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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

It brings me immense joy to know that Gandhi Study Circle is bringing its second
edition of the annual magazine, Antodaya. Society has been widely active throughout
the academic session in encouraging and inculcating Gandhian values, teachings, and
philosophies.

Mahatma Gandhi is indeed an eternal figure not just for Indians but the entire world
for his lasting contributions in the field of peacebuilding and conflict resolution. | am
sure, this thoughtful initiative of Gandhi Study Circle would provide an incredible
platform to the students, teachers, and everyone who seeks to learn and understand
Gandhi. | sincerely hope Gandhi's enduring life, philosophy, and legacy would help
each one to become a more virtuous, responsible, and compassionate human being.

| extend my heartiest congratulations to the entire team of Gandhi Study Circle for
this wonderful and fruitful initiative of preaching the values of the Father of Our
Nation amongst the youth, the future of our nation.

| wish and look forward to many such big and small steps toward a better tomorrow.

All the Best!

J\jéﬁd{

Prof. Narendra Singh
Principal




CONVENER'S MESSAGE

It is with utmost delight, humility, and a heart filled with gratitude that we once again
gear up to celebrate the launch of the second edition of our magazine, Antodaya 2.0
for the session 2022-23. On behalf of Gandhi Study Circle, Zakir Husain Delhi College, |
extend a warm welcome to all the readers to this special issue that brings light to
the contrasting and alike perspectives of the Gandhian Philosophies. The magazine
staunchly upholds the views of Gandhi and his Contemporaries. The relevance of
these philosophies in the present world can be better understood with more critical
insight and pragmatic approach and implication.

We hope through this magazine we are able to revitalize and embolden our readers
and learners to the everlasting ethics of Gandhi's - Satyagraha (truth), Ahimsa (non-
violence), and Nyaya (justice) that humankind in a world besieged with intolerance,
bigotry, and violence desperately require.

The launch of our magazine would not have been possible without the generous
support and constant encouragement of our dear Principal, Prof. Narendra Singh. We
express our sincere gratitude towards his efforts.

| would also like to acknowledge and appreciate the work of our student editorial
board and the entire team of Gandhi Study Circle for their timely efforts,
management, and dedication in bringing our collective vision to good life worked
through the Gandhian lens.

We look forward to the comments and feedback for further opportunities at being
better in the future.

L.Gm it

Prof. Sanjeev Kumar,
Magazine Advisor & Convener, Gandhi Study Circle.




TEACHER
COORDINATORS

Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Prof. Uma Shankar Dr. Aftab Alam
(Convener) (Teacher Coordinator) (Teacher Coordinator)

Dr. Shabana Azmi Dr. Tripta Sharma Ms. Zeba Rayee
(Teacher Coordinator) (Teacher Coordinator) (Teacher Coordinator)




OFFICE BEARERS 2022-23

Currently a final year student of BA (Hons.) Political Science,
| am grateful to have been part of Gandhi Study Circle,
Zakir Husain Delhi College for all three years of my
undergraduate. The dynamic nature of the society,
including the types of events, activities and lectures
conducted, has been an extraordinary learning experience.
Being able to be part of the organising teams and later
leading the said teams to host such events, has been an
exciting journey. |, not only gained academic experience
here, but important life skills such as management,

T communications, and teamwork; and | am thankful to

President Convener, Prof. Sanjeev Kumar, and teacher coordinators-
Dr. Uma Shankar, Dr. Shabana Azmi, Dr. Tripta Sharma, Dr.
Aftab Alam, and Ms. Zeba Rayee, for providing me with this
opportunity to grow, learn and lead.

| am thankful to my fellow office bearers- Priyanshu, Ayush,
Samiksha, and Suyash, an amazing team, for always being
supportive of each other and working together as a group
of friends. | am also grateful for the opportunities provided
by society in terms of networking and meeting people
across departments, colleges, and universities.

Lastly, | congratulate the editorial board for successfully
compiling another edition of Antyodaya, a project dear to
all members of Gandhi Study Circle, and unique across all

Gandhi Study Circles under the University of Delhi.

As | am finishing the last leg of my Undergraduate years in
B.A(Hons) Political Science and recall the very first GSC
activity that | contributed as a ‘Core member’ of the Gandhi
Study Circle, | could say with this confidence that it has been
a true learning experience each time in the past three years.
Whether it is the seminars or the Distinguished Gandhi
Lecture Series which have provided a great opportunity to
interact and academically grow as a student. Or, managing
events and activities through which | have been able to
inculcate  important qualities that of leadership,
communication, and team spirit. All these wouldn’t have
been possible without the consistent support of the amazing
team of my office bearers, who have stick together not only
to celebrate the success of each event but also in times of
utter panic. All these would have been impossible without
having consistent guidance and motivation from all our
teachers, from whom | have learned each day.

Priyanshu Singh
Vice-President

As | conclude, | would like to extend my appreciation and
best wishes to our Antyodaya magazine team, who have
been working day & night getting submissions and editing
them. This initiative of having a magazine is something that
we as members have been looking for since the previous
year, this being just the second edition of it as we take baby
steps in this endeavor. | would love to see this piece of
creativity take new heights in the near future with consistent
value addition from our new members.




; Ayush Chaturvedi
General Secretary

Samiksha LK Chaudhry
Social Media & Outreach Head

Suyash Pandey
Social Media & Outreach Head

| am Ayush Chaturvedi, a student of Political Science at
Zakir Husain Delhi College. Gandhi Study Circle was the
first college society/ study circle that | joined. About two
years have passed, and this study circle has really
helped me as a person very much to learn about
Gandhi not just through books but by practice. Here,
we do not work totally orienting ourselves on Gandhi
but also we do study various critiques of Gandhi.
Gandhi or any great person should be evaluated as a
whole, otherwise, the evaluation would look like a body
without a soul.

The Gandhi Study Circle helps in such evaluation. |
hope that in the time | have, | get to know other things
with my juniors, seniors, and professors who together
constitute the Gandhi Study Circle.

| am Samiksha LK Chaudhary, a student of
Bcom(Hons) at Zakir Husain Delhi College. | am
honored to have the opportunity to work as Social
Media and Outreach Head at Gandhi Study Circle. It's
my pleasure to be able to manage the social media
presence of GSC. | understand the importance of
creating meaningful engagement and providing the
right insights.

| am thankful for being part of such a talented and
dedicated team. Teachers here in Gandhi Study Circle
have always been very supportive and encouraging
which makes the experience more admiring. | am
really grateful for having the learning and growing
experience in GSC and | am looking forward to
learning more in this journey and excited to share it
with my juniors and friends.

| am Suyash Pandey, a student of Mathematics at
Zakir Husain Delhi College. Being the Social Media
and Outreach in charge of Gandhi Study Circle has
taught me a lot. As Social Media is such a crucial part
of our lives these days, it makes this position all the
more important and i try my best to fulfill it. Outreach
of any event becomes a hectic task when done alone,
but with the outreach team here at GSC, we all work
together and get things done smoothly!

I've had the opportunity to learn from our seniors and
teachers here at the Gandhi Study Circle- from
organising events to attending it. | thank GSC with all
my heart for enabling me to do so and I'm excited for
the journey ahead.
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It is with great satisfaction and pride that Gandhi Study Circle, Zakir
Husain Delhi College presents its second edition of its annual journal
ANTYODAYA, an initiative that started in the year 2022, aimed at
bringing the scholars, researchers , academicians and young students
to deliberate on the life , philosophy and the legacy of the Mahatma.
The title theme of this year's journal is ‘ Gandhi and His
Contemporaries’. The magazine is a culmination of a variety of literary
pieces ranging from poems to articles, a recapitulation of all the
activities conducted and much more. This year's edition brings you an
insight into the philosophical journey and intervention of Mahatma

Gandhi and his contemporaries.

Mahatma Gandhi contributed significantly to Indian political
philosophy, which demands that later generations of researchers
interpret that contribution in ways that comply with the needs of the
evolving intellectual milieu. This need is excellently satisfied by Gandhi
and the present world, which portrays Gandhi in a critical, engaging,
and contemporary manner. Much revered Gandhi as a figure is, but his
actions and beliefs did not escape criticism. His ideas and methods
even when he was alive were continuously brought under the scanner.

During the 1920s and 1930s Young radicals like Jawaharlal Nehru,
Subhas Bose and Jayaprakesh Narayan fretted at the patient and
peaceful methods of the Mahatma (Nanda 1997: X). Even Gokhale
[Gandhi's] political mentor laughed at some of the opinions expressed
in the Hind Swaraj (1909), considered as the seminal manifesto of
Gandhi and told him: ‘After you have stayed in India, your views will
correct themselves' (cited in Nanda 1995: 10-11). M.N. Roy and Jinnah
were constantly at loggerheads with Gandhi. Rabindranath Tagore too
disagreed and questioned him [Gandhi] for his understanding on
modernity, non-cooperation and swadeshi. Babasaheb Ambedkar
vehemently opposed him on the dalit qguestion. The Indian
communists dubbed him a charismatic but calculating leader.

Young radicals criticized him for not offering enough change, while
liberal lawmakers thought he was proposing too much change too
rapidly. As the colonizers of India, the English harbored some animosity
towards him because he collapsed one of the initial dominoes in their
system of global imperialism.

Nonetheless, the perception of Gandhi that has endured emphasizes
his tenacious struggle against the oppressive forces of racism and
colonialism as well as his dedication to nonviolence.



While many found merit in Gandhi's philosophy, many others of Gandhi's
contemporaries and close followers differed fundamentally with him on
his philosophy, approach, and tactics as well as the actual outcomes. It is
a fascinating topic, and every effort has been made to glean data for
unbiased research. A new evaluation of Gandhi is now more likely due to
the availability of new source material and new perspectives coming in
light with changing context. A study of contrasting opinions and
ideologies surfaces more clear information but also provides alternatives,
and more choices to stand by.

As a product of his time, Gandhi, like any person was influenced by and
influenced his contemporaries and it is our vision that our magazine be
able to educate future generations as well as present ones about
Gandhi's ideas, raise more consciousness and queries with respect to his
work and legacy, and realize how his values are relevant and inspirational
in the contemporary world and not merely an aspect of history. And most
importantly provide you a safe space to share your views and
understandings.

We hope you enjoy this read,

Regards,
Editorial Board 2023
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Camswopmc World \ Assistant Professor —-cum -Assistant Director
A Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion

& Inclusive Policy(CSSEIP)
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Gandhi still remains alive through his principles and philosophy of Satya(truth) and
ahimsa(non-violence), the powerful weapon of individual and collective
transformation across the globe. Through his life and teachings, Gandhi bears
testimony to the values for which the country has stood for ages and still remains
alive. In his affirmation of faith with conviction in the human spirit as well as in his
introduction of spiritual values and practice in everyday matters lies the uniqueness of
Gandhi. Gandhi himself experimented throughout his life with the values for which
the country has stood for ages. His experiments provided eternal insights that are
relevant in the contemporary global scenario. The world today indeed stands on the
fierce race of hatred and greed that leads to wars more dreadful than any in history.
The ever-present threat of two nuclear proliferation involving the possibility of
unimaginable destruction, craving for territorial expansion, and showing power
supremacy through unprincipled and unscrupulous ways and means has gripped the
world.

Further, there has been a gradual erosion of ethical values, youth unrest, ecological
and social, and gender violence and increasing cynicism in the society. The growing
concerns over these issues have been impelling towards the need for the revival of the
rich Indian heritage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge and thought. There is a
need for inculcating environmental consciousness, moral values, interpersonal skKills,
and community, and society- oriented awareness in young minds through education
for the proper progress of the country. Situated within this conflict, mankind has to
make its choices for its survival between the moral and material forces. Gandhian
philosophy on education is not merely theorizing but about doing.




The educational philosophy of Gandhi based on ethical values, and character building,
is the much- felt prescription to be offered to the youth in the contemporary times.
Ethical principles and character building serve as the real foundation for each and
every human action. It should always be remembered that ethical values are to be
inculcated and not learned. It has to be internalized. It can be imparted through
personal and exemplary conduct and not preached but practiced as what Gandhi
taught long back. This ethic and spirit get a better reflection in the New Education
Policy 2020. For Gandhi, the end of all knowledge is the building up of character which
implies the cultivation of moral values such as courage, the strength of mind,
righteousness, self-restraint, and service to humanity. He believes that education will
automatically develop an ability in the child to distinguish between good and bad.
Gandhi wanted to develop the whole man through education. He wanted to train the
hand, heart, and head of the child.

Thus, he emphasized then ‘3H's (head, heart, and hand) instead of three the 3 R's
(reading, writing, and arithmetic). The pursuit of knowledge (Jnana), wisdom
(Pragyaa), and truth (Satya) was always considered in Indian thought and philosophy
as the highest human goal.

The New Education Policy envisions the rootedness and pride in Indian culture, and its
rich, diverse, ancient and modern culture and knowledge systems and traditions as
the guiding principle of education. Acquisition of knowledge is not for as preparation
for life in this world, or life beyond schooling, but it is for the complete realization and
liberation of the self. Gandhi echoes in the principle, mission and vision, the quality
and spirit of the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 which states that the aim of
education in ancient India was not for acquiring knowledge only but for the complete
realization and liberation of the self. Self plays an important role in the life of any
individual according to the Gandhian philosophy. Through Gandhian lens realization
and liberation of self-meant, self-introspection, self-evaluation and self-transformation
backed by self -restraint, self -accountable and self- practice. Gandhi always said that
the spirit in me pulls one way, and the flesh in me pulls in the opposite. The struggle
resolves itself into the ceaseless slaying of the flesh and to freeing the soul so that it
acts independently. It implies that the conflict is resolved if you listen to your inner
voice or voice from within. Gandhian ideologies become much more relevant in
contemporary times. It is time for us to acknowledge each other's diversities &
identities and take a more ethical, peaceful, non-violent and inclusive approach toing
understanding each other's life struggles and demands. The only remedy lies in
learning and doing Gandhi, the sagacious worker, and his astute means for peaceful
coexistence in the world.




"Tg YT G 3§ foh 3R g7 RS eRem oS 387, o GadT ohl 0T | 3R § AT G ehl STeTrdt g8 ST H
STeT 7T, QTR HIgHIS HTgd chl kg o HdTfereh ag AT 9T &, feg- o+ 28 fR1 ‘et hgar 8" a8
1eg HETHT et o ¢ a8 fawa Tavret # aa &l R Tearar & fawa A earshgd 81

g GV QT § foh 3R g7 fiRST eRemR oS 387, ol G ehl U H SR §T AT G ehl STeTrdl g8 ST H
STl 731, TR HIgwE TTEd oh UIRg oh JdTfeich I8 ST 93T &, g5 9 59 F°RT 'S shgdT 8. I8
1eg HETHT et & 8 ag =< Tt Herret ag ¢ foh WRdla @eadn & grera & €2 et ag ot sifaasai &
Rl i §Y &, Foed, el UTaeT o edich ahl "SI ST Tp! 87 R | ol 8 A I8 §idT gl ST 8,
Teh ST IeTehT 3T % TR oh [T STTT &, STelfch GERT e AT ohl 61 oifchel dTehddr deichl 93 3R Gefle
CRIRIIGIE]

et A & foh OElt 99aard e GHETeR ANl o off dharet RS e S8 38 @ UAUd @, theldt-theldl &
FIfeh 39 T3 hl his SMTelieh T Tgi aidT| "fehdien" T sheak THTI il TR IR & SR gH &<d ot
forelt op1 oft o B19T 39 91 Y dTeh ohrdT & foh ag fore)-a-fohalt vt ST A= &Y, gaTdT &Y sragar
&I ST St 8, ST 37U i ot fAafor At 8|

STt W-aTel I, SaT-SdY A R ST g1 §U i g ffes 1, Hich fie IRl & hug UgH, ca A 8
=t AT et ehie-te ugHT S g ft Il UgH, a9 98 AW Shgd QN 3R husl, |, Sfiaq-ugfa d
frretT feh et ent 3reoar & &7t SIEeTrT oAl &2 &g =isil & HTfeld BiaT & YSit A 8197 SMTehl gf-a <t
TR H 31 1 Yehdl 8, Tk ShH Ysil & SATUhT Ug-TAT STH gRIT, WH-UTH I Ig--9g+ 31T g1 3R
ST SHTH §IFT 81 319 §iT &, SHTfefeh, ARSI, STHifdeh s Ugel s o1l 39 e hl Fafeid ed € @
EHch hRUTIAd g |




afe g7 e I g@ foh ieft foraeht Tamgerft ava & ot Stare fAe o6 mieft sraaat Y garEett a S g
ag afch S g g1 ht aRToT F fhe w18l dtaar o, mieft 3 35ent Ty fan, sadh gamerh fi dar ahea
gU S8 U1 STl 3R 1= g aredt O @ Hiet foran g6t A Yeh 918 Wk ol T4 el ieht Rl S oft
At

el 3refiR Tt & SrefiRu=T & I7ehT Ay A8 o1 GHTST o foru STt 8rge g1, ag wieht & forg s/ a8 glan
o1, iR wieht 3 ufohar @ uRfAT & St foarra oik srenTa deT st €, ST Ueh aht ST, g ot =
AT 8. "IATael & SHTH Tl Uehd, &1 ol grat”, Tieft ST AT € IdTaetus | il = heft ohls e g
fora, &hig a1 151 gl his deh ol o |

"Joft St ST &t Hi @ dgaR g, el 84T hgd o it SgRer, TR, Tgd die dieid 3R ferad 2
g9ch! guig ot foh il U ISt A1STS o BT 9, U8 9SS chael dsdieiud T Tai sl Sff Geha! ot e o
SR T [Ra1 e & HiaR @ Ud ST o Hiaw @ Y| 361 Siet 3R 7 ahl SR @ oz feam srasat ot
AT o 35 91 T 83 i ATGThdl ol g, TTe JATUhT STRIT ST hl goTg I g, &H, U1 a7 fel T i
aoTg ¥ A oRad H 351w afes, amnfSies ok aafohd uggeil W aTa it Hidt §8%, a7 aR,
TaTct 31T, U © e T0h-Th1S, WH-UT 3R Her Tolohad WR Y mieft 7 forar 8. smigy o ofk
3TQs JTdl bl 1, T ITch TR H FdTT Tieft ot Xy QrTet 2|

el Fraia gaTsTardt & ehgd o foh e R-fAm & & ura gwaf st gl g =8, afces deres ure st
1 QHT H =11 § STa AT 3R I IR I8 91 <hl 718 I8 A1 g¢ foh el 31 &h farenh § iR =8
ATl hR&THI eh! T FaTielthe ehd 8 el & STaTel & 8- wifeh=T d Sai1T ehg &l §a dIeh GATSTaTI Al § ol foh
U hR@T! T ATfeTeh IAE 1 AT ST chl YR chl 3TR T TH HREM TAR ST I7ehT §&iT 1% o foIg
81, afceh Tl & et o forg 81,1 &hl STTE UH hl ShIIH e <l IHHT 829 81, H df Ig 18T § Ih
AT hl gTeld H e YUR g1, 91 & U1 317151 STt UNTel S Ie1 @1 8, I8 Tohei1 A118y

S Yd 8 foh T 1T JHH I o &eTth & a« Tielt ehgd & foh a1 & &8 gt Uohd1 §, 519 & 78
ST g foh a8 SRR i Ger g AR I3 81 82

el wREH g I O A 3 HAfcienl o @ & [S=err mifcien i g o1 Aeigyl &1 MwoT
AT HOIG ol v A 3R RgTl et oft, mief 55 o oft 12 50 sam - foh AoreR oft s v
HETTS ST &, TR TTieft 3Tk AT &, I §oh-§eheh oh foTq 1€ <@ & SISt o fog YRR 3/, STHigR
ok forg foreT s, Hiet-aferent o forg FroTgR o1+, g1 g+t e} dhl TeT8 ahl wrieft = Sroeit dTers /1
et A e ot ot sy AT

Tieft & 31 T UGt IO ohl STSIIGT Sfigter I 3l ol Sfiater o, ieht & 58 3199y ar Srigte
T fohaT, FSTgy, RIATRY, Sferd, fUeet, fYdl st 39 sricter @ siter e A 7 [ féga afes
&feror srhichr 7 +ff a8 fohar fSrem S-7eht shif ot gf-are T&t givaTer & T gt g1 o1, siet et s e
% ¥, fhgdh folu s 38 &, 1 Ug 3@ o, I8 T 3TUeh! SdTQ foh el o Sfta= § sraai i o srgfaad
fY IS, Slere, gehiant aoft <t @At et wieht 2 sraran stafes et g ft gah ghieT & aniad: U
SR Fhle, STl Gettell 4 3ifereh Yetg A fAsyra w@ar



el < S Y U HIU T SIS HiGleT T Gl AT Sfialer o1, Meft 3 38 3] ol Hiate
I fRET, ASTey, EATRI, &fordl, fUss!, nfSdl ot 39 sricia @ Sirer i 3 7 &k ffgwa™ afesw
afeyor arshient # +ff T8t foha foig= S1ehl shifd &hi giaTe It ZigaTer | R gt 38T T, Siel | el o’ ahe
% ¥, fohgeh folu 18 <8 &, o1 Ug <@ o, I8 9 STTUeh! SarQe fop et &b Stia= & sraedi &hi o srgfiad
oft YT, S, aehiett T+t i @rfaat ot il = s Sef e g ft g aehler & T™ad: T
W JhI, St etterl & 31fereh Goig | fasyrer aar |

Tieft (e 8, g 8 SiisTl & foh s ahsft @l 7 71q 82 # SR wehi shgelT  fob Wl A gHR T STt
ft f1eFar gl Tid €, STafch o1a ST agli i o folg STTeRrt et |

Tieft SgTd o AT STGT &4, B h A TRI-[AERT T SR Tgd A1 &AT g1 AT TR T ¢, T3 AT agf
o TgaTH! § SgTd, 19T a1 S1gT 8, vt il ot ST UH= 8, 38Td o @I, 8T oh 8, SgTd hl IS,
&8Td 1 ehifd Te< 8. AT SREe @ W& urdl A miefl A 3grd ot s1rg feerd, s sirarst & FRar s |

gieTHc sk dIcra ‘313" 31U+ ehfaar § forad &-

gl
I A gy el
TRATHAT

o gre et

Toh SITd gg--(S<R &)
faw gl aram” |

373y oft ieft R aRg A ¢ foh faw 2rg3-AvRI 9 8t Ut g1 HehdT @ STifeR @ foh mrieft A it ard ahe, foreeh,
AT, a8 SR AN = ot St etenz AT, a1 at et & g a1 g & gHgTR?|

et GHTHTT o W1 3@ ITeh! 5eh ehi 1 TTSTS I751- ST SIS oh STE &&Teh sicaTR 3R IHH Iust &t
# wieft F gHerETT AR fégait aHT ot Tl WREh A d &7 Aah o, fgar @ wE srrsitas
HoTelH & a1y el @3 3@ aferal o geh W  PINTgd oh RIS T8d gU 361 Sidgen ot uifad fhar
YA ch [T ST el § HICIHT S1TSI1E g HigHg 3fef! foiar S8 Adra sl off fgg-uH & e g
R Ugd-HRad 3R a1d o $iHe sTas Qd 31 SireAticies ddi ot Mieft = geqtfara fopa ofizat, i,
Jufardi oh felg TTed §Q TH™ FATSTATET & ehe araG ] AdT3il ehl it Igi= wferd feha

SfEI0T YR & afceaR thg ST dTel URAR T gHAR AAYE 8 Tohd &, A H=dT g1 Tehall g, SAfchT [cha off
31 Hf<h chl dE 8H I8 7R o] Yehd URIR A Uch Tt 315! &Td chal i-

"R 1S TSI 42T BIC I hl ST 8 At H BIS 327 S TTY WST G, 3R I BIC 420 Bl AgHeh UH agl

& IcTTTh Y ohl ZaTdT & ) & STeuseh ¢ oh T WST g1 UUe eheedTl, 3R 39 Seuddah 4i
Y ST bl ST eht eIl § ot & I8 ST oh |1 WS G, 3R I ST H chig HifeTeh 3T ShiHTTR
o1 IS T &t H I HIATTR o H1Y ST G, SR I HIHIR BR SRR 30T Ui &bl diear g at &
3 3R S AT @G |

R ey oA It 3R SR 81"




TOT AT & o1 URAR SR Tieft a8t e gt Sird 1. Sefifery smmepd 78 gl fon wieht &t g oh ame aRar =
&R ohT AT HRA ¥ Igereny el Sqa 1erar e @ hl I1d hl I6i- &2 h THH AdTell A8,
et 3R ISie UHTE ohl 39 d1erd U ot ford 3 g i amgd @ o fawg o ot A sieerens 'miel)- et < fea
Sg|

dt 3l hl FHTEE e aTet HETHT el & I98 AaHE T aTet a1 it U ahed 9 eifeh Aave w@
gret @it ot 7Tieft Y fserar & uRfEa 4, 3 it & e IR Farer IoT Tend 9, ged IR gl at S 9 fh
Tieft o1 et Sigat ST & 3T o ITH 3k SiTetiah off T ST & wAfch Ueh frame ford siretiarm ot
"37" ot TET ATeTH o1, I9 e} R I g vl Sehctt BT A Meft AR & 32} T AT Teh G99 sigeh 9 AR
feam T wR1 Y Iqh AT AT Wi 7R At et ek, R HeTeR, St ararH A @t

Ras TemaRt gr11982 7 A2 e mieh" & mgre ieft i xra-am & SR A18eh @ g S STaT 8-

"HETHT it fohefl Tt oh hrTeY 8T &, 1 81 foheft der h arden &, 7 1kt uga faim o &= F off, A hetT
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Mohan Das Karamchand Gandhi was not merely an entity, but he is reckoned all
through humanity because he differed in his approach vis a vis his contemporaries so
as to serve humanity for salvation.

To reach out to Gandhi further, let me tell you that all his contemporaries like Gokhale,
Tilak, Maulana Azad, Netaji, Nehru and many others, were nationalists to the core. They
all cherished the freedom of the country. Everyone contributed along with their
ideational constructs towards national movement. On the other hand, Gandhi merged
his constructs for freedom along with the people's wishes. With this he wisely
converted national movement to nothing but people’'s movement.

Unlike his contemporaries, he realized the notions of Rousseau’'s General Will to
emancipate the collective whole by their own. For the first time, the freedom struggle
in India became a freedom struggle by Indians. He channelized the mass action. This
we can largely visualize by across-the-board participation of people in the Non-
Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement and the Quit India Movements.
Unlike his contemporaries, | would call Gandhi as ‘A True Democrat in Action’.

To delve deeper into Gandhi, we see that he also devised a unique way of resistance
for the have-nots. This was an unusual experimentation unlike his contemporaries.

He only suggested the moral conviction of the masses to stick to the truth. Everyone
doing the same, non-violently, would leave very little space even for the bigger
adversaries and at last this would compel the opponents to yield. Gandhi devised the
usage of non-violence and truth as a tool to win over the mighty adversaries, the
Crown in this case.




Unlike the Marxian way, this too was a resistance to revolt, but it lacked the element of
bloodshed and violence. This mode of resistance, although passive, yielded all the
results in the form of India’'s independence. This is how Gandhi faced the mighty
Britishers till the end.

Again, this mode of resistance is well adopted within a democracy even now. Right to
Resist peacefully within a functioning democracy is definitely a Gandhian trait.

Gandhi unlike his contemporaries did not only press for achieving freedom of the
nation but he also had a framework to build a morally righteous, humane and
inclusive society afterwards. He strived for moral correctness for every person. For him
this perspective to look at life would sustain that society for long. This would create a
state system with less deviant people, making it easier for the state to carry out its
responsibilities.

He called for an inclusive society where everyone would be amicably represented. His
Temple Entry Movement and a clarion call to believe untouchables as nothing but Son
of Gods vividly exemplifies his conviction. Definitely, he was much ahead of his time in
crafting an all-Inclusive India, unlike his other predecessors.

And finally, Gandhi was truly a Sanatani in his action. It is always easier to preach
something than practice the same. But when you think the same, speak the same
and act the same, you gain the trust of the ecosystem around. The aura of Gandhi was
owing to this congruence only. In our Rishi Parampara, we revere such entities for
long. Really, Gandhi was the brilliant outcome of the Sanatani tradition of this land.
Therefore, when we are to compare Gandhi with his contemporaries, it is like
comparing the incomparable. Gandhi was a perfect assemblage of Sanatani
Parampara, moral righteousness, a true democrat, a revolutionary and a great
visionary. Normally such a confluence is very rare. That's why Albert Einstein rightly
reverberated on Mahatma Gandhi by saying that “Generations to come will scarcely
believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth.”
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Bhagat Singh is perhaps the only national leader, after Gandhi, who is venerated all
across India. This shall be accredited to his appeal as a martyr, which cuts across all
political ideologies. However, many are still ignorant of his social program and the real
principles he stood for, which is not only inaccurate but incomplete. To have a better
and clear understanding of history, it is important to shed light on the type of
nationalism the revolutionary icon believed in and how it was different from Gandhi's
Satyagraha. Let us first dig into the life of Bhagat Singh and reflect on the events that
might have contributed to his idea of nationalism. His ideas and philosophies can be
divided into three major terms: Socialism, Secular atheism, and internationalism.

Launched in September 1920, the Non-Cooperation movement was a much-awaited
step against the British Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre which was
also highly supported by the youth. But since Gandhi canceled the movement after
the Chauri Chaura incident, the youth moved towards a more radical path and thus,
the Hindustan Republican Association came into existence. Bhagat Singh met the
then members of HRA- BK Sinha, Shiv Verma, Jai Dev Kapoor, and Ajoy Ghosh in
Kanpur and joined them. As he continues to work with the HRA, he became so driven
toward the idea of socialism that he renamed the HRA to HSRA (Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association). It is believed that the intellectual revolutionary came to
Socialism and Marxism in search of an ideology for two major reasons.




The earlier revolutionary tendencies in Bengal and Punjab carried a strong religious
element. It naturally closed the method and the movement to Muslims, Sikhs, and
secular-minded revolutionaries. Second, the Bolshevik Revolution posed the biggest
challenge to capitalist imperialism. Its leaders Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky were
the first international politicians to call for self-determination for the colonies. The type
of socialism that Bhagat Singh followed was revolutionary socialism which is quite
different from the Utopian socialism that Gandhi believed in. Singh was pained by the
way downtrodden people like factory workers, farmers, and laborers were treated.
According to him, it didn't matter who was in rule, the lower-class workers would be
exploited nonetheless i.e., exploitation is exploitation regardless of who the exploiter is.
In the sight of this ideology, he said, “Political Revolution is the indispensable
precondition, but the ultimate objective is a socialist revolution”. He sought a nation
that treated everyone equally. On the other hand, Gandhi's trusteeship principle was
based on the ideology that the wealthy, landowners, and factory owners won't be
snatched of their assets. Instead, they'll be taught that they are not the owners of the
wealth which exceeds their need for survival and thus they will give up the extra for
the betterment and upliftment of others. Gandhi was inspired by the Apri-graha of the
Isha Upanishad which spread the idea of non-possession. Gandhi also wanted equality
among all classes, and he believed this can be achieved by practicing self-realization
and non-violence unlike revolutionary socialism which suggested violence shall be
opted to serve justice if needed. Mahatma Gandhi argued that the type of nationalism
favored by freedom fighters was too violent in nature and following such practice
would only lead to more conflicts.

Bhagat Singh's nationalism was about a deep commitment to the poor and a struggle
to overthrow exploitation. It was about reading and thinking. According to him, to
serve the nation was to build organizations that would overthrow a society where
people keep the rest under their thumb. Bhagat also believed in internationalism.
Bhagat quotes “vasudhaiva-kutumbakam” which means the world is one family in his
article titled ‘Vishav-prem'. Bapu wished to develop a more Indian-centric nationalism
which would be far more welcoming and rooted in Indian traditions and cultures
rather than being influenced by the west.

Bhagat Singh was a secular atheist. He believed in the French view of secularism that
religion must be a personal affair and it shall not play any role in the working of the
state. The Central Assembly in Delhi is where Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt willingly
presented themselves for arrest on April 8, 1929, after detonating harmless bombs
inside the Assembly to "make the deaf hear." A few days before the expected verdict
of his execution was to be announced, he wrote the renowned piece "Why | am an
Atheist?" while imprisoned at the beginning of October 1930. He outlined his life's
profound guiding beliefs in simple terms. He stated: “..Beliefs (in God) make it easier
to go through hardships, even make them pleasant. Man can find a strong support in
God and an encouraging consolation in His name. If you have no belief in Him, then
there is no alternative but to depend upon yourself. It is not child’s play to stand firm
on your feet amid storms and strong winds.




..This is exactly the situation now. First of all, we all know what the judgment will be. It
is to be pronounced in a week or so. | am going to sacrifice my life for a cause. What
more consolation can there be! A God-believing Hindu may expect to be reborn as a
king; a Muslim or a Christian might dream of the luxuries he hopes to enjoy in
paradise as a reward for his sufferings and sacrifices. What hope should | entertain? |
know that will be the end when the rope is tightened around my neck and the rafters
move from under my feet. To use more precise religious terminology, that will be the
moment of utter annihilation. My soul will come to nothing. If | take the courage to
take the matter in the light of ‘reward’, | see that a short life of struggle with no such
magnificent end shall itself be my ‘reward.’ That is all...”

Hence, Bhagat Singh did not require the presumptions of God, Heaven, Hell, or even
the permanence of the soul to discover and pursue his greater life purpose. In reality,
he came to see that holding onto such ideas merely weakened one's will, getting in
the way of logical reasoning and autonomous, selfless action. He could perceive the
connection between a lack of belief in God, rationality, and selflessness. He might also
draw a connection between compassion and the attitude and deed of assisting
others. This is a state of enlightenment, one could even say "spiritual enlightenment,"
that Bhagat Singh acquired in his brief life. Internalizing this compassion and acting
out of it within the timeframe of a short life was itself a reward.

On the other hand, according to Mahatma Gandhi,” The religion is an integral part of
politics where the truth, non-violence, humanity, morality, sacrifice, love and self-
confidence were the components which have given rise to nationalism among the
people, belonged to different strata of society.”

He also said that “without religion, politics is a sin.” The Gandhian teachings were rich
in spirituality and morality, which influenced how people viewed nationalism. A
spiritual weapon built on compassion for humanity is called "Satyagraha.” It does not
convey animosity against rivals. Gandhi Ji was correct when he remarked that the
"Satyagraha" is a philosophy for which we would be willing to live and die. Mahatma
Gandhi consistently employed the "Satyagraha" elements of strike violence, social
boycott, foreign-items boycott, Dharna, and civil disobedience.

Bhagat Singh found fulfillment through serving humanity and liberating it from
suffering and distress. While presenting their worldview in the Court on June 6, 1929,
in connection with the Assembly Bomb case, Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt explained
their objective and understanding of revolution as follows:

“By ‘Revolution’ we mean that the present order of things, which is based on manifest
injustice must change. Producers or laborer's, in spite of being the most necessary
element of society, are robbed by their exploiters of their labor and deprived of their
elementary rights. The peasant who grows corn for all, starves with his family; the
weaver who supplies the world market with textile fabrics, has not enough to cover his
own and his children’s bodies; masons, smiths and carpenters who raise magnificent
palaces, live like pariahs in the slums. The capitalists and exploiters, the parasites of
society, squander millions on their whims.”




Mahatma Gandhi introduced the concept of a classless society. He utilized this as the
foundation for his idea of a 'classless" society in which there would be no
discrimination. He once believed that "Dalits" had the same rights to life as everyone
else. India- Of My Wish, his book, Gandhi Ji created the idea of "Ram Rajya" for India, a
society in which wealth and poverty, caste, colour, religion, and sex are all irrelevant.
All disputes will be resolved. the state and the land there will be owned by India- Of
My Wish, his book, is Gandhi Ji created the idea of "Ram Rajaya" for India, a society in
which wealth and poverty, caste, colour, religion, and sex are all irrelevant. All
differences will be ended. The state and the land there will be owned by the citizens.

There is a nationalism that claims to love one's country yet refuses to do anything to
support it. It states that all | will do is advance my career while remotely praising
others' accomplishments. That is not the nationalism of Bhagat Singh. He
immediately starts working for the country himself. Another form of nationalism is
that | revere my country, that it was great in the past and is still great today, and that |
will not listen to criticism of it. It too is not the nationalism of Bhagat Singh. He was the
first to condemn the social ills of his nation. For him, being a patriot is working to
eradicate those ills rather than trying to ignore them. Another form of nationalism
holds that the nation's identity is based on its religion. He also rejects this. He views all
religions as belonging to the country. More importantly, the long-term struggle for
independence is an effort to cease one's complete emotional reliance on religion.
Bhagat Singh's nationalism is the fight for a society without rich or poor, where people
think bravely and clearly, and where there is no physical or mental persecution. His
nationalism focuses on creating a culture of bravery and astute reasoning.
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Separate electorate was one of the issues of contestation between M.K. Gandhi and
B.R. Ambedkar. Against the grant of ‘communal award’ for ex-untouchables, or Dalits,
on 4 August 1932, Gandhi decided to fast unto death in the Yerwada Central Jail, as a
result of which the Poona Pact was signed on 24 September, and the provision of
reserved seats for SC/STs in state assemblies and parliament evolved. Ambedkar had,
on multiple occasions, vociferously crticised Gandhi for his fast against the separate
electorate. He even wrote essays — ‘What Congress and Gandhi have done to the
Untouchables' and ‘Mr. Gandhi and the Emancipation of the Untouchables’ — which
contained his unreserved criticism of Gandhi.

In the early years of the 20th century, when the minority problem was swiftly gaining
prominence & so was the case of separate electorates, the British implemented the
system of fabricated democracy in India to strengthen their rule, The Indian council
act of 1909 acted as one that introduced a few reforms in the legislative councils &
increased the involvement (though limited) of Indians in the governance of British
India. The British government provided a separate electorate system for the Muslims,
primarily motivated by its desire to keep the Indian political class fragmented.
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1916 Lucknow Pact was passed with the collaboration of Congress and the Muslim
League. Congress conceded to the legitimate rights of Muslims & the right of separate
electorates for Muslims was recognized. In 1919 the Montague Chelmsford Reforms
were introduced. The demands of the Lucknow Pact were accepted & the British in
the Government of India Act 1919, extended separate electorates to Sikhs, Anglo
Indians, and Christians as well.

Again, in the Round Table Conferences in 1930-32, the concept of separate electorates
for the Untouchables (SC) was raised by B. R. Ambedkar as a way to ensure sufficient
representation for the minority SC communities in the government. The Government
of India Act 1935 also continued the separate electorates device.

At this point, we see that separate electorates, focusing on the representation of
communities in legislatures, were the dominant way in which affirmative action was
thought about in constitutional documents.

It is important to realize that Ambedkar's change was strategic rather than voluntary
since Gandhi objected to separate electorates for the depressed classes. The reason
for his objection it might seem was that he did not want the depressed classes to just
the mere share of seats but to enable them to stake their claim to “the kingdom of the
whole world”. What was clear was that with the caste system continuing in existence
no way in which the depressed classes could stake their claim to the “kingdom of the
whole world". It is like the present-day opponents of reservation asking, “why should
the lower caste aspire only to the reserved seats? If they ate well enough, they could
get all the seats.”

There was a bitter struggle between Ambedkar & Gandhi, a struggle in which Gandhi
used fast unto death to pressurize Ambedkar into accepting his terms. This fast unto
death must be remembered not against the British but as a component of the
national struggle of the fledgling Dalit movement led by Ambedkar. Under this
pressure, Ambedkar succumbed. Perhaps it was the effect of not so much moral
pressure as the real threat that was Gandhi to die for the cause of Hindu unity, Dalits
would be faced with serious backlash.

The importance of Ambedkar in the context of the anti-colonial movement lies
precisely in that he linked the emancipation of the Dalits with the swaraj. But at the
same time, he sought a measure of political autonomy for Dalits within the national
movement. Through separate electorates, Ambedkar sought to ensure that Dalits
would be elected by the Dalit community. Gandhi on the other hand wanted to
prevent exactly this measure of autonomy. Agreeing to the reservation of a proportion
of seats, Gandhi not only admitted that there were divisions among Hindus that
should have a bearing on political structure but also insisted that these Dalit
representatives would be elected by the entire Hindu community. This would ensure
that the upper castes who dominated the Hindu community would decide on who
would be the Dalit representative.




The separate electorate has its inherent potential of making any community a
permanent minority. The communal electorate does tend to intensify communal
feeling and the rest of the house owes no allegiance and is therefore not influenced by
the desire to meet the wishes of the minority, with the result that instead of leading
their people to peace, they are obliged to follow the momentary passions of the
crowd. The minority is thus thrown on its resources and as no system of
representation can convert a minority into a majority, it is bound to be overwhelmed.
The existence of separate interests in any community is therefore just a myth. What
exists is not separate interests but special concern in certain matters, the separate or
special interests of any minority are better promoted by the system of general
electorates and reserved seats than by separate electorates. It will be granted that
injury to any interest is, in the main, caused by the existence of irresponsible
extremists.

On the other hand, under a system of joint electorates and reserved seats, the
minority not only gets its quota of representation but something more. For, every
member of the majority who has partly succeeded on the strength of the votes of the
minority, if not a member of the minority, will certainly be a member of the minority.

Dr. Shashi Tharoor in his book an era of darkness explained that as British colonialism
sought to prolong its stay in India, it used every conceivable form of division in Indian
society to try and destroy the prospects of unity in the anti-colonial struggle &
somewhere Ambedkar was a willing tool of the British in implementing their ‘divide
and rule policy. Pyarelal Nayyar has stated and we can agree that no matter how
people deny it to be Gandhi's motive for a selected community conventional wisdom
has it that Gandhi overcame the British imperial policy of “divide and rule” by the
Yeravda fast & is part of the legend of the national movement. To sum up, there might
be instances when we feel like there must be a separate electorate in the form of
political freedom but it is also important to realize in a situation like that within four
decades of granting such a right India suffered partition. We continue to suffer the
aftermath of this. It was Gandhi’s farsightedness that enabled what each of us very
proudly says; unity amongst diversity.
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O’ memorable Gandhi a call for you by the
world

Lost in consumerism, hatred, corruption and
greed for wealth

Intense craving for infinite desire of
territorial acquisition

Recklessly destroying and killing humanity
with noregret

And that engulfs the world with violence and
untruth

Leaving little room for Satya aur Ahinsa.

Soulless humanity lost in unfathomed desire,
neled and lust

Bereft of values enmeshed in canny ways and
action

Gone s the natural Self with its inner traits

Survives only the stupor Self and the big
egoisticdesire

On the road to annihilation of Self and the
humanity

0’ memorable Gandhi an organic evolution
of life liesinyou

You gave the world the dictum of ‘My life is
my message’

Ever taught to tryst with Self and listen to
small voice within

And this is the ultimate salvation of & by
you O’ Gandhi

Let's be resolute in doing morally and
spiritually Gandhi

This serves as a universal panacea for
catastrophic world

Image Source: MKGandhi gallery
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Tracing the Footsteps of Gandhi:

Exploring Places in Delhi with Gandhi's
Acquaintance

Gandhi Smriti is a museum and memorial dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi,
located in New Delhi, India. It was the residence of Mahatma Gandhi for the
last 144 days of his life before his assassination on January 30, 1948.

Today, the museum showcases various aspects of Gandhi's life and teachings
through photographs, paintings, sculptures, and other artefacts. The exhibits
highlight his philosophy of non-violence, his role in India's independence
movement, and his advocacy for social justice and human rights. The
museum also features a multimedia show on the life of Mahatma Gandhi.

In addition to the museum, the complex includes the Martyr's Column, where
Gandhi was assassinated, and a prayer ground that is open to all religions.
Thousands of people worldwide visit Gandhi Smriti every year to find
inspiration from Mahatma Gandhi's life and teachings. Anyone interested in
Indian history or Mahatma Gandhi's legacy must visit this museum.
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Raj Ghat is a memorial dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi, located on the banks
of the Yamuna River in Delhi, India. It is a simple black marble platform that
marks the spot where Mahatma Gandhi was cremated on January 31, 1948, a
day after he was assassinated. The words "Hey Ram" (Oh God) that were said
by Mahatma Gandhi after he was shot are inscribed on the platform.

The memorial is surrounded by a beautiful park with trees and flowers, which
serves as a peaceful place for reflection and contemplation. The park also has
several memorials deduced prominent Indian leaders, such as Jawaharlal
Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri, and Indira Gandhi.

Mahatma Gandhi's life and teachings are inspirational to people around the
world, and Raj Ghat is a major pilgrimage site for them. Many visitors come to
pay their respects and offer flowers and prayers at the memorial. Open to the
public, this site is a must-see for anyone interested in Indian history and
Gandhi's legacy.
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National Gandhi Museum

The National Gandhi Museum is a museum located in New Delhi, India,
dedicated to the life and teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. It is considered one
of the most comprehensive museums in the world on the subject of
Mahatma Gandhi.

The museum was established in 1951, shortly after Mahatma Gandhi's
assassination, by the Indian government to preserve and promote his legacy.
The museum features a wide range of exhibits, including photographs,
paintings, sculptures, and artefacts related to Mahatma Gandhi's life and
teachings. It also has a vast collection of books, manuscripts, and other
documents related to Gandhi and the Indian independence movement.

The exhibits at the museum showcase various aspects of Gandhi's life,
including his philosophy of non-violence, his role in India's independence
movement, and his advocacy for social justice and human rights. The
museum also has a research and study centre that promotes the study and
understanding of Mahatma Gandhi's life and teachings.

The National Gandhi Museum attracts thousands of visitors worldwide who
are inspired by Gandhi's life and teachings. It is an open-air museum that is a
must-visit for anyone interested in Indian history and the legacy of Mahatma
Gandhi.
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Gandhi Darshan

Gandhi Darshan is a museum and memorial dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi,
located in Rajghat, New Delhi, India. It was established in 1984 to
commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

The museum features exhibits that showcase various aspects of Mahatma
Gandhi's life and teachings. It highlights his philosophy of non-violence, his
role in India's independence movement, and his advocacy for social justice
and human rights. The museum also features a library that has a collection of
books and manuscripts related to Gandhi's life and teachings.

In addition to the museum, Gandhi Darshan has a multi-purpose hall, an
auditorium, and a conference room that are used for various cultural and
educational programs related to Gandhi and his philosophy. The complex also
includes a prayer ground that is open to all religions.

Gandhi Darshan holds immense importance for people from all over the
world who seek inspiration from the life and teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. It
is open to the public and is considered an essential destination for anyone
interested in Indian history and the legacy of Mahatma Gandhi.
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What Did Swaraj
Mean For Mahatma

Ga nd hi? By

PROF. SANJEEV KUMAR
ZAKIR HUSAIN DELHI COLLEGE

The idea of Swaraj inspired Gandhi's thinking and action all through his
life. It received a very prominent place in Gandhi's spiritual, political,
social and economic ideas and has been expressed in his writings and
speeches. The concept of swaraj per se was not a new discovery of
Gandhi. The time when Gandhi was formulating the conception of
Swaraj, there were already several meanings of the concept available in
the socio-political realm of the freedom struggle. One may begin the
investigation of swaraj by looking at it use in the Nationalist Movement.
India had her own 'Declaration proclaimed on 26 January 1930, which
called for independence from British rule in terms similar to the
American ideal of freedom was largely rooted in common heritage
shared with Britain, particularly in the philosophy of John Locke who
popularized the doctrine of inalienable natural political liberties. The
Indian quest for swaraj, however, was ultimately understood in in terms
of a rather different religious and philosophical tradition.
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Swaraj: The evolution of the idea

The word swaraj was introduced into the Nationalist phase by Dadabhai
Naoroji, at his presidential address of Indian National Congress in 1906
where he proclaimed the goal of the he Congress to attain “Self-
Government” like that of United Kingdom or the Colonies. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak shortly, thereafter proclaimed, 'Svarajya is my birthright
and | will have it". Tilak was not thinking in terms simply of colonial self-
government but of complete independence. For the next twenty years
debate was carried on as whether swaraj was to be interpreted as
dominion status, or as complete independence. Finally, in 1929 Poorna
Swaraj was officially set as a goal of Congress. Thus, largely, for many of
the leaders, Swaraj was basically seen in terms of replacing the external
authority by self-government or independence from British rule. Gandhi
however, applied a deeper framework of the idea of Swaraj. Gandhi did
not completely rule out the popular meaning of Swaraj, i.e., self-(native)
government, but the real basis of Swaraj, was premised on (self-rule) of
individual or freedom for everyone to rule over one-self (moral /spiritual
freedom).

Gandhi's ideas about swaraj were articulated most cogently and most
powerfully in that remarkable text called Hind Swaraj, which he wrote Iin
1909 in Gujarati and published in English in 1910.This short pamphlet,
which is presented as a manifesto, was written by Mahatma Gandhi
during his return to South Africa on the ship Kildonan Castle in 1909.
Gandhi chose the form of a debate between an “editor” and a “reader” in
order to present his views to the Indian public. In writing Hind Swaraj,
Gandhi positioned himself at the same time against the revolutionary
violence of Hindu nationalists like V.D. Savarkar and in contradistinction
from the utilitarian-liberal modernists, who believed in replicating the
principles of modern civilization in India.

The seminal work contains the seeds of development of some of
Gandhi's important and powerful ideas of a later day. In Hind Swaraj one
finds the beginning of the discussion on means and ends, nonviolence,
passive resistance, social reforms, the meaning of civilization, etc. This,
then, makes Hind Swaraj a very special document, which deserves to be
read, thought, and re-examined. Interestingly, Gandhi himself re-
examined his document in a letter written in October 1945 to Jawaharlal
Nehru. Talking about his view of governmentality, he wrote:
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"I fully stand by the kind of governance which | have described in Hind Swaraj. It is
not just a way of speaking. My experience has confirmed the truth of what | wrote in
1909. If | were the only one left who believed in it, | would not be sorry”.

Political Swaraj and Spiritual Swaraj

The grand vision underlying Hind Swaraj is the reconciliation of political
swaraj with spiritual swaraj. His interpretation of the Bhagavad Gita
claims that this is its real message for modern India. His Introduction to
that work deserves close attention:

“The common belief is that dharma and artha are mutually antagonistic to each
other. ‘In worldly activities such as trade and commerce, dharma has no place. Let
dharma operate in the field of dharma, and artha in that of artha’ - we hear many

secular people say. In my opinion, the author of the Gita has dispelled this delusion. He
has drawn no line of demarcation between moksha and worldly pursuits”.

In the last lines of Hind Swaraj, Gandhi made an assertion and a
dedication:

“In my opinion, we have used the term ‘Swaraj’ without understanding its real
significance. | have endeavored to explain it as | understand it, and my conscience
testifies that my life henceforth is dedicated to its attainment”.

Gandhiji emphasizes three main criteria of Swaraj: (1) Real Swaraj is self-
rule or self-control; (2) the way to it is Satyagraha, passive resistance: that
is soul-force and love-force; and (3) in order to exert this force, Swadeshi
iNn every sense is necessary.

In these postulates, Mahatma Gandhi proposes a non-violent society as
an alternative. For him true swaraj was a construction by Indians
themselves of a new society and polity whose hallmarks would be
nonviolence, harmony between people of different religious traditions,
the abolition of Untouchability, and the development of an economy-
based Swaraj on simplicity and self-sufficiency, whose symbol was the
use of khadi, or hand-spun cloth. This broad-based programme of
practical construction lay at the heart of his vision of swaraj.

Gandhi's hope for a free and democratic India was essentially based on
the idea of self-government as resistance against all forms of authority.
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That is why swaraj had nothing to do with majority rule and state control.
He was particularly suspicious of the centralized state and of modernity
in general. The State for Gandhi ‘represents violence in a concentrated
and organised form. The individual has a soul, but as the State is a
soulless machine, it can never be weaned from violence to which it owes
its very existence’.

Swaraj and Self-Rule

He had said in Hind Swaraj that swaraj had to be experienced by each
person. Therefore, there was no question of swaraj being obtained by
some on behalf of others. Actually, in the concept of swaraj, the word
swa (self) was much more important than the word raj (rule and
authority). As such, swaraj was the education of the “self” against all
forms of authority. Gandhi argued,

“Real swaraj will come, not by the acquisition of authority by a few, but by the
acquisition of the capacity by all to resist authority when it is abused. In other words,
swaraj is to be attained by educating the masses to a sense of their capacity to
regulate and control authority”.

In other words, Swaraj is to be attained by educating the masses to a
sense of their capacity to regulate and control authority.” (Young India,
29-1-1925, p. 41). The greatest social value which Gandhi promoted was
that the real bravery increases with the reduction of violence and enmity.
In the other words, bravery increases in direct proportion to reduction of
cruelty and violence. Gandhi insisted that both Constructive Programme
and satyagraha are of equal importance in the fight for social change.

In other words, Swaraj is to be attained by educating the masses to a
sense of their capacity to regulate and control authority.” (Young India,
29-1-1925, p. 41). The greatest social value which Gandhi promoted was
that the real bravery increases with the reduction of violence and enmity.
In the other words, bravery increases in direct proportion to reduction of
cruelty and violence.
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Gandhi insisted that both Constructive Programme and satyagraha are
of equal importance in the fight for social change. In fact, he went to the
extent of saying that the day the Constructive Programme is fully
implemented, there would be hardly any scope left for satyagraha.
According to Gandhi, Constructive Programme is the major means for
attaining swaraj.

Swaraj as a struggle against external authority and domination in every
term culminates itself with the conception of self. The domain of
attainment of Swaraj is located into self-i.e,, it is the individual who have
to quest for the Swaraj. According to him, swaraj was a state of mind to
be experienced by oneself. One had to win it by one's own strength. The
anatomy of the self as found in Hind Swaraj follows substantially the Gita
conception of the ‘two-fold" self. The tasks facing the embodied self-
constitute the basic subject matter of Gandhi's political philosophy. He
accepts as proven elsewhere that the embodied self is in the process of
discovering its true identity as atman, and that atman is truly identical
with Brahaman. The analysis of the anatomy of embodied self indicates
that Swaraj or Self-Discipline is absolutely necessary for any meaningful
and productive political activity. But Gandhi goes one step ahead. He
now claims that Swaraj is also an experience, even a self-transforming
experience. True, Swaraj gives us more than a notional understanding of
inner freedom. Far from encouraging utopianism or moralism, Swaraj as
experience opens up new vistas for political action.

Swaraj and Duty

However, Gandhi saw self-realization of the individual not simply as a
right, but as a duty grounded on the notion of Truth and nonviolence. In
Swaraj based on Ahimsa people need not know their rights, but it is
necessary for them to know their duties. There is no duty but creates a
corresponding right, and those only are true rights which flow from a
due performance of one's duties. Hence rights of citizenship accrue only
to those who serve the politics with conscience state to which they
belong. And they alone can-do justice to the rights that accrue to them.
Everyone possesses the right to tell lies or resort to goondaism. But the
exercise of such a right is harmful both to the exerciser and society.
However, Gandhi saw self-realization of the individual not simply as a
right, but as a duty grounded on the notion of Truth and nonviolence. In
Swaraj based on Ahimsa people need not know their rights, but it is
necessary for them to know their duties.
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There is no duty but creates a corresponding right, and those only are
true rights which flow from a due performance of one's duties. Hence
rights of citizenship accrue only to those who serve the politics with
conscience state to which they belong. And they alone can-do justice to
the rights that accrue to them. Everyone possesses the right to tell lies or
resort to goondaism. But the exercise of such a right is harmful both to
the exerciser and society. But to him who observes truth and non-
violence comes prestige, and prestige brings rights. And people who
obtain rights as a result of performance of duty, exercise them only for
the service of society, never for themselves... Such Swaraj comes only
from performance by individuals of their duty as citizens. In it no one
thinks of his rights. They come, when they are needed, for better
performance of duty.

Village Swaraj

The Gandhian Road, path or progress towards Swaraj was neither linear
nor pyramidical. His concept of social progress, following the general
view of Indian philosophy, was one of ever expanding unbroken
concentric or oceanic circles. Gandhi was often bombarded with
guestions about the structure of the future Indian society but, he did not
dilate upon the structure of future societies. Although he had developed
the habit of answering every question, whether personal, social or
political, put to him, he was diffident in talking about the future Indian
society except in terms of the value system on which it would have to be
based. He wrote in the Harijan of 28 July 1946:

"In this structure composed of innumerable villages, there will be ever widening,
never ascending circles. Life will not be a pyramid with the apex sustained by the
bottom. But it will be an oceanic circle whose centre will be the individual always

ready to perish for the village, the latter ready to perish for the circle of villages, till at
last the whole becomes one life composed of individuals, never aggressive in their
arrogance but ever humble, sharing the majesty of the oceanic circle of which they
are integral units. Therefore, the outermost circumference will not wield power to
crush the inner circle but will give strength to all within and derive its own strength
from it."
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Gandhi saw each village as a self-reliant unit. Gandhi preferred the
decentralisation of small units of production as compared to the setting
up of large-scale units in few places. He wanted to carry the production
units to the homes of the masses, particularly in villages. Cottage and
village industries help increasing employment. Commodities can be
produced cheaply as there is no need for a separate establishment; very
few resources are needed. There is no problem of storage.

Transport cost is negligible. Integration of cottage industries with
agriculture provides work to the farmers in the off-season time. This
helped in utilizing all their energies which would have otherwise have
been wasted. In fact, these industries are best suited for a rural life. These
industries increase the income of the villages and satisfy their basic
needs. According to Gandhi this would help in the removal of poverty
and unemployment from the villages and also make them self-sufficient
economic units.

Concluding Remarks

Gandhi's “Swaraj” meant more than mere political independent. It
meant Indian spiritual liberation through a fundamental change in each
individual moral perception. For this Gandhi advocated the project of
“Satyaagraha” which could enable humanity to realize the potential for
nationality and goodness and also help securing amoral democratically
legitimate social order.

He was well aware of the fact that swaraj was more than just a political
struggle for Indian home rule. Gandhi understood swaraj as the golden
rule to the empowerment of Indians. But he was well aware of the fact
that this swaraj was not offered to Indian citizens, but they had to fight
for it. This simply meant that political self-rule went hand in hand with
individual self-realization and self-regulation. Swaraj demands mastery
over mind and our passion, so freedom for an individual consists of each
person establishing self-rule. If we become free, India is free. And in this
thought, you have a definition of Swaraj. It is Swaraj when we learn to
rule ourselves. It is, therefore, in the palm of our hands. Do not consider
this Swaraj to be like a dream. Here there is no idea of sitting still. The
Swaraj that | wish to picture before you and me is such that, after we
have once realized it, we will endeavour to the end of our lifetime to
persuade others to do likewise. But such Swaraj has to be experienced,
by each one for himself." (Parel 2006a: 12).
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Gandhi Study Circle of Zakir Husain Delhi College has a consistent
history of being the most vigorous society, efficiently providing
insights about the political and social life of Mahatma Gandhi to the
students for enriching their knowledge to analyze Gandhian values and
philosophy along with the practical approach to his beliefs. In recent
years, the society has organized a variety of activities, campaigns, and
events to familiarize students with Gandhian values and ethics, such as
quizzes, debates, art exhibitions, and public lectures of national and
international reach.

To engage with Gandhian Thought, Philosophy, and Teachings, the
society organizes the Distinguished Gandhi Lecture Series, which has
been delivered by some of the most renowned and distinguished
Gandhian scholars, including Prof. Akeel Bilgrami, Lord Bhiku Parekh,
Prof. Dennis Dalton, Prof. Vinay Lal, Prof. Ajay Skaria, Prof. Karuna
Mantena, and Prof. Uday Singh Mehta, providing a platform for young
Gandhian enthusiasts to listen to and interact with Gandhian experts.

In collaboration with Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India), the society co-hosts thirty weeks short-term,
skill enchantment and value-added certificate course on 'Nonviolent
Communication’. According to feedback received to us these classes
have been important in developing positive thinking; prosocial
behavior; the Gandhian principle of Non-Violent Communication;
altruism, gratitude, compassion, empathy, and forgiveness.

In 2018, the society launched a novel initiative of Charkha Spinning
Classes. The initiative is exceptional at the University of Delhi, where
students are taught how to spin the Gandhian Charkha. The main
motive of this exercise is to instill the Gandhian virtue of dignity of
labor and to build the qualities of patience and faith in oneself.

During the pandemic the society organized Mind Management Classes,
for students to feel relieved of their stress and anxieties with the
positive thoughts and practices discussed during the sessions, to face
the extraordinary situation of the world.

The society organized various events such as art competition,
crossword puzzle competition, student seminar, field trips to Gandhi
Smriti, and Teen Murti Bhavan, along with a lecture by Prof. Bindu
Puri and the 9th DGLS session by Prof. Vinay Lal commemorating
Gandhi Jayanti Utsav and Martyrs Day, in this academic year.

With such unique and broad initiatives, the society is consistently
making efforts and aims to provide students with insights into
Mahatma Gandhi's political and social life in order to enrich their
knowledge and understanding of Gandhian values and philosophy, as
well as a practical approach to his beliefs.
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TIMELINE OF EVENT: 2022-23

Felicitation Ceremony: Non-Violent Communication
Course (2022) at Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti

"\ /

20th Aug 2022

8th DGLS Session by Prof. Uday Singh Mehta, Eminent
Prof. of Political Science, City University of New York

‘---7 4 8th Nov 2022

Orientation Program for incoming batch

/ N
N\
28th Sep- 3rd Oct 2022 o
GANDHI JAYANTI UTSAV 2022 \\
|
Field Trip to Gandhi Smriti (Birla House) FT S /

Crossword Puzzle Competition on ‘Early Life of Gandhi and
In South Africa

Student Seminar on ‘Contemporising Gandhr’
9th DGLS Session by Prof. Vinay Lal, Eminent Prof. of

History and Asian American Studies, University of
California
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12th Jan 2023

Talk by Prof. Ashwin Parijat Anshu, Dept. of
History, Zakir Husain Delhi College on
‘Comparing  Swami Vivekanand’s and
Gandhi’s Vision of India and the World’

|
=« /
», ~e o~
Orientation Program for Non-Violent
Communication Certificate Course (2023)
\ MARTYR’S DAY 2023
|
/] < lecture by Prof. Bindu Puri, Prof. of
' ' Contemporary Indian Philosophy, Jawaharlal
Nehru University on ‘Gandhi’s True Politics and
\ ’ the Concern for Justice: The Unilateral Duty of
\ V4 Owing Kinship with the ‘Other”

s

1th-12th Apr 2023 y _
Art Competition on ‘Gandhr’s Gallery:

AL el Recreating Chapters from his Life’

end Edition of Antyodaya Launched;
Lecture by Sopan Joshi on the theme- Suatft
st d

= S ’

. /7 N\ - p
Essay Writing Competition on- Ethos of Non- - -
Violence in Contemporary Times

Field Trip to Teen Murti Bhavan

Art Competition on- Learnings from Gandhi 13



STUDENT'S
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Amisha Das, Jushya Khambiri, Dhanesh
Bhatt participated in a Symposium
organised by Gandhi Smirti & Darsan
Samiti; moderated by Priyanshu Singh

Dhanesh Bhatt secured 3rd position and
won a cash prize in Paper Presentation
Competition by GSC, Miranda House

Azra Shahab and Aryan Anurag
participated in Quiz Competition;
Ayush Chaturvedi and Jushya Khambiri
participated in Oratorical Competition
by National Gandhi Museum

Vivek Suthar, Jushya Khambiri, Aman Raj,
Aradhaya Yadav, Zareen Ariba and Prakriti &
Sinha participated in a Symposium 4
organised by Shanti Sahyog Centre for
Nonviolence and won Bronze Medals in a
Quiz competition
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Prof. Sanjeev Rumar, Prof. Uma Shankar, Prof. Narendra Singh (Principal), Dr. Aftab Alam,
Dr. Shabana Azmi, Dr. Tripta Sharma
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__LZAKIR HUSAIN DELHI COLLEGE

“OFFICE BEARER

LTOR:

(Row 1)-Prof. Sanjeev Rumar, Prof. Uma Shankar, Prof. Narendra Singh(Principal),
Dr. Aftab Alam, Dr. Shabana Azmi, Dr. Tripta Sharma

(Row 2)- Suyash Pandey, Samiksha LR Chaudhary, Amisha Das, Priyanshu Singh
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MKH HUSAIN DELHI COLLEGE

DELHI UNIVERSITY

EXECUTIVE
MEMBERS

(Row 1)-Aryan Anurag, Prof. Sanjeev Rumar, Prof. Uma Shankar, Prof. Narendra
Singh(Principal), Dr. Aftab Alam, Dr. Shabana Azmi, Dr. Tripta Sharma, Bharat Gautam
(Row 2)- Aman Raj, Dhanesh Bhatt, Suyash Pandey, Samiksha Chaudhary, Amisha Das,
Priyanshu Singh,

(Row 3)- Radhamohan, Arpit Shukla, Tiskeen Laba, Bushra Parveen, Jushya Khambiri,
Vaibhavi Medhi.
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" wead ot book with great interest (Flind
Swaray) .. Because T think that the question gow
theat in it - passive tesistance= 8 a question of the
qlreatest impaitance not only forr India but forr the

whale of ficmanily'

-"A Letter to a Hindu" conversation between Leo Tolstoy & Gandhi

For queries/submissions email us at: gsczhdcmagazine@gmail.com
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https://instagram.com/gandhistudycirclezhdc?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gandhi-study-circle-zhdc
https://www.facebook.com/gandhistudycircle.zhdc
https://twitter.com/gandhisczhdc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfBo_YrWpbd_MFcC8U01kYA
http://linktr.ee/Gandhi_Study_Circle_ZHDC
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