“अलग-अलग तरीकों सरे लोगों को जागरूक ककया 
कफर कुछ समय उपराूंत, जागरूकता नरे मुूंह फरे र ददया” 

“मत जुदा करो, इस मृदा प्रेम सरे 
यरे खुश नहीं है, मरेररे जानरे सरे” 

“मत जुदा करो, इस पररवार सरे
यरे तड़पता है, नबन मरेररे प्ार करे ” 

“मैं कुछ कहना चाहती हूं 
इस सृष्टि में समाए रहना चाहती हूं”
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B.Sc. (Hons.) Botany
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Turritopsis dohrnii is a species of jellyfish found 
worldwide in temperate to tropical waters. With 
a common name X, this species of jellyfish has 
an ability/characteristic which makes it the only 
organism of its kind on the face of this planet. 

It shares its common name X with a very famous 
Hollywood actress who herself has played a character 
in the Marvel cinematic universe. It also shares its 
name with a superhero character from the Marvel 
cinematic universe.

This ability is something that is possessed by people 
and organisms in mythological tales and God-like 
beings. Humans are researching Turritopsis dohrnii 
to find out how it is even naturally possible for an 
organism to do such a thing with its life cycle.

Give X and the ability.

A famous man-eating tiger is listed in the Guinness 
Book of World Records for causing the highest 
number of fatalities by a tiger. This tiger was later 
shot in 1907 by X, a British hunter, tracker, naturalist, 
and author. One of X’s very popular books derives its 
title from this story. Interestingly, 29 years later, a 
well-known tourist destination in India, in the same 
region where this incident took place, was named 
after X.

Identify X.

This 2018 sci-fi action film starring Jason Statham 
was loosely based on Erich Hoeber’s 1997 book. In the 
movie, a group of scientists encounter a shark while 
on a rescue mission at the bottom of the Pacific 
Ocean. Theories suggest that the creature went 
extinct 2.6 million years ago, the most fearsome shark 
in history. The super-sized monstrous shark was 
twice the size of any other meat-eating shark to have 
lived, scientists have discovered. Rapidly changing 
sea levels about 2.6 million years ago impacted the 
coastal ecosystem that the giant shark inhabited.

What are these sharks called?

4

5

Fibres produced by X are being considered as a 
new type of silk but are not being harvested at a 
large scale as it is extremely hard to extract viable 
quantities of it. These fibres which although might 
look delicate are extremely strong, for comparison 
they are 5 times as strong as steel fibres of the same 
dimensions.

The world’s only 100% natural large piece of this 
textile was displayed in the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York City. It took 1 million 
of these organisms, 70 workers and 4 years to make 
this. Although X has many species and many of them 
could be used for making textile, for making this 
particular piece, a special species was selected as it 
produces very beautiful golden coloured fibres.

Identify X.

In the 1962 sci-fi novel, ‘Hothouse’ by Brian Aldiss, 
Earth’s rotation gets locked & one side of it constantly 
faces the sun & so plants fill almost all the ecological 
niches like cobwebs. The humans live on the edge of 
extinction, within the canopy layer of a giant tree.

The idea of this fictitious tree was inspired by a real 
tree that is about 250 years old and covers an area 
of about 19000 sq. metres. This tree was hit by two 
cyclones in the 19th century, severely damaging its 
trunk. So, it was amputated to keep the remainder 
healthy. The tree is still surviving as this native Indian 
species can live upon the aerial roots that reach the 
soil.

Which tree is being talked about here that inspired the 
giant tree in ‘Hothouse’?
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7

8

Researchers have developed a robot that mimics 
an X — the home to the majority of whom is the 
biodiversity hotspot, Madagascar. The robot collects 
information about its environment through visual 
cues, similar to X, and then projects this information 
onto its screen-like surface. This invention could 
pave the way for clothing that essentially makes the 
wearer ‘invisible’.

This approach of using bio-inspired designs is called 
bio_        . The blank involves a word that’s the 
functioning mechanism of X and the robot, and also 
a famous form of art.

Identify X and FITB.

The Yumthang Valley or popularly known as the 
‘Valley of Flowers’ is the river basin of the Teesta River 
and its tributaries. It is a nature sanctuary with the 
river, hot springs, yaks and grazing pasture on rolling 
meadows surrounded by the Himalayan mountains 
in the North Sikkim district of Sikkim state. It is home 
to over thirty-five species of X. X, which means red 
tree due to the presence of beautiful reddish pinkish 
coloured flowers which these trees are famous for. 
Yumthang valley is a kind of sanctuary for these 
species which is spread across around thirty-four 
square kilometres of these trees X which are also the 
state tree/ flower of this state.

Identify X.

This movement had a great impact on the people of 
this metropolitan city, it included people from all 
walks of life who came together to save the “city’s 
lungs”. This movement was started to protect the 
only green cover in the northern suburbs region 
of the city and is known for its lush greenery, with 
tall trees, grasslands and rocky hills. The movement 
went on for almost 5 years before becoming a major 
controversy in the latter half of the last decade, 
making this movement to become the most tweeted 
environment protection movement on Twitter in 
India at the time.

Name the movement.

9
The                            is an island group located in the Atlantic 
Ocean. It is a well-known tourist destination. The 
islands that comprise the _______ are considered 
to be islands but are ancient coral reefs which took 
the form of islands. Another island group present 
in the Atlantic Ocean also, near the _______ 
is very well known for its mysterious nature and 
activities around it which also cover some part of the 
_______ under its area of mysterious influence.

A company that manufactures an everyday item used 
_______ name as their company name to kind of 
send a message of comfort and relaxation due to the 
fact of the _______ being a holiday destination.

FITB. (Blanks are indicative).

ANSWERS

Q1. Scarlet & Immortality, Q2. Jim Corbett, Q3. 
Megalodon, Q4. Spider, Q5. Great Banyan Tree of 
Howrah(WB), Q6. Chameleon & biomimicry, Q7. 
Rhododendron, Q8. Aarey Forest Movement, Q9. The 
Bahamas.
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Manipur, constitutes 16 
administrative districts, out 
of which Bishnupur is the 
one I have visited the most. 
The district got its name 
from an ancient Vishnu 
temple established in the 
15th century. Bishnupur 
flourishes in terms of 
flora. From paddy fields to 
forests, Bishnupur offers 
an amazing scenic view. 
The majority of paddy 
production in Manipur 
comes from Bishnupur. 
Some top attractions in 

Manipur include- The 
Loktak Lake, Keibul Lamjao 
National Park, Tharon Cave 
and the Kangla Fort which 
is situated at the heart of 
Imphal and was the king’s 
palace.

Out of the aforementioned 
sites my favourite has to be 
the infamous Keibul Lamjao 
National Park, which is 
the home to Sangai, an 
endangered subspecies of 
Eld Deers.

One of the largest natural 
freshwater lakes in India- 
‘Loktak’ is also situated 
next to the national park. 
This lake is a biodiversity 
hotspot being the home 
of numerous fishes and 

migratory birds. During 
winters this site becomes 
the dream destination 
for birdwatchers and 
photographers who travel 
from different parts across 
the globe to observe the 
birds which migrate from 
different parts of the 
continent.

The locals as well as state 
administration make all 
possible efforts to preserve 
this natural wonder. 
Since the area is a tourist 
hotspot, both the State 
Government and private 
construction companies 
have constructed hotels 
and lounges. People can 
also enjoy their stay on the 
lake in houseboats. It is a  

Sangai Loktak lake

Manipur
Shalini Tongbram

B.Sc.(Hons.) Zoology

dream destination because 
the place where tourists will 
be staying is on marshes of 
land which usually floats 
at Loktak, this is called 
phumdis, the place where 
Sangai resides. Along with 
that if one is lucky enough 
then he would be able to 
have a glimpse of Sangai 
which is a very shy animal 
and chances of seeing it is 
considered very low.

Between July and August, 
the lake is transformed into 
yet another magnificent 
sight, as the entire lake is 
covered in lotuses- a sight 
that mesmerised me. From 
the petals to the stem, we 
locals put every part of the 

flower in use. The petals 
are used in producing 
fragrances and offered to 
the deities. The stem is 
eaten raw or as Singju which 
is an indigenous delicacy 
of Manipur. The fruit of 
the lotus is usually eaten 
raw and it is very nutritive 
as it has a lot of vitamins and 
minerals. The leaves are used 
as plates and the roots are fried 
and consumed by the people.
 
Agriculture is the primary 
occupation here with rice, 
potato, cabbage, brinjal 
and tomato being the main 
cultivated crops. Bishupur 
is a rural area with a 
hard-working population, 
focussing mainly on organic 

farming and using cow dung 
as the star manure which is 
churned up with degraded 
straw, leaves, fruits etc. 
Speaking of fruits, some 
parts of Manipur are famous 
for the production of various 
fruity alcohols, it is called 
Yu in the local language and 
is manufactured in parts of 
Sekmai, Andro, Leimaram, 
Phayeng etc. This local 
alcoholic beverage is usually 
made up of fermented rice 
and is done by the process 
of distillation. This alcohol 
could be sold here only and 
the permission is given by 
the Government of Manipur 
as it is also a part of their 
tradition which was passed 
on from generations and is 
also a source of income for 
them.

Manipur has been 
following traditions set 
by their ancestors from 
ancient times like Rain 
Water Harvesting. Every 
household in Manipur, 
including my own, has a 
pond where rainwater is 

Capital Imphal

A view from our house
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stored and is further used in many household activities. In the courtyard or the backyard 
we have a garden where we grow herbs and other plants.

Natural vegetation occupies a total of 64% of the total geographical region of the state and 
usually consists of Tall grasses, reeds, bamboo and trees. There are four types of forests 
found in Manipur, Tropical semi-evergreen, Dry temperate forest, Subtropical pine and 
tropical moist deciduous forest. 

Manipur never fails to astonish one because of its never-ending scenic beauty. The 
temperature here is very moderate and the best time to visit Manipur is between October 
and March . Our late prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru named Manipur the Jewel of India. 
Manipur is also known as the Switzerland of India because the temperature and the beauty 
pretty much resemble Switzerland. Manipur indeed is a gift of nature.

A field view of Manipur 

Wayanad is very close to 
my hometown, Calicut. This 
is the time of my school 
trip when I brushed past 
through the Western Ghats 
for the first time. Wayanad 
back then from the lens of 
a schoolgirl was a quaint 
experience. 

We started our journey at 
dawn from our school and it 
took almost 2 hours to reach 
there. The journey through 
the Thamarassery hairpin 
road starting from Adivaram 
to Lakiddi viewpoint was 
a mesmerising view to 

our eyes. After having our 
brunch we reached our 
first destination - Pookode 
Lake.  As I  remember, the  
entry fee was 50 rupees. 
The freshwater lake was 
nestled between the forest 
and the place was teeming 
with monkeys. There was a 
boating facility, children’s 
park, handicrafts, spices 
emporium, and freshwater 
aquarium. The Lake has a lot 
of lotuses and is surrounded 
by green forest from all 
sides. A path is built around 
the lake, and after taking 
a stroll we headed to our 
next destination- Harrison’s 
plantation, a tea plantation 
cum factory. It was a great 
experience to witness how 
tea powder is processed 
right from the picking 
stage to the further step of 

processing. It was a guided 
tour where photography 
was strictly prohibited. 
After an hour walk in the 
factory and a bit of blend 
tea powder shopping, we 
headed over to Banasura 
Sagar Dam. It is the largest 
earth dam in India and 2nd 
largest in Asia. There is an 
interesting story behind 
the naming of this dam. The 
name ‘Banasura’ was given 
after the son of Mahabali, 
a famous  ruler of Kerala, 
who took penance on the 
foothills. In the scorching 
heat we reached the top 
of the dam after a 1.5km 
walk to see the lofty peaks 
surrounding the lake. 

We had our traditional 
Kerala meals from a 
homely mess and arrived at 

Kerala
Anjali Krishnan M M

B.Sc.(Hons.) Zoology, 

Chembra Peak
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Meenmutty falls, which was 
situated above the height 
of 300 metres. Bathing 
under the waterfalls was 
strictly prohibited, but 
there was a small pond-
like edifice, present at the 
bottom, where people 
could indulge in a swim 
or take  bath. Our next pit 
stop was Karalad  lake and 
we reached it almost  in 
the evening. It was one of 
the calmest and soothing 
places for our mind to relax. 
The place was surrounded 
by Bamboo trees and had  
adventurous activities like a 
zip line. It is the 2nd largest 
freshwater lake in Kerala, 
in which we enjoyed a boat 
ride.The last destination for 
that day was the Edakkal 
caves.Upon reaching the 
parking at the base of the 
hill, there were several 
shops selling souvenirs and 
food items. At the abyss, 
entrance fee was paid and 
all the pet bottles were 
marked with a sticker and 
monitored afterwards as 
littering is not allowed here. 
The name Edakkal literally 
means a stone in between. 
As the name suggests, it 
really seems like there is a 
large rock stuck in between 
two big boulders. There 
were two caves joined by a 
narrow slit resembling like 
a tunnel. It was a trekking 
experience for more than 
one kilometres uphills. 
The cave is located in 
Ambukuthi Mala, the tallest 
mountain in the district 
of Wayanad. Reaching the 
cave was worth the climb. 
Before getting into the 
cave, I paused and dawdled  
to marvel at the  beautiful 
vista offered by the place. 
The walls of Edakkal caves 
were covered with various 
engravings and prehistoric 

Muttil Hills

Tholpetty

line drawings. These line drawings are the 
symbolic representation of the culture 
and people that lived there. The stone 
carvings leave you awestruck. On the walls 
of the cave we found Tamil and Brahmini 
inscriptions. It is believed that the work is 
from the Neolithic or Mesolithic age. As it 
was the time of sunset, the mild sun rays 
penetrating into the cave made the place 

even more beautiful. The top view displayed 
a serene beauty and calmness of nature. 
The greenery and fresh and non polluted air 
around was enough to make us relaxed. The 
trip gave us the moment to reconcile with 
the nature in our bustling life.

Image Credits - Ameenshah P

View from Banasura Sagar Dam Thamarassery Hairpin Road

Soochipara FallsMeenmutty Falls
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One of the Seven Sisters, 
the state of Assam is my 
birthplace, and just like any 
other state in the North-
East, the state’s beauty is 
beyond what words can 
describe. Whether you live 
in a city, town or a village 
the view of nature that 
this place offers you is 
breathtaking. 

Guwahati, or as some 
choose to spell it, Gauhati, 
has been my home for the 
past 18 years and there is 
no other city in the country 

that I can adore more than 
it. This tier-2 city is located 
on the banks of the river 
Brahmaputra and is well 
known as the location of the 
famed Kamakhya Temple.

This city has two sides, one 
with huge buildings and 
complexes and the other 
with a stunning view of 
nature that can capture a  
unique spot in your heart. 
My love for nature and these 
aesthetic perspectives may 
be traced back to my high 
school, Faculty Higher 
Secondary School. My 
school, founded by well-
known environmentalist, 
Pradip Kuman Bhuyan, is 

located on the outskirts 
of the city. The school is 
totally run on solar power, 
with the Brahmaputra in 
the background and hills in 
front. 

The vista of the campus in 
autumn is breathtaking, 
with dried leaves strewn 
across the paths, making 
it look like a movie set. 
Winters are my favorite 
season, especially because I 
can relax on the grass with 
a book and a cup of coffee 
and enjoy the sun. Another 
reason to enjoy winters is 
the presence of migratory 
birds in the pond which is 
just in front of the school 

Assam
Dristi Jain Patni

B.Com (Hons.)

Migratory birds enjoying their winters in Assam

building. Spring is another lovely time 
with zebras and roses blooming in the 
gardens. One thing that I could never get 
enough of was sitting in the garden which 
looked so beautiful, especially during this 
season.

If you are ever in Guwahati, you must go to 
the Kamakhya Temple. This temple, one of 
the 51 Shakti Peethas, is located in Nilachal 
Hills and is also known as the ‘Temple of 
the Bleeding Goddess.’ Aside from the 
temple’s cultural and spiritual value, the 
scenery around it is therapeutic. From the 
peak, you can certainly see half of the city, 
and the sight is wholesome.

Bellevue is another of my favorite spots in 
the city. If you enjoy both nature and tea, 
you will fall in love with this place. With 
hills on one side and Brahmaputra on the 
other, this location will turn a poor day 
into a nice one. This is the city’s favorite 
place for a morning walk and to watch the 
sunrise. In addition to the amazing view, 
this place also offers you amazing tea and 
food. From snacks to full-course meals, 
you will find everything here.

Talking about amazing walks and sunrises 
reminds me of my trip to Kaziranga 

National Park. Every kid who had geography 
in school knows this place. The majestic one-
horned rhinoceros resides here and only 
here. I remember enjoying the jeep safari 
into the forest and seeing deers, tortoises, 
elephants, different kinds of birds, and rhinos. 
In addition to that, I also love Kaziranga for 
the local Assamese cuisine that is served. 
This includes rice along with Masor Tenga 
(fish), Pitika, and duck curry. I witnessed an 
incredible Bihu performance while sitting 
near the bonfire and admiring the winter sky. 
Bihu is an Assamese folk dance performed 
by dancers wearing traditional Assamese 
Mekhela Chador. The entire dance form is so 
vibrant and enjoyable that I couldn’t help but 
get up and dance. 

My mother is from a small town called Lala 
Bazar, which is almost 60 km from the city 
of Silchar. This small town located in India’s 
smallest district Hailakandi has awarded me 
the privilege to witness a few of the most 
majestic sunsets of my life. I have seen the 
sky change its colors into shades of yellow, 
orange, and pink with no traffic or hustle 
around and all one can hear is birds chirping 
in the distance.  My grandfather owns a farm; 
the litchi and sapodillas that he brings back 
home are the sweetest. I doubt we will be 
able to find such fresh and delicious fruits in 

Faculty Higher Secondary School
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the cities. The backyard of 
my grandparent’s house has 
a garden where they have 
planted roses and all these 
flowers are used to make 
‘gulkand’, which is so tasty. 
My grandparents also share 
a very close relationship 
with nature just like me. 
The one thing which I 
have seen them doing 
religiously is waking up at 
4 am every morning and 
going for a walk. They truly 
understand the importance 
of taking in fresh air. They 
have never  used chemical 
soaps for bathing. The 
soap is made at home and 
is completely eco-friendly. 
The rainwater is collected 
and used for cleaning the 
house and watering plants. 
The biodegradable house 
waste which includes 
fruits and vegetable peels 
are either used as manure 
on the farm or fed to the 
cows. Surprisingly, my 
grandparents even put the 
plastic water bottles into 
use by cleaning them and 
then storing kerosene in 
them. 

There is so much that is 
left to be explored not 
only in Assam but in the 
entire North-East. I hope 
people start seeing these 
states and get familiar with 
their culture and diversity 
because there is a lot to 
learn from the people of the 
North-East.

Autumn showcasing its beauty
Image Credits - 
Mr. Ashiqul Haque

I was born and raised in the state of Uttar 
Pradesh, the most populated state in india. 
Despite that I share fond memories of often 
visiting Rajasthan since my parents hail from 
the state of deserts. So, I wanted to share 
a piece of my experiences and perspective 
from them.

10 years back I went to a temple in Rajasthan 
named Gogamedi Temple of Hanumangarh 
district which is 395 km away from the Jaipur 
city in Rajasthan. People from the whole 
country go there for a fair called the Gogaji 
Fair, dedicated to a popular hero who is 
known as Goga Veer among the Hindus and 
Jahar Peer among the Muslims. Three days 
long grand fair is held at Gogamedi during 
the month of August - September in the 
memory of Gogaji. When I visited the temple 
with my family the water scarcity was so 
prevalent that we had to buy water cans for 
bathing. That was the first time I realized the 
importance of water that we waste in gallons 
at home for our daily activities. Women were 
bringing water from miles and selling it to 
earn a livelihood.

Environment was in a better condition 
when people used to walk miles to get water 
from wells and ponds, were physically 
fit and environmentally secure. Villages 
were not equipped with submersible 
motors and so the groundwater table was 
on mark. The peace and the beauty of 
nature had to shatter, each house got its 
own motor pump, the wells dried up and 
eutrophication accelerated in ponds. When 
they had to walk miles to get water, they 
used it wisely. Now people are wasting it as 
it is freely available.Contrary to this in the 
deserts of Rajasthan water is still an elixir 
for them. The natural cycle of monsoon 
has altered. The summer crop- gourds and 
melons die due to drought and so does the 
winter crop potato due to excess rainfall. 
No matter how good you irrigate the fields, 
the yield obtained by natural showers can 
not be matched.The changing monsoon 
pattern constantly flooded the deserts. 
For Rajasthan, ajmer, barmer, jodhpur, pali, 
jalore, sirohi, udaipur, chittorgarh, bundi, 
kota, jaipur, jhalawar, baran, bharatpur, 
alwar districts are flood prone areas. 

Shreya Dixit
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(Floods in Rajasthan 
- RajRAS)

As a child I 
remember visiting 
the Allen Forest 
Zoo in Kanpur 
and asking my 
mother about the 
weird white thing 
on almost all tree 
barks. Those were 
lichens, the trees 
almost hid behind 
the white lichen. 
But recently no sign 
of lichens is seen 
in the whole zoo. 
Lichens are sulfur 
dioxide pollution 
indicators, they 
don’t group in areas where sulfur dioxide concentration is high. Keoladeo Bird Sanctuary is 
itself famous for its migratory birds, but sadly the number of these birds have also reduced. 
The changing climatic pattern and extinction of birds both are equally responsible. 

Ponds and lakes are almost dead from algal blooms. The holy river Ganga runs through cities 
like Kanpur, Varanasi, Allahabad in Uttar pradesh. Due to the dam Ganga Bairaj in Kanpur, 
the collected river water smells foul and appears black in color. Ganga will never be the 
same as people bathe, throw industrial waste, and whatnot in the river. In 2019, nearly 24 
crore people attended one of the largest Kumbh Mela in Allahabad. They contaminated the 
river by throwing flowers, performing various rituals, bathing and menstruating women 
taking bath in the river. People drink the same water from the holy river believing it to be 
God’s gift. Though in recent years the water has become less polluted due to various action 
programs like the Ganga Action Plan (GAP), Namami Gange Programme, it is not the same 
as it was before.
Taj Mahal, considered one of the seven wonders of the world, has almost turned yellow due 
to sulfur pollution and the black waters of Yamuna flowing behind mar the monument’s 
beauty. The Yamuna river is almost dried up in the cities of Baghpat, Mathura, Agra, 
Firozabad, Etawah, Kalpi, Hamirpur and Prayagraj of UP. The water is not potable for 
drinking but also unfit for bathing and irrigation.It is only left for the cattle to bathe in. 
The farmers of villages near the Yamuna do not irrigate their fields from its water due to 
its bad quality. They prefer underground water over it. Similarly to Ganga, the government 
introduced various programs in an attempt to salvage the river condition like the Yamuna 
Action Plan (YAP) which has completed two phases YAP-1 and YAP-2 so far.

Farmers do composting and crop rotation but it’s not done on a large scale because they 
want a large yield, not just organic crops. Though the Green Revolution helped the farmers 
of Haryana and Punjab, it didn’t bring a revolution in UP. Cucumber farming  on the bank 
of Ganga is common. People like to enjoy fresh cucumbers in summers, but studies show 
they are directly ingesting Cadmium, a carcinogenic metal by that cucumber.

No matter what, human intervention definitely destroys natural beauty and by now we have 
gathered enough evidence to prove that. Abrupt ending. Needs to be  more substantial.

Gogamedi Temple of Hanumangarh district

Image Credit - Gogamedi.org
Morni Hills offers a lot of calm and tranquillity 
to someone looking for a quick weekend trip. 
The only hill station in Haryana, Morni Hills is 
a perfect weekend getaway destination from 
Delhi and Chandigarh. The sleepy town is 
surrounded by lush greenery on all sides and 
the Shivalik range of the Himalayas forming 
its backdrop. If you are looking to explore the 
unexplored, Morni Hills is an ideal choice. 
Being the only hill station in Haryana, it 
stands as a popular picnic destination for 
locals and tourists alike. The Morni waterfalls 
are a serene beauty. In addition to being 
a grand vista point, Morni Hills is also an 
important archaeological site where hand-
carvings dating back to the 7th Century have 
been found in the Thakurdwara Temple. It is 
also a great place to engage in trekking and 
birdwatching. 

The entire route from the city to these quaint 
hills makes for a beautiful journey. Forests 
and mighty pine trees line the way up to the 
foothills of the Shivaliks before one finally 
alights at Morni Hills. The name ‘Morni’ is 
believed to be a remnant of a queen who once 
ruled the area. The Morni Hills are offshoots 
of the Shivalik range of the Himalayas, which 
run in two parallel ranges. The village of Morni 
lies on the mountainside, at 1,220 metres 
(4,000 ft) above mean sea level. Among the 
spurs of the hills lie two lakes, the larger of 

these being about 550 metres (1,800 ft) 
long and 460 metres (1,510 ft) broad, and 
the smaller around 365 metres (1,198 ft) 
either way. A hill divides the two lakes, but 
there is theorised to be a hidden channel 
linking them, as the water level of the two 
lakes remains roughly the same.Locals 
revere the lakes as sacred. It is believed to 
be auspicious and hence is a focal point 
during many celebrations. The remains 
of the Morni Fort are present quite close 
to the hills as well. In addition to the 
landscape, a wide variety of flora and 
fauna is also present here, which makes it 
a delight for every nature lover. It has great 
coverage of flora and a lot of wild animals 
can also be seen here. 

But for some time now, the integrity of 
the place has been compromised. People 
now fear visiting the hill because of 
security reasons. It was the  place for a 
weekend getaway and picnics but now 
some antisocial elements have belittled 
the sanctity of the place. Inebriates can 
be seen consuming alcohol in the middle 
of the roads, the bad connectivity of 
the place has resulted in lower security 
because of which tourists are often unable 
to call for help in case of some danger 
or emergency. It is now believed that 
Morni hills have become a safe haven for 
criminals as mentioned in the reports of 
The Times of India on 27 November,2017 
. Rash driving, drugs among youngsters 
have become common due to the absence 
of surveillance in the place. Numerous 

Dhruv Jindal
B. Sc. Life Science
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heinous crimes like murders, gang 
rapes, mob attacks, robbery were 
also reported in the Morni. The 
cause of all these crimes is said to 
be due to inadequate monitoring by 
proper authorities, dense forest-
cover, multiple entry and exit points 
and no check posts.

The current ecological condition 
is  not a very promising prospect 
either. There is a change in the 
dominion of various species in the 
forest due to heavy grazing and 
over-exploitation resulting in loss 
of a significant amount of wildlife. The forest has been affected by deforestation and 
excessive anthropogenic activity for a long time now. Illegal sand mining is also observed 
there. If such activities continue to happen, Morni hills  will be on the verge of dying out 
just like the Aravali hills. The Aravali Hills have been hit hard by illegal sand mining for 
construction material which results in landslides and air pollution with extensive loss of 
flora and fauna and if the situation is not controlled then the ecological condition of Morni 
hills will degrade to a point of no return as well. To contemplate nature’s beauty Morni 
hills is an inordinate place. So it is necessary to conserve this area from the excessive 
anthropogenic activities. With proper police patrolling and certain regulations this place 
can still remain a great tourist attraction. 

Morni Hills has always been the  perfect destination for a nice family picnic and a weekend 
getaway and it is no doubt a much important ecological part of the state. So it’s revival to 
glory must be a top priority for the authorities. The Haryana government has started an 
initiative to establish a 50,000 hectare herbal forest with the help of self help groups to 
sustain its biota. Thus, by taking the relevant actions and acknowledging the need, let’s 
embrace the remarkable grace of nature and try to protect it’s integral resources and sights 
of heritage like Morni hills.

Government Initiative-

• Secretary, Environment, Embassy of Japan, Yuki Yoshida, along with Haryana officials, 
visited to explore the potential of setting up a center of excellence related to climate change, 
waste management, e-vehicles, air pollution, biodiversity conservation, land degradation, 
desertification and other allied areas, it said. 

• A committee under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Government of Haryana has 
been constituted on the initiative of the department of environment to monitor the 
implementation of Action Plan of Ambient Air Quality of Faridabad and to ensure inter 
departmental coordination at the State level regarding the same. 

View of Morni Hills

Image Credit - Transtravelindia.com

Okay!  So 
from where 
should I 
start? It’s 
been an 
i n c r e d i b l e 
journey from 
West Assam to 
Mumbai in my life 
of 18 years. I have traveled 
to a lot of places,thanks 
to my dad. I was born in 
Guwahati, the capital of 
Assam. It is also known 
as the “city of temples”. 
Rummaging through my 
childhood memories, all I do 
remember is that it did have 
many parks and temples. 
Like the famous Nehru Park, 
Tarun Ram, Phukhan Park 
and the Hilltop Kamakhya 
Temple, featuring shrines 
to the Hindu deities Shiva 
and Vishnu. It has been 
the same ever since but 
now I only visit Guwahati 

Ma vie

occasionally. While 
traveling in trains I used 
to see a lot of forests, 
incredibly beautiful. The 
Forest and tree cover in 
the state is 29,237 sq km 
which is 37.27% of the 

geographical area. (Source- 
India State of Forest Report 
2011, Forest Survey of India.) 
It made me feel so happy I 
just don’t know why. Also, 
seeing the lofty waves of 
the  Brahmaputra river was 
really fascinating in my 
childhood. 

Then I shifted to Kolkata. 
Obviously famous for its 
sweets like sandesh, mishti 
doi, chom chom, and 
places like Howrah bridge, 
Fort William and Victoria 
Memorial. I don’t think any 
place has better food than 
Calcutta. It was Calcutta 
back in the olden days. 

Recently when I visited 
Kolkata, I was so happy to see 
that place, it has developed 
a lot since then. One thing 
that has not changed and I 
am glad it hasn’t is the food, 
literal chills.
Moving on from Kolkata, 
let’s go to the next 
stop- Hyderabad. I don’t 
remember that much 
because I was just 10. And all 
I remember is that I loved 
the food, the Hyderabadi 
Biryani, Haleem, Lukhmi. 
As you might have guessed 
I am a foodie. That’s what 
I specifically remember 
about most places. Though 
a peculiar thing that I 
remember about Hyderabad 
is that the air was cleaner 
and fresher as compared 
to the other places I have 
been. 

Now finally the next place is 

Sonal Bhura
B. Com (Hons.)
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Aerial view of Guwahati city

Kolkata street

Gateway of India Jaipur City

Charminar

Mumbai. Seems exciting,right ? Mumbai is a really beautiful place with a lot of beaches, 
good food, cleaner air, good people, and pro-tip you can find a lot of seashells so the next 
time when you visit the beaches make sure to collect them. The beaches used to be really 
clean back then (when?).There were trees everywhere, and the environment was lush and 
green. 
I remember how peaceful and calming it was to hear the birds chirping from my balcony. 
I felt cheerful. I remember playing in the sand and visiting the famous Gateway of India. 
I enjoyed dancing in the rain but as much as I enjoyed that, the worst thing was going to 
school during monsoons during June, July and August. Once the rainy season got over, the 
weather used to be quite pleasant. The only drawback was that it used to take 2 hours to 
reach the beach because of the traffic, even thinking about that traffic irritates me to no 
end. Even though there were a lot of motor vehicles the air was clean, because of the water 
bodies, the air becomes cool and clears the carbon emissions from the atmosphere.
So after living in Mumbai for a year I shifted to another city. Can you guess? It was Gurgaon, 
I lived there for 3 years. It was not that developed in terms of the construction of buildings 
and highways. It used to be so scary traveling at night. The roads used to be dark and the 
entire surroundings were covered in trees, with one standalone building, at least in my 
part of the area. My life was pretty much school and back home, there were no tourist 
places as such to visit, just hotels and restaurants and malls. One thing that I hated about 
being in Gurgaon was the “Winters”--yes, the winters. It was the first time I had ever 
experienced the winter season in my life. It was freezing! I felt like I was at the north pole 
and I used to think about how people survive in such weather. I remember waking up and 
getting ready for school, and not being able to see a single thing outside the window. Fog 
and fog everywhere, not a thing to be seen!

The next place is really really exciting, by far the best place that I have ever been to, it’s 
peaceful, happening, best food and great weather. I can go on and on about this place, and 
not even get tired of talking about it. Alright enough buildup, the next stop is the pink city- 
Jaipur. It is a calm city with incredible places to visit in the periphery.
There were so many tourist spots like  Hawa mahal, Amer fort, Jal mahal. Amazing places 
for food and shopping such as Johari Bazaar, Bapu Bazaar, Chandpol Bazar. I really want 
to go back to that place, for how generous the locals were.The air was clean, with plenty 
of greenery all around, and I recall seeing mountains from my place. The best thing that I 
loved about that place was its culture and its traditional food, oh it was so delicious! The 
tourist attractions were well maintained and I have witnessed the most soothing sunrise 
and sunsets from that city. I recollect the monsoons of Jaipur. I used to see the peacocks 
from my balcony dancing in the rain.I was a kid back then and that was the first time I had 
seen such a beautiful thing. There were many places to visit in the outskirts, many historical 
places around the city. Each weekend was an adventure, when we used to go trekking, visit 
neighboring cities like Udaipur, Jodhpur,Mount Abu, and visit my Nani’s place in a village 
nearby. All in all, it was a fabulous place, and I am sinking in nostalgia as I recount.

After Jaipur I was back in Gurgaon, but this time, the concrete jungle had expanded its 
growth. The winters changed too, instead of fog,there was smog which caused a lot of 
breathing problems and the temperature in summers went up like anything. The entire 
summer vacation seemed like a really short time because it became difficult to travel 
in scorching heat, which probably crossed 40 degrees. Coupling this was the vehicular 
emission, which pushed the AQI bar even higher. 

Thereafter, I moved back to Mumbai and I am still here. Mumbai is still the same as it was 
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back then, same old traffic, same 2 hours to reach a destination. It was sheer disappointment 
to see the waste littered on beaches. Beaches are believed to be pristine but looking at the 
condition of the shoreline here in Mumbai I feel extremely heartbroken. 
Life from the perspective of a child who got to travel as much to a teenager who can now 
voice her opinion, I feel travelling through the country is a kaleidoscopic experience that 
will revive you and at the same time will give you questions to ponder over.

Gurugram City

Images Credit - Respective Photographers for Unsplash
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� مک  ےس  زجعمے  یسک  ا  رک�ن رجتہب  وک  امجل 
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My Journey
Pramit Lahiri

B.Sc.(Hons.) Zoology

I come from Bengal, a melting pot of diversity. My father is a passionate motorist. 
So from childhood, I’ve spent most of my time in the backseat, gazing outside, 
reading, writing, or in school days, even completing holiday homeworks! Among the 
many states I have been through and to, nature has been unique yet a common ground in 
all. I shall attempt my best to take you on my journey of Nature of all these states-

West Bengal 

My earliest memory takes me back to Dhakuria Lake situated in Southern Kolkata, a place 
where fitness enthusiasts of all kinds breeze by like the cold wind that the Lake waters 
sweep back at its visitors. I used to swim in one of its lakes and still recall when small fishes 
used to pluck at my skin. However, there was a time that eutrophication had taken a toll 
in its waters, populating its clear waters with algal blooms. Back in 2019, CMDA (Calcutta 
Metropolitan Development Authority) had taken strict measures to get it cleaned. Within the 
capital, pockets of nature can also be found in Maidan and Zoo. The Maidan is interspersed 
with trees with horses galloping for visitors! West Bengal is one of those states comprising 
all possible terrains. In all my trips to places like Murshidabad, Krishnanagar (famous for 
Ghurni clay work), Barrackpore (famous for the revolt of 1857) and Saktigarh (famous for 
a sweet called Langcha), I used to see vast expanses of agricultural fields of paddy. This 
is because of the Gangetic floodplain, which intersects through the state from the north. 

Due to this, trade and travel flow depend 
on the river. For example, boat rides from 
Dakshinewar, a Shakti Peeth to Belur Math, 
the monastery institutionalized by Swami 
Vivekananda. As a school-lad, I had once 
visited a village called Palla. Upon arrival, 
the host greeted and showed us around. 
He had not only grown unique flowering 
plants, one of them being a blue lotus but 
also had an entire vermicomposting unit! 
He had also built an Anganwadi for fellow 
villagers. That day I remember savoring one 
of their regular platters- Alu-Posto, Aam 
Chutney, Papod bhaja, Chorchori, Maacher 
kalia and whatnot! Such stupendous meals 
were in my favor in Purulia too, a place 
located on the Chotanagpur plateau, home 
to the great Ajodha Mountains and Marble 
Lake. Purulia is also well known for Chauu 
dance, I was witness to a fascinating 
performance where an artist depicted 
how a monkey drank water, whilst wearing 
that entire getup of Chauu! This reminds 
me of Malda, famous for its mangoes 
and especially Gour-Pandua, the capital 
of Medieval Bengal. Its Adina mosque 
and Akhali mausoleum are adorned with 
massive gardens! A literal garden of 
education is still found planted at Bolpur 
or Santiniketan by Gurudev Rabindranath 

Tagore. Many trees are found sprawling in 
the Visva Bharati campus. The Basanta Utsab 
and Brikkharopon Utsab by Gurudev, aimed 
at increasing awareness about nature via 
literature and culture. I still remember sitting 
in Sonajhuri forest of Sal trees, listening to the 
melodious tunes composed by Baul artists. 
Gurudev had an entire set called “Baul Sur” 
i.e, tune of Bauls, out of this one song I quote-

  গ্রামছরাডরা ওই ররাঙরা মরাটির পথ
  আমরার মন ভুলরায় ের

  Translation- My King’s road that lies still   
  before my house makes my heart wistful.

Thus, one will not be wrong to say that 
Shantiniketan is the cultural hamlet on red 
soil. Following the flow of Kopai river from 
Shantiniketan, one ends up following Ganga 
river. Below we hear the mighty roars of the 
Royal Bengal Tiger echoing in the Swampy 
Sunderbans. It was this trip, where our car 
was at rest. We charted our course, I say this 
for our journey used to be from one island 
to another via a Bojra-a houseboat. The 
most thrilling experiences I recount when 
traveling to the Mohana- the place where 
sea water meets the river. Oh the tumultuous 

Palla Road

    Image Credit - Shomjit Bhattacharyya
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waves crashing against the wood plaques of 
our ship! As we raged ahead to the island, 
home to a Man Eater Royal Bengal. Upon 
our arrival, it lazily growled and leaned itself 
to a side signaling us that’s all “Darshan ‘’ we 
can have for the day! On our journey back, 
we saw a Saltwater Crocodile enjoying its 
siesta with its snap open for an unlucky prey 
happening to land on it. That night, as weak 
thunderstorms danced the sky, we went from 
our camps to click pictures of the nearby 
swampy plants in the dim. Unfortunately, 
the pictures got lost but this memory sticks 
forever. Speaking of forests, on my journey 
to Dooars, a place frolicking in lush green 
savanna due to the rich alluvial soil provided 
by the Brahmaputra river basin. Sitting on 

the Machaans, and looking for the wild 
animals with torchlight was quite the 
experience! Our luck back then favored us 
to see a wild buffalo, whose eyes sparkled 
under the light. There was however another 
light, rather bioluminiscent in nature- the 
fireflies! As I tread back to our car, I was 
bid adieu by the fireflies. Dooras or Duars, 
in Assamese means Doors, and on our way 
we had actually visited a place proving the 
etymology correct. The place was Bindu. 
Our resort, a rather shaky wooden edifice, 
was placed near Jaldhaka river. It was a 
quintessential location of cultural criss-
cross, as one could find both Bengali and 
Tibetan cuisine on the menu. This was 
even more evident as beside Jaldhaka was 

Ajodha Hills

Shantiniketan

Gour-Pandua Malda

Image Credit - Kinjal Bose

Image Credit - Times of India

Image Credit - Attractivespot.blogspot.com

Sunderbans

Image Credit - Hindusthan Times

literally- Bhutan! One had 
to walk a kilometre or so, 
and if one was successful 
crossing the bridge over 
Jaldhaka-lo behold, one 
would be in Bhutan. Thus, 
crossing Jaldhaka has been 
attempted by many and 
the river, though small, 
is quite fierce. The river 
has been witness to fatal 
consequences of crossing 
the river, perhaps even it 
is aware that it’s part of the 
border.  I had also visited a 
similar border of sparkling 
waters of the Ichamati river, 
with Taki on our side and 
Bangladesh on the other. 
The Mohana, closer to it 
are Bengal’s coasts such as 
Digha, Bakkhali, etc. One will 
often find oneself seated at 
the beach with salty water 
swishing near their feet. 
Fish eaters are in for a treat, 
as fresh schools of sardine, 
pomfret, hilsa, shrimps are 
brought in by fishermen in 
Basnigan like boats, which 
are freshly fried ready to be 
served. 

The famous Darjeeling, a 
place well known for its 
tea gardens, mall road and 
most famously tiger hills- 
the place where I remember 
watching the Kanchenjunga 
glistening in whitish amber 
as the first ray of sunlight 
blemished the morning sky. 
To visit this Hill of Bengal, 
Sikkim, and the North-East 
one must go to Siliguri first, 
the Chicken’s Neck of India.

Dhakuria Lake

Image Credit - Pinterest
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Sikkim

Assam

The roads of the hill were rugged, and 
dynamite cut. The Valley of Flowers (famous 
for Rhododendron flowers), had a sparkling 
ice-melten river, hot springs, yaks and 
grazing pasture on rolling meadows with 
the Himalayan mountains at its backdrop. It 
was so cold at the time, that for breakfast 
butter did not require a fridge on our way 
to Yumthang. In Kalimpong, I remember 
visiting the magnificent monastery of 
Zang Dhok Palri Phodang and on our way 
to Gangtok via NH 10, we saw the beautiful 

In Assam, I visited Pobitora Wildlife 
Sanctuary. I remember being at awe when 
I saw the one-horned Indian rhinoceros 
grazing like cattle over wetlands. On our 

Teesta river. One could easily feel at peace, 
as one could experience the cool wind 
beating against the face as the roads wound 
into bends at times. I also visited Sikkim’s 
first zoological park- The Himalayan 
Zoological Park, which was home to a 
diverse fauna. Some of them are Himalayan 
Monal Pheasant, Himalayan Red Panda, 
Snow Leopard Cat, Goral, Himalayan Palm 
Civet, Himalayan Black Bear and Crimson-
Horned Pheasant.

way back, I saw the mighty waves of the 
Brahmaputra river, as the Sanctuary is 
located at the Southern Banks of the river.

One Horned Indian Rhinoceros at PWS

Image Credit - Curly Tales

Yumthang Valley

Image Credit - Travel Triangle 

Brahmaputra river

Image Credit - Unsplash

Red Panda at the Himalayan Zoological Park

Image Credit - Darjeeling Tourism

Meghalaya

In Meghalaya, I was in Shillong, its capital, 
for a few days. In my few days of stay, our car 
would have to barely horn at others, be it at 
traffic signals or otherwise. In Meghalaya, 
I have been to the Clean Village- a name 
rightly coined so. As the village was indeed 
spick and spanning, with dustbins and 
instructions scribbled for unaware visitors. 
If this habit of segregation at source is 
practiced at every household, then the action 
of 3Rs-Recycle, Reuse, Refuse will receive a 
grand clarion of justice. Meghalaya is also 
home to famous Cherrapunji- the place 
where highest precipitation is observed 
on Earth! Unfortunately on our visit, many 
locals complained of the decrease of rainfall 

they observed leading to drying of a local 
waterfall. I also saw the Root Bridge on the 
way, it is a living root bridge formed by 
aerial roots of the fig trees! Often a common 
site in Eastern Khasi Hills, however without 
active care it gets demolished. I also visited 
The Sacred Grove of Mawphlang, a hub 
of Khasi tribe tradition. It is said that the 
deities protect the forest, and so nothing 
must be touched nor should anything be 
removed from the forest. The grove is home 
to many endemic plants, such as the Yew, 
Oak and Elder trees which have thrived for 
generations under the protective efforts of 
the locals.

Mawphlang Sacred grove

Image Credit - travelentice.com

Cherrapunji

Image Credit - india.com

Root bridge

Image Credit - travewell.in
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Odisha

From Bhubaneswar, its capital, I had 
traveled to the Bhubaneswar Zoo- home to 
many flora and fauna, what attracted me the 
most was the Black Swan. As we neared the 
enclosure, it came close with its red beak 
dabbling. From the capital one can also go 
to Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon, the 
Chilika Lake! A boat took me along the lake 
to meet its avian migratory residents. The 
climax of that boat ride was when I saw a 
glimpse of the Irrawaddy Dolphins, waving 
us goodbye with its tails and slipping 
underwater. It is said that many traditional 
fishermen have a cooperative relationship 
with the Irrawaddy. Upon calling the 
dolphins, the Irrawaddy drove fish into their 
nets. Chilika is a hub of eco-tourism, as there 
were many islands in its boundary, from 
which one could touch the Bay of Bengal on 
the other side. We visited Barkuda island, 

home to the famous limbless lizard! We 
visited the famous Sun Temple in Konark, 
an equally beautiful journey in the evening. 
When you look at the sky, it is studded 
with stars and clouds blanket in between! 
Konark shares a coast following which one 
would land to Puri, a famous tourist spot of 
beach. Puri’s coastal waves are fierce, and 
so it has an interesting experience for the 
bold hearted. I remember swimming with 
the fishermen to the extent of the seawater, 
where there is no longer sand beneath. One 
has to suspend, and gentle waves caress. As 
thrilling this experience is, there is also a fear 
of the sea pulling one back. However, the 
Nulia fishermen were mighty experienced 
at such instances and maneuvered easily, 
teaching me a few swimming tricks along 
the way!

Black Swan

Image Credit - Harvard Business School

Irrawaddy Dolphins at Chilika Lake

Image Credit - The New Indian Express

Chilika Lake

Image Credit - Restoration Research Centre

Telangana

Andhra Pradesh

I spent my initial years at Hyderabad, the 
erstwhile capital of Andhra Pradesh. As 
a child I used to visit a Deer Park at the 
city’s outskirts. Then, I remember watching 
Langurs drop fruits and give alarm calls 
to the deer on TV. Of course, there were 
no alarms with me, but I did the Langur’s 
former bidding. It used to be a wholesome 

In Visakhapatnam, from the coasts and 
watchtowers of  Rishikonda and Yarada, 
I saw the trade criss-cross of the famous 
city. Like Darjeeling, Andhra Pradesh has 
the beautiful Araku Valley. In the morning 

experience, as at times some deers used to 
lick my finger gently. The famous Krishna 
river passing through Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh had the Nagarjuna Sagar Dam 
straddling. The Dam is an excellent example 
of how hydroelectricity and irrigation water 
can be controlled simultaneously. It used to 
be our family’s often weekend getaway.

hours, one shall find the place under 
blankets of fog. The winding road took 
me to the famous Borra caves containing 
stalactite and stalagmite of various shapes 
and sizes!

Borra Caves

Image Credit - Mysterioustrip.com

Deer Park at Hyderabad

Image Credit - Hyderabad Tourism

Yarada beach

Image Credit - vizagtourism.org.in

Nagarjuna Dam

Image Credit - The Hans India
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Karnataka 

Ooty and Coorg are home to beautiful 
coffee and spice plantations. Thus, the 
bakeries of both such places are a treat 
for people with a sweet tooth and a liking 
for cocoa! Apart from such savories, I also 
savored the beautiful Nagarhole jungle. I 
remember caressing a female Sambar deer 
at the jungle entrance. Upon doing so, 
the deer turned its head toward me and 
licked my entire sweater! As a child this 
experience made me fall into love with wild 
animals! It is said that the clicking sound of 

the camera irritates elephants as they have 
sharp ears. On our return from Nagarhole, 
when a fellow passenger in our car tried to 
click a picture of a lone elephant, it started 
chasing us! We were lucky to have escaped 
that day thanks to our car. Such a similar 
incident had occured in Mysore Zoo, where 
I had seen an African Elephant in chains 
getting equally irritated with the multiple 
clicking sounds made by tourists. Thus, we 
must bear in mind that wild animals must 
never be distrubed.

Female Sambhar Deer at Nagarhole 

Image Credit - Flickr

Coorg

Image Credit - Club Mahindra

Ooty

Image Credit - Savary Blog

Madhya Pradesh

Goa

At Kanha, I stayed in a forest bungalow. It was 
a wonderful experience as every morning, 
a herd of spotted deers used to greet good 
morning. I remember watching a female 
Tiger lazily laying with her cubs in the 
summer heat, from the back of an elephant. 
I was so elated that day, that I caressed the 
trunk of the gentle giant. It replied with a 
sigh of acceptance. On one night, as we 
were about to retire for the day, a thud was 
heard above. We thought it was a leaf or a 
branch and ignored the sound. Moments 
later, a wailing shriek filled the quiet night! 

On the coasts of the Arabian sea, I was 
but a small kid when I visited Vagator 
and Calangute  beaches. My childish 
memory traces me back to salty winds 
vigorously fluttering on the sand which 

As we opened the door, at a distance, two 
shining eyes flickered in the dark. As we 
stood with our breaths tight, those eyes 
with the sound of a possible cry of a baby 
wild boar, slowly blended with the usual 
clicks of cicadas. In Pench, the famous 
jungle etched in the pages of literature 
of Rudyard Kipling- The Jungle Book, 
I saw a relative of Bagheera. It was a 
man-eating leopard! Upon seeing us, it 
prowled around its huge enclosure and 
gnarled at its inability of shredding the 
steel frames. 

lay glistened under sunlight. On such 
a backdrop, many people mostly of 
Western origin lay to sunbathe. And, I 
think it goes without saying that seafood 
too is an integral part of Goa.

Tiger at Kanha National Park

Image Credit - Pugdundee Safaris

Leopard at Kanha National Park

Image Credit - Flickr

Vagator beach

Image Credit - Goa tourism
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Haryana

Uttar Pradesh

In Sultanpur, I saw the vast wetlands 
inhabited by Nilgais and several birds such 
as the Common Coot, Purple Swamphen, 
Egrets, Greylag Goose and oh so many! 
The National Park however is infested with 
cattle from nearby farmland. This might 
prove dangerous to the natural fodder 
for Nilgais in the longer run. I also had a 
chance to visit Aravalli Biodiversity Park. It 
is indeed a project worthy of appreciation, 

In Uttar Pradesh, I remember visiting 
the famous Banaras Ghats situated at the 
banks of the Holy Ganga. Even there, I had 
observed the beautiful Ganga Aarati, an 
age-old tradition to the sacred waters on 
a Bojra. In Prayagraj, erstwhile Allahabad, I 

as one can also find varied flora and fauna, 
which is known to attract apex predators 
such as leopards. However, Aravalli Hills are 
in dire need of conservation, its degraded 
condition is easily observed on roads upon 
which it’s built. Since its height has heavily 
reduced in the region, the heat waves 
increase as the hot winds enter unhindered 
from Rajasthan.

had been to the Triveni Sangam, home to 
several gulls scouting for food provided by 
tourists. This practice of hand feeding is so 
prevalent that many sell packets of food for 
the tourists to attract the birds near them.

Banaras Ghat

Image Credit - Viator

Sultanpur National Park

Image Credit - Haryana Tourism 

Gull at Triveni Sangam

Image Credit - Dreamstime.com

Aravalli Biodiversity Park

Image Credit - Conservation India

Himachal Pradesh

Jharkhand

I had been to Dharamshala or Mcleodganj in 
my first semester. It is a place from where 
the mighty Shivalik range can be easily 
observed. From the Dalai Lama Buddhist 
monastery, I remember seeing the sunset. 
It can be described as if a glimmering knife 
had cut the yolk of sun, which blemished 

In Hazaribagh, my other home, I have seen 
the beautiful Canary Hills. It is a popular 
trek, and on the hill top is well known to 
be a picnic spot. From the hills one can see 

the clouds orange-yellow. On that trip, our 
department had trekked to Triund top, a 
rugged path riddled with rain, hailstorms 
and as we reached the top we were greeted 
by snowfall! It was my first snowfall! From 
Triund, I saw the breathtaking snow capped 
Shivalik mountain even closer.

beautiful sceneries of distant mountains 
covered in greenery compelling one to 
capture the beauty!

Triund Top

Image Credit - Banbanjara

Canary Hills

Image Credit - Tripinfi
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Uttarakhand 

My trip to Uttarakhand started with the bone 
freezing cold of Chaukori; the temperature 
had dropped to 0°C that night. From there, 
our drive was to Munsiyari where the steep 
roads and close encounters with winding 
roads that had no borders on its other side 
were hair-raising episodes. From Munsiyari 
and later Almora where we traveled to, one 
could see beautiful sceneries of mountains 
at every nook and corner. From Binsar, I 
saw a panoramic view of Kedarnath, Nanda 
Devi, etc. The scenes used to get especially 
mesmerizing at sunsets! No trip is complete 
to Uttarakhand without a visit to the famous 
Nainital. A boat ride in the famous lake was 
indeed a wonderful experience, as along 
with the cold wind we were accompanied 

by a paddling of white ducks. Perhaps it too 
had the hopes similar to the gulls in Triveni 
Sangam. In the end, I visited the famous Jim 
Corbett National Park- and luck favored 
us as we saw a tiger that day, marking its 
territory as it tread along ahead of us. In 
my excitement, I bought myself an omnibus 
of Jim Corbett’s work from the souvenir 
shop at Corbett’s residence, open now for 
tourists. 
These bountiful experiences make me 
appreciate the diversity even from nature’s 
perspective that exists at every length and 
breadth of my India. At the end, I can only 
quote Louis Armstrong’s song-
“Yes, I think to myself, What A Wonderful 
World!”

Ducks at the Nainital Lake

Image Credit - Mapio.net

Chaukori

Image Credit - Pithoragarh Government Website

Munsiyari

Image Credit - Trip Advisor
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Dr. Dheeraj Mittal, IFS (Indian Forest Service) is an alumnus of Botany Department 
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of Gir West Division under Gujarat Forest Department, Government of Gujarat.
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A moment in the grasslands.

With Dr. Dheeraj Mittal
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Interview
we interacted with many people of the con-
cerned communities. 

Did you experience any difference 
between interactions on ground and 

training you underwent? What were they? 
What are the challenges of this service?

Ans- Training of any kind prepares you for 
basic things like fundamental knowledge 
about certain areas. When you are in the 
field there are quite dynamic situations 
based on where you are posted, on the re-
sources available or by the things offered 
you get an idea on how to deal with it. We 
need different skill sets to deal with differ-
ent situations and it comes with experience 
and  support from your seniors and staff. 
Any academy prepares your basics. For ex-
ample, when you are in the academy you 
don’t know about the resources available. 
When I was in a tribal district I had to deal 
with the language difference. Establishing 
communication with them is a challenging 
aspect that cannot be learned in an acade-
my. You have situations of wildlife handling 
where the academy will teach you different 
kinds of skill sets . Such scenarios keep on 
happening. The academy prepares you from 
a fundamental point of view which is a gen-
eral broad overview,the rest is how you ap-
ply your skill set.

How do officers connect to the com-
munity, given the fact that some of-

ficers whose respective cadres are not their 
domicile?

Ans- The first district I was posted in, is 
named Dang district located in Gujarat. The 
population of the district is completely trib-
al [Tribes- Bhil,Varli,Kunbi and Kotwaliya(as 
per 2001 census)]. Although the district is 
small it has a very high percentage of forest 

How was your journey for the prepa-
ration of the Union Public Service 

Commission Examination? What words of 
advice would you like to share for the aspir-
ants, which they must keep in their mind?

Ans-  For the UPSC exam my only advice 
would be that one should have persistence 
and there should be focus. Things will fall 
in line once you take your task seriously. 
Your focus and perseverance will take you 
through any competitive examination. 

What was your experience at IGNFA 
(Indira Gandhi National Forest Acad-

emy)?

Ans- It was a wonderful experience. See, I 
was into science before getting into forest 
service.  I did my graduation in Botany Hon-
ors from Zakir Husain Delhi College. There-
after, I did my PG in Botany and M.Phil in 
Plant Biology. I also did Molecular biology 
related research in South Campus for 5 
years. So after doing so much academics, 
I went to the Forest Academy. Here I ex-
plored the depths of my capabilities. I also 
received a lot of exposure to different parts 
of our country. You get to know and learn 
so many things e.g., swimming, horseback 
riding, weapon training, to name a few. So it 
was a complete turnaround in my life. And I 
think I have enriched a lot as a person in my 
own understanding.

Was Bharat Darshan trip a part of 
your curriculum?

Ans-Yes, but we do not call it that for forest 
officers. It happens in 5 or 6 bits and we are 
taken to different parts of the country in 
a very detailed tour. We learned about the 
issues and aspects of forestry and wildlife 
in nature conservation across states. Dif-
ferent success stories were discussed and 

Q

Q

Q

Q
Q

A day in the field- Dr. Mittal 
with his team of forest 
rangers.

area. Language is the first 
thing that we need to learn. 
The beauty of All India Of-
ficers’ training is that we get 
to know the basics of many 
languages when we are still 
in the academy but yes, you 
are right the dialects have 
to be picked up, the local 
languages have to be picked 
up. More than connecting 
to the community by only 
language you should be 
compassionate, empathetic 
and a good listener. If you 
listen and hear out the con-
cerns, things get resolved, 
people get satisfied and 
have a sense of hope around 
you. And that’s how All India 
Service officers are making 
change in whatever small-
er means they can. This is a 
broader part of training and 
they get polished while they 
are in their academies. 

Is the name of the 
district related with 

the name of the tribal com-
munity? 
Ans- No, it’s not named 
after a tribal community. 
Dang is also known as bam-
boo. Dang district is known 
for its bamboo growth and 
it has a lot of significance in 
the region. 

Q

Picture Credit 
Dr. Dheeraj Mittal
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Often in the news, we see develop-
ment project plans which are charted 

through the forest patch. In such conflict-
ing situations, what is the role of a forest 
officer?

Ans- As I have said initially, it is true that 
and then there are government guidelines 
and procedures to be followed. So if one 
does follow a procedure and fit into the 
guidelines it’s not a conflicting situation 
but rather  a win-win situation. So yes, at 
times when there are big projects, there are 
issues where you should have a proper en-
vironmental impact assessment, there you 
should design some adaptive and mitigation 
measures. But this country is run by the 
rule of law and there are rules for projects 
to be passed and conditions are laid down 
for mitigation and adaptation.  If there are 
any other alternatives to that cause of envi-
ronmental loss perceived, it should also be 
explored. Such as if there is an electric line 
transmission that can be done through so-
lar energy then it has to be explored.How-
ever, I think we should not classify every 
such interaction into a conflict of interests. 

There are often man-animal inter-
faces. How does the forest depart-

ment intervene and stabilise the situation?

Ans- We know that the human population is 
on the rise and there are newer areas which 
are getting urbanised and more and more 
infrastructures coming and at the same time 
there are certain species of wildlife which 
are also increasing in number. So in fringe 
areas, all of us for reasons of wanting peace 
or water and food for the wildlife, come out 
in nature sometime and then you have this 
interface with humans and wildlife. So yes, 
it is a very evolving challenge, especially 
for very peculiar species like leopards, ele-
phants, and wild boars and in certain cases 
Nilgai.  As the  forest department, we can-
not always be swayed by rule-based work-
ing. It should be the people who should 
accept that there is wildlife around them. 
They should learn to respect that aspect of 
wildlife presence around and this is what 
is happening in many parts of the country 
like  in Saurashtra in Gir.  Such examples 
are there in other parts of the country as 
well. Communities are very important  and 
to deal with any human-wildlife conflict or 

“Inter species adoption” depicted where 
a lioness adopted an orphaned leopard, 
nursing it along with her own cubs.

The leopard cub adopted by a lioness at Gir 
National Park, Gujarat 

Q Q

Picture Credit 
Dr. Dheeraj Mittal

Picture Credit 
Dr. Dheeraj Mittal

interface you usually need 
to involve communities .It’s 
a fine balance which has 
to be maintained. I have to 
look at the interests of the 
wildlife as well as the com-
munities and how they are 
getting affected and how 
it can be dealt with. There 
should be compensation for 
their injuries due to wildlife 
attacks. And to see how ef-
fectively this can be done is 
the job of an officer like me.

Do you have any fa-
vourite project of 

yours?

Ans- I think the question is 
a little early in my career 
because I have been only 
in two districts. Currently 
I am posted in Gir Nation-
al Park and what we have 
done during my tenure for 
community participation is 
that we have launched the 
programme for grievance 
redressal communication, 
effective communication 
by the forest department 
within communities. We 
call it “Gir Samvad Setu”. So 
what we do in it is that my 
subordinate officers inter-
act with people in their vil-
lages and conduct meetings 
like Gram Sabha and try to 
find out what are the issues 
pertaining to the forest and 
wildlife so that the issues 
get resolved. Some of the 
issues are flagged to me or 
to the higher offices or to 

When we sit as an officer we have to think 
more from the community’s perspective. 
Environment is important, the forest is 
important, the conservation issues are 
important.

Q

“
Picture Credit 
Dr. Dheeraj Mittal
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Dr. Mittal being interviewed by Editor-in-Chief Pramit Lahiri and Section Editors - Smriti 
Joshi, Brahmjot Singh and Manav Aggarwal.

the government for consideration. We are 
trying to establish very sound communica-
tions and currently we have been involved 
in doing this in around 150 villages, which is 
quite a big number. So this is what I think is 
close to me and one of the initiatives which 
I have launched recently in my tenure. 
There are other such smaller things, but I 
think the bigger project you’re looking for, 
is yet to come.

Often natural calamities misplace 
animals from one habitat to the oth-

er, how are such incidents managed?

Ans-  You will be surprised to know that 
animals are much more intelligent than 
they are perceived to be. They have a bet-
ter sense of navigation and direction than 
us. In such scenarios they get back to their 
habitat but if they get stuck in a closed and 
unrecoverable kind of situation, the forest 
department gets into action. We have 24*7 
rescue teams, which keep on patrolling, 
identifying issues, and we have a rescue 
and release mechanism well established, 

for example, in Gir and other famous parts 
of the country. So we rescue such animals 
and release them into safe locations. This 
quite often happens in Kaziranga or Brah-
maputra. You might have seen stories about 
certain animals getting stuck into certain 
situations,the forest department has done 
an extremely fantastic job in rescuing those 
animals. There are dedicated rescue teams. 
And most of the time if the situation is not 
grave, the animals can manage on their own.

In rescue operations do SDMA and 
NDMA come into the picture?

Ans- They can come in disasters like floods 
and acute fires such as the wildfires in Ut-
tarakhand and floods in Brahmaputra. In 
such scenarios these authorities are in-
volved and the forest department becomes 
inclusive of these response teams. If need 
be, we can supply more resources through 
SDMA and NDMA. In Uttarakhand, they 
used helicopters to douse fires which is not 
the forte of the forest department. 

Q
Q

Every person has certain ambi-
tions while pursuing a goal like “...if 

I become a civil servant I will try and make 
change in this matter...” What were those 
self goals and were you able to achieve 
them having reached your position?

Ans- When I joined service, I  had not faced 
real world challenges as of yet, so the real 
life  experience was quite different from the 
one we expect while we train.  But once you 
get into your real position, you become part 
of a system and the system works through 
incremental changes, and policies driven 
by the highest levels of administration. Yes, 
I wanted to be part of a change and in my 
individual capacity as a person, occupying 
that chair of position. 
So,  once  I’m  there  and  have  at-
tained  that  position,I’ll try  not  to  re-

peat  any  bad  experiences  I’ve   had  while 
dealing  with  public  officials  in  Delhi   
or  in  my  village.  And  it’s  my  goal  to  en-
sure  that  whatever  I  disliked  about  be-
ing  a  citizen  in  government  offic-
es  does  not  happen  to  someone  appr-
oaching  me.  I’m  putting  in  a  lot  of  ef-
fort to achieve this goal.

In future what measures can we ex-
pect from the Forest department 

which can actually bring a positive visible 
change in the deteriorating environmental 
conditions?

Ans-  Forest  is a very important wildlife 
component in overall climate change dis-
cussions.  The  national action plan by the 
government of India has a huge component 
for deforestation and forest productivity, 

Q

Q

Yawning lion

Picture Credit 
Gautam Lahiri
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because forests are the carbon sinks for the 
country, and they offer you  the oxygen you 
breathe. So yes, the forest department has 
a big role and that’s why state governments 
and national governments are pumping a 
lot of financial resources into many affores-
tation exercises and conservation efforts. 
Especially in the state of Gujarat we planted 
ten crore tree saplings in non forest cover 
areas.
As you can see in your state green cover in 
Chanakyapuri is high so why should such a 
cover not be present in Eastern and West-
ern parts of Delhi.So we as forest depart-
ment are trying to work on creating a good 
amount of forest cover  all around the na-
tion. I think that’s the future, forest depart-
ment is working on.  

There is a lot of news regarding il-
legal killing of wild animals for their 

meat, recreation or for the rare products 
obtained from them. How do you curb the 
menace of poaching?

Ans- Poaching is a real threat to wildlife 
especially to few species like Pangolins, Ti-
gers, Rhinoceros. There are beliefs in the 
people’s usage of  products of animal ori-
gin in Chinese medicine which have no log-

ic. There are also instances where vendors 
get carried away due to temptation. In the 
end it is up to the people to use it or not. 
The Forest department can work on sen-
sitization of the same. There is a strong 
need for wildlife crime control and we have 
a Wildlife Crime Control Bureau as well 
as cells which, along with police, get into 
action when such offences have been re-
corded and the courts have held those who 
have been responsible when the cases have 
come to their notice. So yes, deterrence is 
needed from the point of law but there is a 
wider need of sensitization, overall aware-
ness and law enforcement is needed and 
respective forest departments must try to 
do whatever they can from their ends. 

It is believed that often there are 
man-made forest fires. What is your 

role in protecting forests from such in-
stances?

Ans- The role is only of protecting. Anthro-
pogenic forest-fires are sometimes acci-
dental, via still alight cigarette butts or a 
matchstick. You have to trace the area. So 
these are the routine operations which 
happen during fire season but it becomes 
a challenging event when the fire goes out 

Q Q

Capturing a pandiculating lion A white spotted deer

Picture Credit 
Gautam Lahiri

Picture Credit 
girnationalpark.in

Ques17- Are there any intern-
ship offers provided for stu-
dents?
Ans- We don’t offer fellow-
ship to students, but there are 
students who do come to vis-
it for volunteering or for dis-
sertations. Students can also 
work with us in remote areas 
in certain cases. We welcome 
students to work with us, how-
ever, students have to take 
care of their stay and finances. 
Sometimes, students are en-
gaged at JRF, SRF levels at Zoo-
logical Parks.

of control. The air quality 
goes bad. There are ways of 
detecting forest fires such 
as- Fire Watchers and Fire 
Towers. There is also a Fire 
Information Management 
System (FIMS), a collabora-
tion between Forest Survey 
of India (FSI) and NASA. Its 
agencies give us alerts on 
mobile phones, from real 
time satellite tracking. So 
our response time has de-
creased. This allows re-
sources to be increased to 
deal with such situations. It 
is an important thing we are 
dealing with every year. But 
again, for this the communi-
ties should also come along, 
as it is a common problem 
as it entails issues such as 
loss of life, resources, etc.

What are your 
thoughts on India’s 

stand in COP26?

Ans- I support India’s stand 
because our approach is al-
ways like this. We did not 
contribute to the situation 
we are in today. Our con-
tribution is relatively low in 
comparison to developed 
nations, but being a growing 
economy we share the re-
sponsibility of reducing car-
bon emission to net zero. It 
is indeed a challenging task 
for all of us as citizens. But 
we must definitely look for-
ward towards achieving the 
goal.

Q

Steady gaze of a Young King.“
Picture Credit
lightartacademy.com
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THE VARIOUS EVENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF ARANYA FOR THE SESSION 2021-22.

The
Milestones

MEMBER INDUCTION

The Nature and Environment Society, ZHDC, 
opened its doors   to new members. The member 
induction was based on a questionnaire followed by 
an interview for the qualified individuals which was 
accomplished by 9th August.

25th July 2021

POETRY COMPETITION

15th August 2021

The Nature and Environment Society of Zakir Hu-
sain Delhi College organized a Poetry Competition 
on “VOICE OF NATURE’’. It marked the 75th year of 
Independence of India, where we joined to celebrate 
‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’. 

WINNERS

Jayati Pandey 
(Gargi College)

2

Shreya Singh 
(Gargi College)

3

Akansha Rai 
(ZHDC)

1

Shiv Sagar
(ZHDC)

2

Charu 
(Miranda House)

3

Deepti
(ZHDC)
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INAUGURAL SESSION

31st August 2021

The Nature and Environment Society of 
Zakir Husain Delhi College, University of 
Delhi organized the Inaugural Session for 
the new academic year 2021-22 and to grace 
the occasion and build a new vision of the 
society’s objectives, two renowned speakers 
were invited Mr. Mohit Relan, the Founder of 
YeMeraGaon (A social platform for creating 
Eco-Villages) and Co-founder of NGO Say 
Earth and Mr. Ramveer Tanwar, founder 
NGO Say Earth is an Environmentalist & 
TEDx Speaker. The new logo, motto and 

name of the society was released - ARANYA (We CAN - Care, Aware, Nurture) which won 
everyone’s hearts. The program ended with a question - answer interaction with the 
speakers and a photo session was conducted simultaneously. 

LOGO, NAME AND MOTTO LAUNCH

31st August 2021

As mentioned above, we launched a new logo, motto and name 
for our society, formerly the Nature and Environment Society 
with Srishti as its magazine name. Aranya - We Can - Care, 
Aware, Nurture - The Nature and Environment Society of 
Zakir Husain Delhi College, University of Delhi is happy to 
make a new journey with renewed hope for the welfare 
of  the environment. Our logo depicts that we care about 
nature like she does for us as it is evident in it. It gazes at us 
and those around as gently. We are aware as stag which has 
pranced and attempts to gracefully glide like the swan over an 
icy mountain of hurdles. Thus we nurture this spirit which is 
imbued by the branches and roots which will eventually grow into 
Aranya-a forest, seeded for future.
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4th September 2021

SRISHTI - the annual magazine of ARANYA, 
the Nature and Environment Society invited 
entries. The theme is  Diversity In Nature 
and Environment. The submissions  in the 
form of  articles, short stories, poems, comic 
strips, quizzes, any other piece of writing 
or artwork that is hand-drawn, digitally 
painted, or any other form, were invited. 

VANYAJEEV MAHOTSAV (WILDLIFE WEEK)

1st to 7th October 2021

Aranya celebrated the Wildlife Week from the 1st to 7th October 2021 under the banner of 
VANYAJEEV MAHOTSAV. We had a week full of exciting events to mark the importance of 
wildlife and its protection. Given below is the list of the events held:

1st October 2021

3rd October 2021 

3rd October 2021

4th October 2021

5th October 2021

6th October 2021

7th October 2021

Slogan Writing Competition

Workshop (on site)

A virtual tête-à-tête with Dr. 

Sonali Ghosh

Essay Writing

Wildlife Quiz

Photography Contest

Debate Competition

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

In the celebrations of World Wildlife Week, 
Aranya organised an offline workshop cum 
volunteer work and an online lecture in col-
laboration with the National Zoological Park, 
Delhi. The online lecture was headed by Dr 
Sonali Ghosh and Ms. Priyanka Chaudhary 
where they delved on how a zoo is man-
aged, how the definition of a conventional 
zoological park has come to change with the 
gaining momentum of animal rights. It is no 

longer a cage with trapped animals for entertainment but a place to give a secure home for 
rescued animals unfit for survival in the wild. It gives a chance for endangered species to 
increase their numbers through conservation breeding programs with better bloodline like 

Sangai Deer, Asiatic 
lions etc. They talked 
at length about the 
various departments 
of the zoo that help 
in its smooth oper-
ation everyday, how 
animals are taken 
care of by the med-
ical team and keep-
ers. The food, daily 
activities through 
enrichment plans 
are ensured for a 
healthy life of wild 
animals. The lecture 
also opened the way 

for student volunteers and shed light upon various facilities of the zoo. The existence of a 
database like ZIMS to keep track of all animals in zoos worldwide and constant efforts put 
in to prevent inbreeding depression in animals incomplete sentence.  From the wonderful 
immersion exhibit plan along with the equipment acquired by the zoo to how we can work 
in zoos and various opportunities through Wildlife Sciences were also talked about. The 
event was remarkable.The speakers answered the audience’s questions with patience and 
clarity. The lecture is one of the highlights for the current academic year achievements of 
Aranya. the programme ended with a vote of thanks by?  

3rd October 2021

Within the Wild-
life Week celebra-
tions organized by 
ARANYA - the high-
light was the offline 
workshop where the 
functional intrica-
cies of the zoo were 
dealt with, in collab-
oration with Nation-
al Zoological Park,  
New Delhi.  The 
speaker, Dr. Faiyaz 
Khudsar,  started his 
lecture by talking 
about the biodiver-

11:00 am-1:00 pm
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sity park project. Along with this, he also focused and shared his views on the nature of 
flora and fauna, and how human beings have adversely impacted on the same. He spoke at 
length on issues like the relevance of biodiversity parks, The Cheetah Project, ecological 
restoration and many more. He also told the volunteers some interesting stories about 
how anyone can become a part of the various biodiversity projects.  Accompanying Dr. 
Faiyaz were two other wonderful speakers - Dr. Manoj Kumar, Biological Assistant, NZP, 
who l spoke on  the need for the zoos to have some regulatory bodies, and  Mr. Riaz Ahmed 

who eloquently shared his thoughts about the History of Delhi and other wildlife related 
themes. The workshop got over around 1:00 pm and the tour around the zoo was open for 
all the members. There were some refreshments from the zoo along with an opportunity 
to interact with Dr. Faiyaz where volunteers went all out with their queries.The session was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the participants. 

1

Garima Singh
(ZHDC)

2

Aakrati Patoria
(Gargi College)

3

Ritik Asthana
 Sri Aurobindo College (M)

1

Shubhi Srivastava
(Gargi College)

2

Ayush Singh 
(ZHDC)

3

 Charu Joshi
(Gargi College)
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RESULT DECLARATION FOR VANYA JEEV MAHOTSAV

2

 Tamanna Sharma  
(Gargi College)
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Garima Singh
(ZHDC)

2

Tanya Jain
(Gargi College)

3

Gunjan Singh 
Shaheed Rajguru College 

of Applied Sciences for Women
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1

Aditya Dev S
(ZHDC)

2

Tamanna Sharma
(Gargi College)

3

Manisha 
(Miranda House)
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Ananya Pant
(Banaras Hindu University)

2

Purnima Porwal
(Gargi College)

3

Tushita Chhetri
(ZHDC)

ORIENTATION

8th January 2022

Aranya had organised a virtual orientation 
program for the newly recruited members. It 
started with the warm welcome by the con-
vener of the society Dr. Ratnum Kaul Wattal 
who encouraged them to participate actively 
in the society’s programs.  This was followed 
by a presentation of previous works of Aran-
ya to members  about the core team and their 
working. Later various team heads explained 
about their respective team roles and func-
tioning. The session ended with a QnA and 
a short interaction with new members who 
seemed pretty enthusiastic and were looking 
forward to bringing about a positive change 
in the environment.

NADI KO JANO WORKSHOP

24th January 2022

Aranya, under the Aegis of IQAC and in as-
sociation with Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal, 
Delhi Prant, organized an engaging yet in-
formative workshop on  “NADI KO JANO” 
, a nationwide campaign to protect and 
preserve our water bodies from continual 
depletion, thus ensuring a safer niche for 
marine life and ultimately the human race. 
Speaker, Dr. Preeti Jagwani (Sah-Pramukh 
Anusandhan Prakoshth, BSM Delhi Prant) 
along with technical expert, Dr. Amarjeet 
Singh(Sadasya “Nadi Ko Jano” Abhiyan Delhi 
Prant) were invited to grace the event.
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WECAN CAMPAIGN

 26th-28th January 2022

We at Aranya believe that ``Tiniest steps 
undertaken, sieve the mightiest future” and 
hence to commemorate this year’s Republic 
Day we proudly announced a two day 
campaign- ‘We Can’, aimed at a greener and 
cleaner India. The “We Can Fest”, which took 
place from the 26th to the 28th of January, 
attracted a large number of participants, 
not only from Zakir Husain Delhi College’s 
professors and teachers, but also from outside the institution including Mr. Vasuki Iyengar, 
the founder of ‘Soil and Health’ and Mr. Mohit Relan, Mr. Ramveer Tanwar and Mr. Devansh 
from ‘Say Earth’. We  actively used social media to encourage everyone to contribute to 
Mother Nature’s preservation.

WORLD WETLAND’S DAY

 26th-28th January 2022

A wonderful and informative talk on the 
topic ‘Are we running out of water?’ was 
conducted by Dr. Reeta Khosla on World 
Wetlands Day to emphasize water resources 
conservation.

Dr. Ratnum Kaul Wattal, the convener of 
Aranya, briefed us about rising concerns 
over depleting water resources and invited 

our guest speaker. The talk focused on the Ramsar Convention, a treaty that provides 
a solution to save the wetland resources. A fine approach of water audit that helps in 
quantifying the water flow delivered in the system to understand its use, check for the 
losses, and hence reach a step closer to the preservation of water resources was discussed, 
with the help of fine illustrations presented by her. An effective DIY to store rainwater and 
generate its harvesting at an individual level using the ‘drum method’ was descriptively 
explained. Contributing to the initiatives undertaken by the gov and being responsible 
citizens is a hope to reverse the depleting scenario of these environmental jewels. Dr. 
Khosla addressed all the queries and concluded on a positive note that if each individual 
considers the preservation of worldly resources its priority, nothing is unachievable. The 
session ended   with a vote of thanks to the speaker, Dr. Khosla, Hon’ble Principal , Prof. 
Sangeeta Pandita, Dr. Wattal, and the backbone of the session, the members of Aranya. A 
small token of gratitude in the form of Madhubani artwork was virtually presented on behalf 
of the entire team. The precious moments were captured in photographs and everyone bid 
farewell, aiming to be more dutiful towards the resources given to us by mother nature. 

 NEST MAKING WORKSHOP

 25TH FEBRUARY 2022

Aranya organized a creative, informative 
and fun nest making session with Mr. 
Rakesh Khatri, the Nest Man of India as our 
mentor. He inspired us and emphasized 
on the importance of nests. The event 
was conducted offline within the college 
premises, keeping appropriate covid  
protocol in mind. The workshop continued 
at an enthusiastic pace, with students 
as well as teachers eagerly making their 
own nests. Two different types of nests 
were taught to be made with environment 
friendly materials like threads, cloth, and jute. Mr. Khatri guided the volunteers all along, 
sharing tips and tricks,  behavioral patterns of birds and more interesting facts about birds 
and nests.

INITIATIVES TO 
CONSERVE RESOURCES

 10th March 2022

The members of Aranya  suggested 
replacing the damaged taps in the canteen 
and to use reusable containers like steel 
plates rather than plastic containers. The 
wastage of water due to leakage of taps and 
an increase in plastic waste on the campus 
came under the notice of the members. 

Hence, the letters were drafted and sent to the Principal on the behalf of the members to 
request these changes in the college campus. The suggestions were accepted happily by 
the college administration and the changes were implemented to conserve the resources. 

CLEANLINESS AND 
PLANTATION DRIVE

20th March 2022

Aranya had initiated a cleanliness drive 
at ITO Yamuna bank and plantation drive 
near Ghazipur landfill on 20th March 2022. 
The members of the society participated 
wholeheartedly.  The Yamuna bank was 
cluttered with plastic and religious waste 
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which was causing harm to the animals who were feeding on it. The volunteers from the 
society  helped in separating and collecting the waste to clean the Yamuna bank. Then, 
the volunteers went to the park near Ghazipur landfill to plant saplings and watered the 
plants there. The plantation drive was a great inspiration for the people around. In the end, 
the cleanliness and plantation drive was a success because of the active and hardworking 
members. 

SRIJAN
An Inter College Art Exhibition

SARGAM
An Inter College Singing
 Competition

PANKHUDI 
THE ANNUAL FUNCTION

25th March- 26th March 2022

The Nature and Environment Society - Aranya of Zakir Husain Delhi College organized a 
fest of session 2022 ‘PANKHUDI’ from 25th March - 26th March. These were list of events 
included :-

TRIVIA
Quiz Competition

SHOWTIME
Stand-up Comedy

UNSCRIPTED 
Extempore

MEME BATTLE
Online Meme Making 
Competition

These events were in collaboration with- The Fine Arts Society i.e. Suchitra,  and 
the Quiz Society i.e. Quintessence.

SRIJAN
AN INTER COLLEGE ART EXHIBITION

1

The fest began with Srijan which was an Inter College Art Exhibition organized on 25th of 
March, 2022 by ARANYA under the banner of PANKHUDI – The Annual Fest of the Society. 
This was in collaboration with Suchitra. The Exhibition started from 10:30 AM at the Foyer 
of Salman Ghani Hashmi Auditorium of Zakir Husain Delhi College. Students from different 
colleges participated with great zeal and enthusiasm, where the students presented their 
distinguished artworks, with a common theme of Nature and made the event a great 
success. The list of winners are as follows:

2

Ashish Singh
B.Sc. Life Science, ZHDC

3

Surbhi
B.A. (Hons.) Psychology,  ZHDC

3

Pallav
Hansraj College

Arnab Adhikari
B.A. (Hons.) Philosophy ZHDC

SARGAM
AN INTER COLLEGE SINGING COMPETITION

Sargam,  an inter college Singing competition held on 25th of 
March 2022 from 10:30 onwards at Salman Ghani Hashmi 
Auditorium OF Zakir Husain Delhi College. The theme of the 
event was: Tatva-Elements of Nature.

The winner list is as follows:

1

Vivek Budgali
BA Programme, 1st Year

Zakir Husain Delhi College

2

Aditya Mehra
BA Programme, 3rd Year 

Zakir Husain Delhi College

3

Pradeep Kaushik
BSc. Life Sciences, 3rd Year

Zakir Husain Delhi College
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TRIVIA
AN INTRA COLLEGE QUIZ COMPETITION

An Intra College Quiz Competition, Trivia, was  organized on 25th of 
March, 2022 by ARANYA. The Competition started from 2:30 PM in 
Salman Ghani Hashmi Auditorium of Zakir Husain Delhi College. This 
was organized in collaboration with Quintessence. Students from 
different courses participated enthusiastically where the quiz was 
based on the Theme of Time for Nature.

The list of winners are as follows:-

1

Ayush Singh
B.A. (Hons.) History, 2nd Year

Zakir Husain Delhi College

2

 Anurag Anand
B.A. (Prog.), 2nd Year 

Zakir Husain Delhi College

1

 Ankit Yadav
B.A. (Hons.) History, 2nd Year 

Zakir Husain Delhi College

2

Enzamul Ekram 
Barbhuiya

B.A. (Prog.), 2nd Year 

Zakir Husain Delhi College

3

Vandita
B.Sc. (Hons.) Zoology 

3rd Year, ZHDC

SHOWTIME
THE STANDUP EVENT

Aranya organized  a pan college standup show - Showtime as a 
part of its fest on 25th March 2022 in the AV Room of the Science 

Block of the college. The theme of the standup was ‘Featuring  
Nature and You!’ and the comical sets were presented in Hindi 

and English dialects. 9 students put forth their prepared show. The 
participants put forth  very lively performances, covering a varied 

range of topics including personal life anecdotes, Covid era stories 
and satires on issues like plastic waste with the motive of raising 

awareness about the environment. The event held the audience’s 
attention to the very end and thus ended on a happy note.

The winner list is as follows:

1

Mohd Jafar
Political Science (Hons.) ,2nd Year 

Zakir Husain Delhi College (Evening)

2

 Faizan
 B.A. (Hons.) History, 2nd Year 

Zakir Husain Delhi College

3

S. Mihir
Political Science (Hons.), 2nd year, 

Zakir Husain Delhi College

UNSCRIPTED
EXTEMPORE

Aranya continued its fest on the second day by organizing  an intra college extempore event- 
Unscripted on 25th March 2022 in the AV Room of the campus. The extempore was a bi lingual 
event and the final participants appeared on the podium  after a screening process. An individual 
participant was given four minutes after the topic was decided.  The participant had one minute 
for topic preparation and the rest three minutes for speaking.  
We witnessed enthralling performances delivered by the participants.

1

Vandita
B.Sc. (Hons.) Zoology 

3rd Year, ZHDC

2

 Aminesh Manoj
B.A. (Hons.)  History

2nd Year, ZHDC

3

Sarvesh Pratap Singh
B.A. (Hons.) Geography, 

3rd year , Shivaji College

CONSOLATION PRIZE

Prakhar Garg
B.Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics

3rd year , ZHDC
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MEME BATTLE

The event was held in online mode from 
12:00 pm on the theme of Solutions to 

Environmental Problems.

The winner list is as follows:

1

 Asna Khan
B.Sc. (Hons.) Botany, 2nd Year  

Zakir Husain Delhi College

2

Arnab Goswami
B.Sc. (Hons.)  Electronics

2nd year, ZHDC

3

 Ritika
 B.A. (Hons.)  Geography, 1st year  

Shivaji College

NUKKAD NATAK

Aranya  organized Nukkad 
Natak on the theme of Riv-
er Pollution due to Indus-
trialization on 4th of April, 
at 11:00pm near the Sci-
ence Block.
There was an active partic-
ipation of members from 
the Society for NukkadNa-
tak. Students and faculty 
members from each and 
every department gathered 
around to watch the Nuk-
kad Natak which lasted for 
10 mins where importants 
topics related to River Pol-
lution, like biomagnifica-
tion, eutrophication and 
many more were widely 
discussed and was brought 

4th April 2022

in the limelight of the audience. In the end, the event was successful due to the zeal and 
enthusiasm shown by each and every member who participated in Nukkad Natak along 
with the volunteers under the guidance of Ms.Renu  along with our respected  convener, 
Dr. Ratnum Kaul Wattal.

AASMI

7th april 2022

ARANYA- The Nature and Environment Society of Zakir Husain Delhi College, in 
collaboration with AASMI- The Girls’ Association of Zakir Husain Delhi College, University 
of Delhi, organized a talk on ‘Lifestyle, New Generation, and Setting Your Health Goals’ on 
the occasion of World Health Day, on 7th April, 2022 at Salman Ghani Hashmi Auditorium 
of the college. The keynote speaker for the day Dr. Swati Maheshwari,a senior internal 
medical specialist and diplomate in child health, started the session by talking about 
the interconnection between our lifestyle choices and our future health. She addressed 
the issue of increasing physical assaults amongst teenagers and also touched upon 
the conercing increase in STDs. Dr. Swati highlighted the cause and consequences of 
common adolescent  issues like teenage pregnancy, iron deficiency, alcoholism, and 
smoking trend. The session was informative and participants took back vital information 
that will definitely help making wiser choices for the future.

4th March- 28th April 2022

 Keeping the hazard caused by E-waste, Aranya- the 
nature and environment society of Zakir Husain 
Delhi College, organized an E-waste donation drive 
where we encouraged our peers to submit their 
e-waste  to us which we further gave away for recy-
cling. This drive was carried on in the college prem-
ises keeping safety and hygiene protocols in mind. 

E-WASTE COLLECTION DRIVE
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