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IN THE MEMORY OF

Dr Om Prakash
28th December 1977 - 30th April 2021

A born teacher, Om Prakash, popularly known as OP among his friends, peers and
students, was one of the dynamic faculty at the department of Political Science, Zakir
Husain Delhi College (University of Delhi). Our friendship was more like a sibling
relationship of complementarity. One word which can portray OP is ‘decency’. You
were a gem of a person, who always maintained a linguistic civility with firmness in
your thoughts and ideas while dealing with social discourses.

Although, I am a few months older, but your protective nature has given me a sense
of a ‘guide’ who travelled with me on the ‘gyan marg’ for more than 25 years. Your
smiling facial expressions were not only a supportive strength to my efforts but they
were a source of encouragement too. I can’t claim that I know you fully but I can
confirm that you understood me better than anyone else in my life. You not only
loaned me the booking amount for my first car, but also taught me how to drive
safely- those driving lessons in DU campus were actually the driving force behind
many of my efforts, which was necessary to transform a shy person like me. After
your departure, I am not only missing you OP but feeling despair because of the
devastating covid has taken away one of the most reliable reference to
my confidence. Love you OP. Alvida Dost..

-Ravi Ranjan, faculty member

Dear O.P,

You keep coming to mind. I try not to remember you. Yet, I remember

you and find you are not here.

In memory, I find you. In memory, you are there smiling. And then memory




tells me you are not here. Between memory and absence, death creates
another world. In that world, time has no tense. I have so often
frequented that space after you departed. In it, the river is the same
always; we can get into the same water again and again. Only, we are
different each time we walk into it. Into an eternally revisable play, I
entered. I cried, and laughed too.

I have come to believe life has one script and after-life, many. Remembrance is
the option to play any one anytime. Remembrance is freedom. And yet, this
freedom is tearful. I could not make it to your son, Kulkul’s first birthday. You
were sad. I will never be able to make up for it except in this play! You had the
most progressive views and the most mature of judgements. Even as I disagreed
with you on many occasions, I knew you always had something of significance to
say. How I wish I had more time to converse with you only to realise that in
remembrance, every wish is a playwright, penning their own dialogues.

While you were here, I never called you friend. Life teaches its lessons in opposites
— now, I feel the urge to do so. Farewell, friend!

-Bidhan S Laishram, faculty member

To me he was a dear friend for over a decade since we joined ZHDC. Although we
studied in different universities, our close affinity was due to our ideological
positions. Our bonding grew by leaps and bounds. OP was someone one could rely
upon. It was to be a bonding of a lifetime, but unfortunately covid snatched him
from all of us. The moment I came to know about his death, I could not hold
myself together. The world seemed to collapse around me. I became numb. The
images of the death of thousands in the social media and on the television screen
had made one despondent; but OP’s death made me feel as if I had lost a part of
my life. I could not sleep for nights and cried for many days. Colleagues and
friends called me to calm down and switch off my phone as the negative emotions
would affect my health as I was still recuperating from the viral onslaught.
OP was an excellent academic. I had the opportunity to have close interactions
with him on issues concerning India and the world on a reqular basis. I always
benefitted from his insightful comments on issues that matter. We thought alike;
we were like two bodies in one soul. I do not remember if ever we strongly
disagreed on any matter in all these years.We spoke over phone for
hours to discuss issues (from department related to international
arena) and find solutions and ways to understand. I always felt
enriched by his activist and intellectual insights. His incisive
comments and diagnosis of the state of our imperfect democracy

was always thought provoking. Not many would know that he was




a human rights activist too; his association with PUDR gave him first
hand information regarding the cases of human rights violation taking
place in the country.

We always enjoyed discussing political ideas as well as political events. I
still remember our long and intense discussions during Bihar

Assembly Elections 2015, UP Assembly Elections 2017 and the general elections of
2019 to name a few. He was always concerned about the country’s secular and
democratic ethos. He wanted to see an egalitarian and socialist order.

OP was increasingly concerned about my safety and well-being over the last few
years. He used to ask me to remain cautious while writing political posts on social
media. He was perturbed with the current political atmosphere in the country. He
would often tell me that we are living in dangerous times, yet, he was optimist that
things will change for better. Due to ongoing rise in violence against Muslims,
vigilantism and majoritarianism in the country, he was concerned for the safety of
Muslims/minorities/weaker sections in particular and the future of the country in
general. He wondered how India descended into this apocalypse.

Many a time, when there were attacks on me (on social media) from right wing
forces, he used to come on my fb wall and defend my position/posts in an articulate
and sophisticated manner. His interventions used to be nuanced and much more
engaging, yet it used to demolish the flawed arguments/narratives of the Hindutva
bandwagons. He was truly a steadfast and scrupulous upholder of the secular values.
OP was courageous and bold; never shied away from taking political positions.
Today, many of us hesitate, but he had the ability to call a spade a spade, he used to
call a fascist a fascist in the classroom discussions too. I would be happy whenever
we taught the same batch of students. It made my task easier. . OP’s passion for
teaching was quite known. He would provoke the students to

question some of their preconceived notions. He was successful in motivating the
students to read from the reading package/original texts (which is challenging at
the undergrad level) and get acquainted with the world of ideas.

In his professional life, undoubtedly, OP was a great scholar; in his personal life, he
was a great father and a great husband as I have seen them in close quarters. OP
loved spending time with his son Kulkul and doing house chores
regularly. He would often ask me about my son (who is of Kulkul’s age)
and wife; he would share the tips for child care/upbringing with me.
He had an uncanny ability to find happiness in even a small thing
and would smile. His pleasant personality was contagious to everyone
he met. His cheerful attitude, radiant face and affable smile will be




deeply missed forever. With OP gone, the staff room will never be the
same again for me. As a result of his generous spirit and pleasant
personality, he was loved by all of us. His beautiful life will forever be
cherished in the lives of his students, colleagues and friends. He would
interact with everyone with grace and dignity whether a student or a
colleague. He was a patient listener, sensitive, compassionate, and

always concerned for the weaker sections. It would not be an exaggeration to say
that OP was an epitome of decency and kindness. I considered him a comrade in
arms. His untimely death is a personal and huge loss for me.

Dear OP, you will be fondly remembered forever!!!

-Aftab Alam, faculty member

A perfect teacher, student, friend, father and life partner. A person who understood
and practiced difference of opinion as a virtue. A true gentleman and a truly
democratic soul. The vacuum his absence created is impossible to fill. OP will be
dearly missed.

-Tripta Sharma, faculty member

I was taught by Om Prakash sir for a very brief period of time, all through the online
mode. He was extremely kind and very passionate about his subject. He
recommended a movie about feminism to the class, and it is one of my favorite
movies now. I'm really grateful that I could spend some time under his guidance. I
didn't think it was possible to be affected so deeply by someone I could never meet.
-Vaishnavi, student

When I think of OP I think of a gentle and generous soul, who never had a nasty
word for anyone. A magnanimous person, even when he was critical of someone, it
sounded kind. When I spoke with OP, I always felt he actually listened and it was
always a real conversation. He was a feminist without proclaiming it, a friend
without underlining it. You will always be missed.

-Priya Mirza, faculty member

Everytime I close my eyes, his picture with his delicate smile and
unique posture goes through my mind. OP sir was a thought provoking lecturer,
eminent scholar and a cheerful and engaging person I have ever met.
A part of my intellect is his endowment.

Will miss him so much!
-Deepanshu Namdev, student



O.P. Sir was a noble soul. A thorough gentleman, he treated all his
colleagues with respect. He was empathetic and always stood for the
right cause. He will be fondly remembered by everyone, even those who
had interacted with him only once.

-Anushree, faculty member

My first introduction to OP was as OP ‘sir’, a much-revered senior in the Department
of Political Science. For a bunch of us, he was someone to look up to in terms of
extensive reading and articulated arguments. To my utter delight, I found him as a
colleague at Zakir Husain Delhi College a decade later, and ‘OP sir’ became OP from
then on. When we decided to introduce an optional paper ‘Feminist Theory and
Practice’ in 2011, and I volunteered to teach the course, OP was my go- to person for
all kinds of queries - ranging from reference materials to old question papers. He
was extremely patient, kind and always willing to help; in fact his respect for people
who were decidedly less informed than he, was the most charming aspect of OP’s
personality. I have no qualms in admitting that I learnt from informal discussions
with him as much as his students did in the classroom.

I never counted myself among OP’s ‘close circle’ of friends, but then it was him who
got me a cake after I got married, and enquired about emotional compatibility with
my marital family! I valued his opinion, and it was a proud moment for me when OP
thought I had a good understanding of feminism. That was generous of him, for I
don’t think I will ever be able to dismantle gender boundaries or blend theory into
practice the way he did.

I never thought one day I would refer to OP in the past tense. As we continue to
teach, research and have discussions, most of us would also continue to expect OP to
provide his inputs. I am not sure if any of us would ever get used to his absence.
-Manashi Misra, faculty member

He was one of my favourite professor. I was fortunate to have him as my professor.
His classes were ofcourse conducted not as lectures but as Socratic dialogues to
which OP sir contributed his vast knowledge and experience. His way to encourage
and motivate students was admirable.

-Sanyam Jain, student

OPji was a very progressive, honest colleague and a fine human being.
You will be remembered forever.
-Santhosh J., faculty member

Sir has been an iconoclast scholar, an exceptional teacher and affable,
person. Will be deeply missed.
-Anjali, student




I met Om Prakash sir through online classes, not in real life, but i miss
his voice saying, “To achieve something in life you've to respect and care
even for the smallest things.” I'll forever cherish the little time, sir that
you and our classmates shared. Thank you sir!

-Ngathemoilen Khorong Chiru, student

Om Prakash sir will always remain in my heart not only because he was one of the
best professors but he was also the most kind and pure soul we all will ever meet. Sir
always supported me and appreciated my small achievements, and guided me at the
same time. I still remember my last presentation with sir, where he was trying to
evaluate my understanding of the topic by asking questions related to my
presentation but he was equally supportive at the same moment. Sir always tried his
best to understand all the students and was always there to help us. When my father
tested positive for COVID, he used to ask about my father’s health every day after
class and used to tell me what precautions and medicines he should take. I wish I
could also ask him about his health and could tell him how much respect I have for
him.

-Zoya Ansari, student

Dr Om Prakash sir used to teach us Comparative politics in Semester III and IV. He
will always be my favourite teacher. He was a mentor, guide and motivator to me.
We all miss him so much.

-Faiz Ahmed, student

Om, the sound of the universe, as I always thought of him, left us to be united with
the Creator of the universe on 30th April 2021. It has been difficult to believe, let
alone accept, that he is no longer physically with us. My initial impression of Om
upon ZHC as colleagues in 2011 was that he is a scholar of high caliber and a no-
nonsense person. In the ten years of our association, I would maintain my
preliminary thoughts about him except that I discovered he has a goofy side too.
Om’s command of the subject, which was not just limited to the papers he taught for
many years, impressed me the most about him. His valuable inputs in the numerous
department meetings, and his cooperation and support during my Teacher in-
Chargeship is something I would appreciate for a long time to come. He would often
take a stand on important matters and wouldn’t be afraid to

call a spade a spade. It was always a pleasure sharing the staff room
space with Om, which is where we would discuss everything under
the sun, from complex political issues to parenting and online
shopping.

The last academic year (2020-2021) particularly holds so many of my
cherished memories with Om, when my bond with him became stronger.




Not a week would go by when I would not call him up to discuss my
endless queries related to online classes, promotion issues, or
department, college or University matters. He would patiently listen to
me and transparently share his views. It felt safe to talk to him about
any professional concern that I had.
Another of Om’s most admirable quality was that he was an

unconventional husband and father. He took feminism out from the books and
dared to apply it in his own life. It came naturally to him. He didn’t hesitate to
practice what he preached in other areas too. He would often ask me about my
family’s well-being, and would understand my personal challenges even before I
would share them with him.
There’s so much more I could have learnt from Om and a lot more that I wish to
share about our association and yet I have so few words to express my grief of losing
a dear colleague in him. My prayers for peace for his soul and strength to his family.
-Vasudha Dhingra Bahl, faculty member

It is hard to believe that you are no longer with us today. Just recently on April 6th
we met in college. I remember having an intense conversation with you while we
waited in the lobby for the meeting to start. Never knew it would be our last
interaction. It has been two months since we lost you. My mind goes back to the
time when we crossed paths briefly while pursuing Masters in the year 2000. It was
Ravi Ranjan, my senior in the college through whom I first learnt about you. While
most of our peers were preparing for the civils, you concentrated hard on sinking
deep into the ocean of knowledge to pursue academics as a mission. One thing that
perturbed me however was my feeling that you remain confined to the proximity of
a few close circuits and were proud and pretentious.

However, the opportunity of working with you at the DCRC in 2002 for a project for a
few months, got me to know you more closely and I realised how amicable, friendly
and empathetic you are as a person.

Remember the many conversations and agony we shared when the opportunity of
teaching was lost despite us doing well in many interviews. When I lost out on work
in 2006, your visit to me was consoling and reassuring that all is not
lost and fortunately as luck would have it, we joined the department
together in 2010 on a permanent basis and the bond grew stronger.
It was always a pleasure entering into a discourse with you on

many areas of critical engagement. Despite the disagreements,

there was never a moment, I ever recall, you tried to push your
knowledge believing in the best tradition of dialogical scholarship. Your
own views on many aspects of life kept evolving constantly with time. An



erudite scholar, adorable teacher, a reliable friend, you wore so many
hats. Another discovery was when your family shifted to our residential
campus a few years back. This is when I met an unconventional father in
you. Not that as father’s we do not care much for our children. But the
manner you attended to Kulkul was certainly very special and

motherly. Your cooking skills always came handy when we occasionally visited
you. Ensured that Priti was not burdened while she was pursuing her Ph.D. We could
always see you in a hurry to reach home to attend to the family after classes.
You were so caring. Always there for all. Can not forget when you rushed me to the
hospital when I met with an accident. You came regularly to check on me till I was
better. Your affable smile and kindness was so reassuring. Wish you stayed with us
and were always here to lift us all. You seldom realised how through your selfless,
compassionate ways you reached many, even those that didn’t belong to your
immediate circle. Certainly, your life gave new meaning to relationships which can’t
be put in words and I can’t thank you enough.
You will always be there in our memories and heart inspiring us to
pursue little values that we draw as lessons from your life.
-Sanjeev Kumar, faculty member
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AVAAM
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
OVERVIEW
Avaam- the department of Political Science, Zakir Husain Delhi College is older than
independent India. Since it's bold initiation, our department has been the core of the
institution. Zakir Husain Delhi College has both welcomed and waved goodbye to many
reigns, the Delhi College at Ajmeri Gate in post independent India earned its name and
fame for the progressiveness of the faculty and the students. The department of
Political Science has always been on the forefront considering the times society needed

a voice to take back what is its right. The students, apart from their training in the
subject are also trained holistically by the notion of learning beyond the classroom.

Tracing the roots of the earliest faculty members, around the post-partition period, the
department had reputable teachers. It would be a blunder not to mention the names of
these professors credited with the building of the department. The department will
always be thankful to the late Dr Subimal Pal, late Professor Z.M Quraishi, late
Professor Randhir Singh, late Dr Ram Bhatnagar and Professor Manoranjan Mohanty.
Both Professor Randhir Singh and Manoranjan Mohanty served in the University of
Delhi till their retirement.The faculty remembers some of its beloved professors who
had untimely deaths. Late Dr Ved Gupta, a teacher and activist passed away in 1996.
The department as a tribute to his contributions offers a scholarship to the students in
his name. The demise of Dr Arun Kumar in 2009 left a shock. Dr Ram Bhatnagar who
was famously known for his unique way of imparting lessons on Western Political
Thought, passed away in 2014. Late Professor Amresh Ganguli, a Left activist and one of
the most respected professors, expired in 2015. It is interesting to point out that both
Dr Ved Gupta and Professor Amresh Ganguli were the editors of the department
journal JIGYASA’, and had served until their retirement in the college.

Most of the first year students familiarize themselves with Political Theory by
Professor MP Jain, and it is the pride of the department that he recently retired from
the college. Dr Narendra Sharma is the senior most retired colleague who remains a
living link with the rich heritage of the departmen. Among the recent faculty
members, Professor Ummu Salma Bava and Dr Mahindra Nath Thakur joined
Jawaharlal Nehru University a decade and a half ago. Dr Deepak Verma is a faculty
member in an American University. Dr Sashi Shekhar Singh, who taught here for long




as a temporary faculty and is now in Satyawati College, is also an elected member of
the Academic Council, University of Delhi. A good number of our faculty members and
students are teaching in different colleges of the University.

In the mid-1980s, separate sections were introduced with instructions in both English
and Hindi. It has been helpful in attracting students from all parts of the country and
abroad to join us. Within a decade, Avaam witnessed the appointment of a large
number of young and bright faculty members and a just gender ratio, which enabled
the department to reach its goal of a composite and vibrant academic culture.

Avaam provides a democratic space to every member of the department, as the name
of it is quite explanatory. Through its various activities, it provides a platform with the
political science departments of other colleges within the University. Recently, the
practise of direct election for the offices of Avaam has started and it is working well.

The history of the department is not just theory to be read but a legacy to be lived, and
it is an epitome of righteous firmness for its faculty and students who constitute it,
who develop with it and those who wish to be a part of it. Many more milestones to
Awaam's bold voice and mighty pen.

Compiled by Suvaiba Zaheen in consultation with Dr Savita Singh



(¢ ADDRESS BY THE TEACHER IN-CHARGE

Dear readers,

This year’s academic (2020-21) departmental magazine is themed
‘2020: Pandemic, People and Politics’. This edition of Awaaz
undertakes to explore how the global pandemic has affected and §
impacted people and politics nationally and internationally in
general.

The chosen theme ‘pandemic, people and politics’ is largely

Dr Savita Singh

constructed and contested based on our different experiences,

interpretations and observations. When we are struggling hard
to survive the ruinous second wave of the pandemic, we realize that the social media and

information industry has been playing a critical role in shaping our understanding of this
unprecedented health emergency. Therefore, the outbreak of the global pandemic, spread
and management are shrouded under rumors and even conspiracy theories. The present
pandemic is raising fundamental questions not only about the inadequacies of the public
health system but also about the way we act and react to social unrest, food insecurity,
democratic protest, concerns of migrant workers, economic breakdown, complete
lockdown and so on. Crises often reveal structural inequalities hidden in the system. Thus,
every aspect of human life has been seriously impacted by a rapid spread of COVID. In this
tumultuous environment, when trust and confidence are waning in political institutions
and democratic spaces and engagements are under threat, we as members of the academic
community pause to deliberate over evolving the meaning and nature of politics and its
impact on people during the global pandemic. On behalf of the entire department, I
express our solidarity with those who are directly impacted by the COVID-19 and salute all
the health care workers including every doctor and helper for their unwavering and
continuous support and dedication during this greatest humanitarian crisis.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude to our principal
Prof. Dr Masroor Ahmed Beg for his support and encouragement for conducting all online
departmental activities. The editorial board and editorial advisory faculty members
deserve special thanks for their constant involvement and perseverance in making this
year’s magazine a reality during such difficult times. I hope that the readers will find this
work interesting and worth appreciating. I take this opportunity to thank all final year
students (2018-21) for their contribution and wholehearted participation in all
departmental activities. Many of them have shown their extraordinary skills to shine and
lead the department in unexpected times in their unique ways. I wish them a happy,
healthy and bright future ahead.
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@ MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

©

“I detest what you have to say, but I will defend to death your right to say it.” -Voltaire

The Editorial Board welcomes the readers to this year’s edition of Awaaz- the magazine
curated by the students of Political Science, Zakir Husain Delhi College.

The board was compelled to try and encompass our current situation in every aspect- we
deliberated over various themes ranging from electoral politics, migration, to the politics
of digital media. Our deliberation eventually led to the theme- 2020: Pandemic, Politics

and People. This year’s issue is particularly special given the circumstances under which
the magazine has been curated. Our collaboration was completely online which created

numerous hindrances and challenged us to adapt to the best of our collective ability.

It is a matter of great honour for us to have received the opportunity to make a
contribution to the longstanding legacy of our esteemed institute.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Principal Professor Masroor Ahmad Beg, Dr
Savita Singh, the faculty advisors — Dr Priya Mirza, Dr Shabana Azmi, Dr Tripta Sharma
and Dr Santhosh ] for their help with regards to this publication.

We like to think that there is something inherently elegant when it comes to the art of
expression- be it a painting, an essay, or poetry. This issue is an exercise in collaboration
of these expressions created by members of the department of Political Science. The
publication is simply a forum that belongs to the student fraternity for them to articulate
and express their inner voice.

As students of Political Science, we hope that the readers approach every piece with an
open mind, even if one may reflect ideas that they may not necessarily agree with. The
ability to entertain an idea without accepting it, is after all, the mark of an educated
mind.

As the world is battling the largely unprecedented threat posed by the pandemic, we
sincerely wish the best of health to all members of society, and hope that our sense of
solidarity is well received.

This project has been a wonderful exercise in teamwork, critical thought and
responsibility. We only hope that the reader enjoys this publication as much as we did.

Editorial Board, Department of Political Science
2020-21
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(& AVAAM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2020-21

The previous academic year has been an unprecedented one,
marked by diverse activities. As they are archived through
Awaaz and become a part of the department‘s history, I feel
compelled to take a pause and look back. I feel a sense of
accomplishment for I've learnt innumerable lessons of life
and leadership. Leadership isn't at all about the person at the
top of the hierarchy but about each and every person

involved.

Anjali Mishra

President

The student union has to be credited for an eventful academic
session with manifold success. The constant support from the

faculty made many things possible. The role of our technical
and outreach team was crucial in running the webinars smoothly given the virtual

mode of interaction. In the process, we critically examined our work and strived
towards excellence. We have navigated through a journey of immense growth and
learning. I hope these lessons guide us through the many important roles we take up in
the future.

I wish to extend my heartfelt gratitude towards Dr Savita Singh, for the finest learnings
and rigorous training in management and leadership that I received from her during my
tenure as President. The learnings are for a lifetime and have been my strength
throughout. I further wish to congratulate the Editorial Board led by Sanyam and
Suvaiba, who have worked extremely hard to make this edition possible. A university is
unthinkable without a forum for individuals to express themselves without fear, to
engage with ideas from across the spectrum. The 2020-21 edition of Awaaz is an
important contribution to this idea of open forums, that gathers insights and
perspectives from the students on matters of the pandemic and contemporary politics in
these unprecedented times. I hope this endeavour towards archiving ideas also goes a
long way in cultivating a culture of rigorous academic writing in undergraduate studies.




I want you all to know how much I enjoyed working with you
on all the webinars and events, and how proud I am to have
played a small part in applying the latest technology to such a
wonderful tradition in these tough times. For me, it was really
cool to step out of our comfort zones and give effect to
something of this kind. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart.

Aditi Ranjan

General secretary

At a time where the whole world has come to a standstill, it
feels amazing to know that the legacy of the department
continues; be it in ways of conducting the first online elections
or virtual freshers or webinars or other programmes, the
student union, with help of the faculty has left no stone
unturned, striving towards maintaining the impeccable

standards of the department. Besides, Awaaz - The annual
departmental magazine has a legacy of its own, from having

Vishal Kumar Bhagat

Joint Secretary

marvellously detailed articles to other creative works, and the
many new writers and creators that will come on board with
their creativity in this session as well. The very thought of
getting to read a magazine revolving around the concerns of
people, the pandemic and politics gives me immense pleasure
and excites me to the most extreme level. A big congratulations

to the entire political science family of Zakir Husain Delhi
College.
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ANNUAL REPORT (2020-21)

The Department of Political Science Avaam, Zakir Husain Delhi College strives for
the holistic development of their students by fostering a political consciousness and
a critical analysis. To curb the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic the university opted
for an online teaching format, forgoing the traditional classroom model of teaching.
The department smoothened this transition, by organising ICT workshops for
students through digital platforms such as MS Teams, Google Meet, Zoom etc. In
the academic year 2020-21, the department has actively worked towards creating
an engaging environment for the students. This feat was achieved through
numerous interactive sessions with eminent speakers and panel discussions about
varied topics of interest, which ensured learning beyond the classrooms. We
attempted to connect the student community, by broadening the scope of
opportunities available to them and by making learning an inclusive experience for
every member.

Department Activities
Special Lecture Series

- The first lecture of the academic session 2020-21 , was an orientation lecture by
Prof. Ashok Acharya, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi on
'Contemporary Political Theory : Issues and Challenges' held on December 4, 2020. It
primarily sought to acquaint the first-year students with the constantly evolving
and ever-challenging nature of political theory, a sub-discipline of Political Science.
He deliberated upon the theme with rudimentary and fundamental approaches
which helped the audience, especially the first-year students understand the
complexities of the political world we inhabit. He applied analytical and critical
point-of-views to support his statements through logic and reason. The post-talk
discussion was moderated by Dr Vasudha Dhingra and Dr Shabana Azmi. Dr Savita
Singh, Teacher-in-charge gave the vote of thanks and thanked him for the
informative session.

- 1st Ramashray Roy Memorial Lecture: Prof. Ramashray Roy, founding member
and former Director of Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), New
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Delhi, passed away on August 10, 2020. To commemorate his contribution to the
discourse of Social Sciences and Politics of India, the department in collaboration
with Ramashray Roy Foundation, New Delhi, organised the 1st Ramashray Roy
Memorial lecture on the topic ‘Social Science in India : Major trends and
Possibilities’ on 20 January 2021. The speaker for the session was Prof. Girishwar
Misra, former VC, Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, retired
Professor of Psychology, DU. Indira Roy, President, Ramashray Roy Foundation
chaired the session. Dr Ravi Ranjan as the discussant represented the college.

 On January 28, 2020, a session on 'A Critical Understanding of the Law-Making
Process of the Parliament' was organised. The speaker for the session was Maansi
Verma, a lawyer and founder of Madhyam. Madhyam is a digital participatory
policy making initiative. Dr Mirza was the discussant from the department.

- In collaboration with Gandhi Study Circle, a session on ‘Farmers Movement and
Reconstruction of Rural India - The Gandhi Way' was held on February 15, 2021. The
speaker of the webinar was Prof. Anand Kumar, an eminent academician and social
activist. Prof. Kumar argued that the ongoing farmers’ protest in India should be
perceived not only as a movement to safeguard their own interests, but also
questions the majoritarian tendency within a democracy. He underlined that a
collectively organised protest of any nature in a liberal democracy not only
questions the ruling dispensation on account of its majority but also raises a new
hope for the deepening of democracy in India. Dr Sanjeev Kumar, convenor of the
Gandhi Study Circle and faculty of the department was the discussant.

» On February 24, 2021, a lecture on 'Right to Privacy and Diversity in the
Constitution' was organised. The speaker for the session was Amber Rana, a lawyer
by training. The session attempted to understand the complexities of the privacy
rights of citizens. Dr Mirza was the discussant from the department.

- On March 5, 2021, a session was organised on the topic, 'History of the Right to
Property in Independent India' by Namita Wahi, Fellow, Centre for Policy Research
and founding director, Land Rights Initiative. The session attempted to explore the
linkages between the histories and present felt need of land reform laws in India.
Dr Mirza was the discussant from the department.
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Events

« Book Discussion on UN Day: On October 24, 2021, on the occasion of the United
Nations Day, a panel discussion was held on a recently published book ‘India in
United Nations: Interplay of Interests and Principles’, authored by Prof. CSR Murthy,
retired faculty at School of International Studies Jawaharlal Nehru University. The
book presents a holistic and systematic understanding of India's long and rich
association with the United Nations and focuses on key areas of contemporary
relevance where India's diplomatic efforts can play a role. Prof. Rumki Basu, Dept. of
Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia and Prof. Yeshi Cheoden, Jawaharlal Nehru
University. Dr Uma Shankar, senior faculty member of the department, joined in the
discussion.

« Freshers Welcome Programme: On 28th November 2020, the department organised
a Retro Revival themed virtual fresher’s welcome. The event was inaugurated by Dr
Savita Singh. There was overwhelming participation with more than a hundred
attendees. The event was followed by a host of performances, such as dancing,
singing, poetry recitation and mimicry.. It introduced the freshers to the department
and made them an integral part of Avaam. The competitions were judged by Dr Azmi,
Dr Santhosh ] and Dr Md. Mosharraf Alam. The cherry on top for this event was the
Expectations Vs Reality and the virtual tour videos shown to the first years to give
them a glimpse of college. Towards the end of the event, Ms. Fresher, Mr. Fresher and
most Talented Fresher were crowned. Dr Singh then extended a vote of thanks to
everyone for attending the event and making it a huge success.

- Poetry Recitation Competition on Parakram Diwas: In memory of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose’s indomitable spirit and selfless service to the nation, the department
celebrated Parakram Diwas by organising a Poetry Recitation Competition on the
occasion of his 125th Birth Anniversary. Competition was judged by Dr Singh, Dr
Ranjan, and Dr Azmi. The poems were recited both in Hindi and English. Finally, Dr
Singh gave a vote of thanks to all the participants and extended special gratitude to
the members of the union for making this event a wonderful success. All the
participants, winners and the hosts were provided with the e-certificates for their
participation.
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- International Women'’s Day Talk: March 8, 2021, International Women's Day
Celebration was marked by conducting a webinar on ' #Me-too Movement: Struggles
and Achievements'. The speaker for the event was, Rituparna Chatterjee, a journalist,
gender activist and curator of the India #MeToo. The talk was encircled around the
very objective of identifying patriarchy within the private and public spheres. The
lecture was followed by a moderated discussion involving our discussants, Dr Mirza,
Dr Santhosh, Dr Sharma and Dr Anushree, that attempted to explore different
dimensions, linkages and the dichotomy between public and private domain. The
speaker pointed out that, "Feminism is for everyone, it sets everyone free".

- Ambedkar Jayanti Special Address: In association with the Embassy of India, Seoul,
Republic of South Korea and Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre, Seoul, the
department celebrated Ambedkar Jayanti on the occasion of the 130th birth
anniversary of Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar, fondly remembered as Babasaheb - father of
the Indian Constitution, a philosopher, an economist, an anthropologist and an
ardent supporter of democracy based upon the ideals of equality, liberty and
fraternity. A special address on 'Dr Ambedkar's Multifaceted Contribution to Modern
India' was delivered by Dr Narendra Jadhav, Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha
and author of the book 'Untouchables'. The department was honoured to have Amb.
Sripriya Ranganathan, Embassy of India, Seoul, for her welcome remarks on the
occasion, and Dr Sonu Trivedi, presently Director of Swami Vivekananda Cultural
Center, Seoul, Republic of Korea. Dr Singh concluded the session by extending her
vote of thanks to the speaker and all the participants. The event was a huge success
with an interactive audience.

Milestones Achieved This Year

« First Online ‘AVAAM' Student Body Election - The Executive Council is headed by
the President (IIIrd Year), General Secretary (IInd Year) and Joint Secretary (Ist
Year). In view of the current situation, this year, the department conducted online
Students Body Elections and held on January 16, 2021 with more than 80 per cent
total turnout of the student-voters, indicating great enthusiasm of our students
towards the democratic process. Out of the three candidates contesting for the post
of Joint Secretary, Vishal Kumar Bhagat was declared victorious. For the post of
General Secretary, Aditi Ranjan was elected. Finally, out of the three candidates
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contesting for the prestigious post of President, Anjali Mishra won the post. In
these trying times, when students have been unable to enjoy campus life and have
been limited for the most part to online learning, Avaam ZHDC prides itself in its
students’ continued involvement, determination and upholding of our valued
participatory and democratic traditions.

« Book Club of AVAAM Inaugurated: The book club is hosted by Dr Priya Mirza,
Department of Political Science. It welcomes students across departments and
batches to join and explore their common interest in literature. The members
meet on alternate Mondays to discuss a wide range of literature from the world of
fiction and nonfiction, as proposed by the members. The aim of this book club is to
create a safe and largely informal space for members to discuss the storyline, way
of writing and issues brought up by the author, at times relating to present day
society and personal experiences, with a sense of freeness.
The list of books discussed include:

1. Norwegian Wood, Haruki Murakami (1987)

2. Ants among elephants, Sujatha Gidla (2017)

3.Screwtape’s letters, C S Lewis (1942)

- Women’s Development Cell of Avaam inaugurated: The Women's Development
and Gender Sensitization Cell of AVAAM has been introduced with the efforts of its
convener, Dr Singh, department and the office-bearers of Avaam. The attempt is to
raise awareness on gender discrimination, women'’s rights and gender equality by
conducting workshops and seminars.

 Department's Social Connects and the Outreach Team: This academic year, the
department achieved another milestone by joining social media platforms
including Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. This academic year, the
outreach team was managed by the student union; Anjali (Manager), Aditi
(Coordinator), and Vishal (Coordinator). Manager, coordinators, and creative
writers have been appointed for the academic session 2021-2022. They will strive
towards making the department known across academia with their active
participation in social media.

» Blog of Department AWAAZ Launched: The department has launched its official
blog, AWAAZ featuring the unheard voices of Avaam. It is the first time that a

17



department has its own blog (https://polsciencezhdc.wordpress.com/) in ZHDC.
The blog is an open space for political discussions, commentaries and debates. The
blog invites student entries throughout the year and will feature them in the
departmental magazine.

The department expresses gratitude to all the members of the executive council,
student community and the faculty for being at the forefront, coordinating and
smoothening the process in ways innumerable. The Department of Political
Science strives to do better and arrange for more student friendly activities in the
years to come.

To wrap the report in a phrase, “ The pandemic didn't stop us!”

Prepared by Anjali Mishra and edited by Dr Santhosh ]J.
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Increasing poverty, rising cases of death due to starvation,
increasing joblessness, migrant labourers walking miles and
miles to cross state borders, lack of medical facilities - this is
the grave reality of our country’s recent past which we have
been ignoring for decades, that has come to light in the
background of the pandemic. More than 450 million migrant
labourers were forced into uncertainty about their lives. The
situation became worse for the daily wage earners and
informal workers living in Delhi, Mumbai and other urban Priyanshu Singh,
parts of India. The unplanned thunderbolt order of a lockdown First Year

within just four hours made the crisis worse, since it was
announced on the night of 22nd of March, 2020 that we would be under a nation-wide

lockdown from midnight, 22nd March and the morning sunrise of the 23rd March, 2020
would be day-one of the lockdown.

Since this happened nearly towards the end of the month, the meagre salaries of the
daily wagers were nearly over by that time and they were left with almost nothing in
life to depend upon for their subsistence for over a month and a half period of no work.
No pay, because most of them did not even have the mere opportunity to go and collect
their salaries from their employers as everything was shut leading to a circumstance
where these men, women and their children were on the roads as they were not able to
pay their room rents and were dying from emaciation.

The anxiety and consternation among the public due to lack of basic necessities, can be
attributed to the lack of spending on the welfare sector, which can be reflected in the
lack of planning for the covid-19 pandemic since the first case was reported in January.
It seems as if the government and the people in the country just woke up amidst the
pandemic situation to talk about the importance and requirement of a better and more
efficient healthcare system in the country, after a six year long holiday that was spent in
spreading the venom of communalism in society with the grace of media, causing grave
damage to the socio-political fabric of India. Though we never had a great record of
having spent sufficiently on healthcare and education, but, what is more dangerous is
the fact that in the past six years even conversations about these issues had been buried
underneath so much depth that there was hardly a conversation about these important

subjects.
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However, what is more lethal to a democratic society is that today even in the course of
the pandemic when India has ranked second in the world in terms of the number of
covid-19 cases, we as a society have shied away from asking and questioning the
government some crucial questions related to right to life, be it in the case of lack of
availability of PPEs and masks for our healthcare professionals and sanitary workers,
or the lack of hospital beds for patients.

The expenditure on healthcare by the present government is as low as about 1.29% of
the total GDP in the year 2018. Now, according to a report by ‘Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development’ (OECD) India spent about 3.6% of the GDP
which is quite low when compared to other developing countries such as South Africa
and Brazil with much less population. In 2009 the health expenditure was
approximately 1.02% of the GDP; which means that we have not made a major
development in the allocation in the field of health and infrastructure since 2009
which was also the year of economic recession and India had a GDP as low as about
3.6%.

Apart from this, one of the major concerns regarding the health sector is the fact that
more than 70% of this sector is in private hands and the government seems to be least
interested in increasing the medical capabilities of the public sector. These private
hospitals and health-care centres cater only to the middle and upper class which
makes the healthcare system highly class biased, and quality healthcare is only
available to some.

Contrary to the low expenditure on our health sector, our defence allocation is nearly
five times higher than our spending on medical services in the year 2018. Thus, defence
spending accounts for 11% of India’s overall allotment, while healthcare accounts for
only 2%, clearly suggests that we as a country of 1.3 billion with more than 216 million
below official poverty line have spent much less on one of the basic necessities of life,
and have only been applauding the rising of expenditure of only the defence budget.
The justification that by spending a large amount only in the field of defence, would we
be able to ensure our national security but the argument that we often overlook as a
society is that without spending and emphasising on the health sector we would not
only undermine right to life because about 27% of deaths happen in India due to the
lack of adequate medical attention at the time of death, but also threaten the human
security of the people.

About 34 deaths per 1000 live births is the infant mortality rate of India which is much
higher than global average, which means about 34 children die below one year of age
per 1000 births. This suggests that the infant mortality rate of India is similar to
various African countries like Botswana, Eritrea, Gabon and many other countries like
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Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and China have much lower infant mortality rate than India.
Not only this, but the national average maternal mortality rate in India is as high as
122 per 1 lakh live births in 2015-17, though there has been a decline in the maternal
mortality rate since 2014-16, but if we view the data of the various states in India the
reality is quite exigent as there has been significant rise in the maternal mortality rates
in states like Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. According to UNICEF, mortality
rates of India and Nigeria account for one- third of maternal deaths globally. The
reason for the 75% of these deaths arise from inefficiency of our Public Health
Systems(PHS) due to severe blood loss during child birth, unsafe abortions, infections
during and after child birth. A large percentage of these deaths happen in
impoverished localities and are high for lower classes and castes, which shows the
stark inequality in access to PHS. According to the recent data of National Family
Health Survey (NFHS), death rate among the Dalit women is higher as compared to the
upper caste, now the reasons for these are various, such as lower life expectancy,
inaccessibility to nearby hospitals, discrimination faced by them while seeking
admission into the hospitals and lack of proper nutrition.

Now, the question is- aren’t the government schemes such as Pradhan Mantri Matru
Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) and Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) there to ensure health
care facilities to pregnant women?

However, the reality is that the budget allocation for these schemes is quite low,
though these schemes were meant for the marginalized but they didn’t receive any
proper treatment as the funding for these schemes is inadequate.

Our hospitals have been simply inefficient, especially those at local and district levels
as every year thousands of children die due to lack of medical resources such as lack of
ICU beds and oxygen cylinders. This is what happened in Gorakhpur (UP) when more
than one thousand died due to lack of oxygen in 2017 and Bihar saw its worst times
when hundreds of deaths happened in the state due to encephalitis. These are some of
the many instances when thousands of children died due to various communicable
and preventable diseases. This reflects our incapability as a nation in not being able to
provide basic necessities. We as citizens deserve to have a good, efficient healthcare
system, and need to question and hold our representatives more accountable, so that
the government prioritises lives of citizens and in a medical emergency like the one we
are facing right now we don’t have human beings dying due lack of oxygen, ICU beds,
medication, and basic food and water.
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2020: P!

\NDEMIC, PEOPLE AND
SOCIAL SOLIDAR

It has been more than a year since the world has been under
lockdown. The year 2020 brought about a profoundly serious
threat to humanity in the form of a virus. The virus was JS*i¢
suspected to be a bioweapon; A propaganda experiment led by
Chinese government, which is yet to be proven. In India, the first
case tested positive in the last week of January. Later in March
the ‘Janta curfew’ was announced as a precautionary measure
which was extended by 21 days, and soon became the norm. The Zuberiya Nauman,
concept of social distancing emerged to contain the spread of the Second Year
virus. But, why do we use the words ‘social distancing’ and not

'physical distancing’? Social distance makes it difficult for people to sympathise with
others.It represents prejudice manifested in the form of social stereotypes. Hence, the
notion of social distancing affects social solidarity.

India is home to about 136.64 crore people. So, what is a lockdown in a country like
India?

Due to the lockdown many people lost their jobs, and the most affected were the
migrant workers who were forced to go back home on foot. Workers who stayed back in
the cities faced many problems.

Magsudan, A migrant worker from Bihar residing in Makhanpur, Ghaziabad, when
asked about the lockdown explained- "Kaam ka mandi tha, idher udher se maang kar
ghar chala ab jab kamai nahi hogi toh baccho ko kaise padhaenge.” (5 Feb,2021)
Translation- I have no source of income due to the closure of this vegetable market.

A migrant worker, Arvind, a brick-layer in Indirapuram said:

“Bahut dikkat hai! kaam karwa lete hai par paise nahi dete. chaar din ho gaye hai
baithe baithe kaam nahi hai.” (5 Feb, 2021)

Translation- They make us work but don't pay us, I have been without work for four
days now.

There are hundreds of people like Magsudan and Arvind whose stories have gone

unheard.
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Social solidarity is the cohesion between individuals in the society that ensures social
order and interdependence between people in a society. It not only involves collective
responsibility but also emphasises taking care of underprivileged members of the
group. Not only NGOs and the government but individuals too helped the
underprivileged throughout the pandemic which shows what social solidarity can do
during these hard times.

The Durkheim theory of social solidarity in modern society holds relevance as society
needs to fight the ailment of social distance, exclusion and individualism which would
help us better connect with each other post-pandemic. A collective consciousness
should be developed to overcome this crisis. Can we bridge the gap that has been
created because of the pandemic?
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3G Tod! T Td Tofes erdnai & RuT 38 Affyes srarifar ofik ufaaef of Iohfar &
T STYTEa & TU d @1 ST 817

25



2020 & RH H AfYeh TR R AGHR o Thett F 18T Jgd T 327 3UA deh gt A 8t 71g,
IE! RA 391 F© oM A ¥ o7 [Su-ag e foh 39 fame 99w € 3w+ & oy sguefa
g hl TETehdl g1 2014 H YUTHHAT U TgUT e eh UHTd, I Ugell IR AT Sid
JuTTHA] Tg 7t 3 tg ot fader amr T8 &t wig Sgin slicichr, aianeer, sifrefem,
AFSTHET, T e, IselfchedT= 3R S-1HTeh oh 13Tl o HTY hs dg3iel G fhy | T1d
g1 Igi+ fa%g & Adreil o ITY TUch § g o felTeaTdeh Bhid ahict fohU | I61A AT o Heg
U¢ GTer arett aht 9418 ot &

43 d, YRd 9 Yo d¢ YRd A hi gresid 6l fSradh gR1 #ifds-19 e & Sk fag &
fafa= v & T8 aret ARE YR et YR aifug ST |

HRd = Fdh (SAARC) 3R T[efAR0e Sffale 19 QR+ dgueita daf & s W oIk fear
dTfeh &ita R siguefta TgahT ot Serar fear S a1 10 faferas g, o, Sfek o1 ger Rfad
JTTdeRTen MY T1eh 321 & forg uxga fopam mam| gemes A 3 qefarder srigled &
s R gwie, Sit-20, YRA-SMRA™ e SR fdad (BRICS) S¥ sgusfa
T | Ht 9T foram | YR = R791E FgalTT s (SCO) o TRhRT AR T o gHEt
Y ASTET |

IR, O Rt fae=r darera 7 fasy a1 sitwerrera svgt, A faena <=1 & Try-arer srhier,
dfe smRar ok Wrst <8N pigsgiadiaaRiadid (Hydroxichloroquine) Td 3&ch
AT [dehel TZeh! SR URITACTHIT 3T Garsdl &l SMYfd ehichHTSehel et el WaNT
fohaT| STt deh U= Uider™ sfaause (PPE) ohT TaTdl 8, Rd A 37agsr ddh 60 Afera &
31f¥reh PPEs 3R 150 fafera= @ sifder N-95 A1eh a1 Icute- feham| are gt 9iRd = 20 fafera=
PPEs 3R 40 fafergs @ a1fde N-95 Arer ot fAafa off foear saRiAT ary & g @
fAehe & forg Rider |, “Ra A 250 fAfea= g, Ty, gieRk ATadla 6 TR ot iy Safes 7
feeett gRT 400 Afer g, 7. SfeR TTdh (SAARC) & dgd sficient ol U fhy Q|

TR A 31U TSI 30 & g AYR Gy hrIH v bl Ty foharn 8 uig oiH $iR urfehear
h 1Y YR deol J IqR-TGIT 37T 8T 81 TG g7 HRd <hl facer Hifa & wwer gAifaat
TR Ueh1ST Blet df IGH I hl Fgdt dTehd U@ g1 i <hl srdegee | 91 dsi 9 gieg 8t
TGl & dYUT dH YR &l # YR bl GHTIHT hH & I TR oY chl HTeHT 31{9eh g1 =
& {7 3Ttk g (String of pearls) @l I, e Us As GRASHT 311G o dROT off
WRA-H & q=rgyqui g1 fader @it gH. SR & gaR, 9 IJafd = @M 8, ¥Rd
AT R T &, Afch WRd o folT g+ T8l o T1y WE U 9 WS |1 3aTeh g1” A
1y AfSId srtoares ReR arafstt & ugyrd +ft ol fAsed gt Merari 2016 7 b
3Tcdchl gHet 3R 2019 | JAdTHT g8l o UHTd HRd A TR UTfchad™ o ATt Siehraeh
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it a1 I3TER0T URgd fohaT 81 UL SR, . (NRC) & T, TR Jivet1esr o a1y deelf & a-1q,
AUTeT gRT T AFRES SR fehy S 3R sfieieht & e | <9 Y Aepger Hifd o o
R ch 370 USIET 21T &h 919 Gy JAEYUi gU 8|

g9dh 37fafR<h 3ARenT & 1Y T8 (QUAD), fee usrid oA (Indo-Pacific Strategy) @it
31 s THSIIdl gRT O 3R &1 Haiehi & gge aiv 9 R fagsr Aifa & og fofaf
7 T 3R I S uRuRes Ggaiial o a1y Iqch Gael ol hAik fohar 81 uq fhe oft
VR chl TTHIT 60% A= Rt bl STgfd &4 & gRT 8l 8idl 8|

WRA A U 320 H hRIAT deRiI AT IUTE oh deRil Gheitd STu-Tens fafa= e o a1y
U e HoTed h- Rl T foham g1 derdi & deig | Rd 3R fsid & 7y agan
T AgIYUl IET g | YR = 70 & 31freh 31T el U AT a1 &3 UR deri= <ht mgf <

TR = TYh T R&T URYE H Tad IR TS I&IdT UTtd il | T8 & YR 370+ gsit
&Il <hl THETSH St Ay TR IR ISTRR 314 Heieh H GUR <1 GehdT g 3R UHT Yeh FoTad
AT FAaT gRaT 8|

39 UK, H&U H gl ST ohdT g fob 2020 H 38 hRIAT AR & gyid fl ¥Ra
SARTENT TR W U] Teh Aol RATT haH @ | Ghel g1 ¢ 1 I HEMRI eh hIRUT
farsg & armg SR ot GR e h oy &bitg g sgueita wgaiT @t Jeranedrn g1 WRd |
TeRUET Sicler 3R TTeh ¥ 37T g & 37T Aifaat AT Sl 81 gafd 71 | Jgd
TETIdT U e o Ie’T ¥ MR = Thid, SHAT 3R goh. o TR &1t & Adreit &
JffafRh MR, STuM, Jiferdar @ MRaR THYT Urdes ol Ua™ fhar g1 9Rd &t
Mgy foh ag STAReAT o F1Y U ATUR TAT &Sl el ont ATer GHTY gRAfGd e &1
3R I S U= URURS Gl & a1 deell ht Ygg hel R A TRATCST & 1Y
U et ht GURA <t fG2m & Agcayul vard fovar g1 aferoft BgRr iR Siemesr & T e
ot S areT 1.9 foheiiefier oia &t g ST Uah 3aT IeT8R0T 1 WRd &l 34 RE &
T AT, 2ficiant 3R =R & 91 off eheq =1f2 aifer ag &g TR wR nifa ofik fasgrg
hITH o UTY SII IGch ARaR faenrer ot gAafga s
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Every form of human communication conveys a message. I find

that many things said to me are associated with some sort of
mockery or degradation for who I am. Though one cannot
always tell because they are camouflaged, these small acts of
subtle (and not so subtle) insults, jokes, taunts, or even
prejudiced notions are acts of microaggression.

These are everyday instances, they might be verbal or
behavioral, they might be intentional or unintentional - it is

Bilal Mahmood,
First Year

clear that it is humiliating. You don't even know of it as it is

essentially employing a prejudiced notion on you. It is the atom which gives other forms
of discrimination a structure, it is the ladder through which various forms of
discrimination like racism, sexism, and islamophobia start. The term microaggression
was coined by Dr Chester Middlebrook Pierce, an American psychiatrist from Harvard
University in 1970. He used it to describe the insults and slurs thrown at him as he
belonged to the African American community himself. Microaggression is a
phenomenon which is experienced the most by marginalized communities daily, but
our magnitude of awareness towards it is diametrically opposite to its existence in
society.

The term by definition means small day to day experiences which highlight an
unconscious or subtle prejudice or discrimination faced by the people of a marginalized
community. It is very doctrinaire in our life, from the everyday instances of slurs, to the
so-called jokes subtly coated in the problematic mindset of the people. Microaggression
comes in every form- racism, sexism, islamophobia, transphobia, homophobia and other
forms of discrimination and prejudice.

However, it's psychological effects are rarely talked about; Just the day-to-day
unconscious biases and prejudices which on a cumulative level are terrifying to deal
with. It's even worse when that cumulative toll comes from your childhood friends. I am
glad to have parted ways with them. It's only now that I realize how their barbs were a
part of my daily life. In order to restrict the trauma & the bad memories given by those
experiences and times, I restrict even the good memories I have from my childhood, of
which they were a big part (I can't deny that). Those acts are like small raisins in a
pudding of happy memories. On account of being a Muslim, my commitment to the
nation is casually questioned. I am an Indian and yet I have to reaffirm my support for
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the Indian National Cricket Team when it plays against Pakistan. I am congratulated on
14th August because it is the Independence Day of Pakistan, allusions to the fact that I
am a Muslim and therefore ought not to be in India. My nickname throughout middle
school was Mullah. Because I am a Muslim.

It was not until I met some really good, socially conscious people, who made me realize
that I did not have to go through all that to have fun and casual banter with my friends.
One does not need to brush off islamophobia to be friends with someone. You have your
dignity and self-esteem to care about. Now, I really don't feel like I have any good
memories or that my life really took off until I reached 11th grade. I have good
memories from that phase and yet, they are all linked with small instances of
microaggression that I was then oblivious of. I still remember how they invalidated my
Islamophobic experiences when I reached out to them. They never tried to unlearn,
always refused to acknowledge their acts, and then called me ‘uptight with no sense of
humour’. I somehow made it out, but many are unable to do so. They suffer the
psychological and emotional barrage of toxicity, which leads to the plummeting of
mental health, and in numerous instances, depression. Many do get conscious of their
surrounding atmosphere, but are helpless to do anything about it as they fear exclusion
which in result leads to isolation. People find getting used to these acts of prejudice
more convenient rather than fighting against.

This was just my personal experience. However, trauma is trans-generational, much
like discrimination. Trauma is perpetual- it will never cease to exist as long as the
discrimination does not cease to exist. Along with me, my sister has also suffered the
same experiences of discrimination and islamophobia. For her, it is worse as it gets
mixed with sexism. It is from a very tender age that she has got to know we have to
prove our nationalism. How are institutions such as schools, or even family meant to
provide us shelter from microaggression, when they themselves are tools of
internalizing and enforcing the same, as they too are a part of society?

We have been made to conform with these experiences, not because we were okay with
them, but because it is hard to identify it as violence. I doubt that this is my story alone;

it is that of every marginalized person in society. Structural forms of discrimination
find their roots in microaggression as they are internalized more and more with time.
Unless and until this concept does not get explicitly understood, talked about and
thrown out, structural forms of discrimination can't be taken out of our society, no
matter how many movements, even on the scale of ‘Black Lives Matter’ come up.
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The pandemic has affected us psychologically and emotionally,
albeit in different ways. Everyone on the planet underwent
numerous challenges and experienced various phases of the
pandemic, which eventually made each one mentally stronger.
First year students were the chosen ones who neither enjoyed
passing out of Class 12 in the customary manner nor had the

pleasure of experiencing the much-awaited entry into the S.Mihir

hallowed portals of their respective colleges. Many have lost First Year

their near and dear ones to this deadly virus. Going through

a myriad of images on social media, news et al, we felt inexplicable emotions. These are
voids which can never be filled. Let’s take a walk down memory lane through these
stages in an attempt to encapsulate what we felt during these trying times.

Denial

This phase began in early March 2020 when we were first made aware about
Coronavirus. In one swoop our exams got cancelled , movement was restricted, and
lockdown was imposed. At this stage we were still in denial with the hope that things
would soon come back to normal. Sadly, that was not to be. We all hoped against hope,
but things only got worse. We questioned and blamed the Chinese for their actions and
everybody asked each other “WHO EATS BATS?!”. Our whole world began to turn topsy

turvy.
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Anger

‘Kya karu main mar jau,
This phase was around June-July when we were under continued lockdown and still

getting used to the new ‘normal’. The commencement of online classes brought with
them fresher challenges- low bandwidth, network and technical issues became the
reason for much frustration and anger. This stage was full of disappointments. The
human touch was not kosher anymore. The possibility of death lurked in our minds
whenever we touched anything or even just breathed outside of our home, the common
refrain was “KYA KARU MAI... MARR JAU!!".

Bargaining

Ye bhi theek hai

This stage started around November-December. The new normal led us to rethink our
lifestyles. This phase led us to contemplate the benefits of the pandemic. How well all of
us have sharpened our basic household skills such as cooking and cleaning, which were
non-existent before the onset of the pandemic. Families reunited and bonded together.
Online education now seems like a boon too, as it has obviated the rigmarole of
travelling to college or work. The rising covid cases no longer affected us as long as we
did not test positive. At this stage, no matter what happened we ended up saying “YE
BHI THEEK HAT".
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Acceptance

This phase began around January 2021. We were all painfully aware of the fact that
covid is going to be around for a considerably long time and there is nothing we can do
about it. We went ahead with the “SEH LENGE THODA” attitude. In effect we have all
transformed into the ‘rock(s)’ that we are today. Acceptance of our situation made us
empathetic towards those who were going through worse times than us and helped us
find the humanity within.

Monotony

Ab To Aadat Si Ha Mujhko Aise Jeene Me

Acceptance led us to live life as it is. Daily life seems like a time loop out of a science
fiction movie- a never-ending day which repeats its happenings day after day, till the
end of time. For students it means- eat, sleep, class, repeat. For covid patients it means
steam, gargle, medicate, repeat. Monotony of such a humongous level made us lose
track of time and reality. It was indeed a blessing in disguise as it led us towards a path
of self introspection, discovery, and improvement. The present situation indicates that
the monotony is here to stay.

PS- Now that the third wave is upon us, what new phase are we going to go through?
Any guesses?
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“Irg i wrfa 7 FAroaer g fAuer @ sarer uyvmafie giargl”

Toh Afh ol IR THIST 9 g & Irg-a1y 39 & ufafe & @axt 9
3T hA AT ShI USIShIRAT <hT gdT g1 21t Tt & 59 STl O ST
AT Ue-foiRd 8, Y a8 STHId & Toh 3 deh Sit off WeR 3Gl 6 98 Yol o
T TTeld, U8 H UAATRAT ST T3l gIHT TaTeh g1 ST 81 TR=] 2020
ch 9T 37T hRIT dIORY &hi Teh 3TdYR ch ©Y H TN chch UAhR] chl
I h! ShITh BG <Ich ST ehe chl hIIRURT ! TS B |

# S 31TeT 37U fA=IRT ekl 31TUeh | 3@ @l g, SHehl SMYUR g Afdur ved MR fary &t
St Heath & Tcsrar| # 370 =R 9 STUR TR 97 ! § foh IH TR Mel71-37erT vl &
T 7 g1 & faiwal &l a1l deh ugd U # 7 Aeg fafda RS SR HRIR 9 &
TSR hed 8, Alfch=l 2T STt U5k OR f&T eht Wek §H deh UgId 6, d Ta 3TTSTe 67 U9 <hi
LI & Gechich H 180 =M 3R &A1 chl fcht | Aid ¥ TR quT IR hiRkAT & =t
UTIEH TR g | WIRd 142d RAM, UTfehed 1456 R 3R 4 177¢ R W 8|

g 3richsl 9 FAfYd ®u 9 g9 I8 df 79 R Tohd & b gl 9 &Y SeTe SuTer & 3R gl
| AfhT 379 I8 T T8 foha ST JepdT foh U9 i STST1<) foh svRon @ o a1 suTeT gidt &1
URTRAT oI ciehd ™ <hl TAT TART t hgl ST €, ST SISTET hl I1fSd hed & D i
fSriER 8t ahar 7 U SMISITE! & ART Hdeld Ueh UHT STISTIET 9 8, SO 8RR &g UadhR
fordt S T T3 SIYhRT bl AT ehl Gach A+ @, I I g S 1 81 foh 31T Teiehe IYeh!
T IYch URAR dTell et ehi&ATST Sl FTHAT eheAT US|

ot It “€ IR & YuTeeh 3R RS UshR ATl aree o feeed! AT 3marg iR 3R
U321 & Gfeld il el Yehael UgHT| g &l Irich Rt &of UTfeh! o [&etieet & 14 aril
eh! Irg STATEAT & Yeh U H GIFOR §1M o ol Ueh AMfed wiehe ST 71 SR i dAens STal
TGS BIEThR AT § 3R T UYHA = viwor <ht o foh ifa smmasaes amiai & sifafeh
H&ohl R s HI arg= dgl Iel, Il bl HIATY sic gt §; Ut fFafa & IR uder gferd o1 ag

haH S8G dich-dTaT AT

2O Ugdl IR U Yot = Rigre arexeH o e af Uth. 3. 31R. &of <l off | srate
HieR g¥ o U 3T URAGY = Yeh faa1erue s SR &hd §Y hal o foh “9iar |
GH STgIeISl hl hIRIHT IRIRY I &1 Rl |7 Rigred = 370+ Ueh o H Teldl 9 =
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URHEY e 39 ST ohl IR TS o G Tl M=y o gaTel & I e fean| wifeht
S gl 3Te & 378 S1uT TTerclt o IR H uar o, IgiA A Rth 39 o # dnee fohar siftg
Teh Zdie oh ATSH ¥ 39 Af o IR # a1 +ff i)

a9 qt foredt oft FRATT & i gford-gar is Aifed dtenx fondlt & agl ymes SiTg, ot it &Y st
WA 8, IR PRI aRIRY oh &R B SId 3(TUch! BT hls Aifed 3T df hdT o IdT g7 39
WR UG ehgd g, “dist Il g3 al S g3 foh 3¢ Tg AHeAT S S o foh 36 &
gfelq WA H el oh ol sratedt & agi Yferd &of ht 99 &4 o folg AsTHT Ul Sriie ard
&; TR {31 Fehle ¢ foh I7eht gerar Rt A1fed &1 =8l U1 e d g3i fIRTR hean rgd 91 4
TR IR g1 AT B gt AfeH A Fife foram ITeh 91¢ o1 IRT geHTehd g/ Iideie 9 9

JATgeh g1”

gfe Isg TRk Mifear ot Afeid st ol urafAehdr &4 o, ag oft ge STa T e & et
gl foh T TRART ol SIUATYRT €T T ht ATIRY ¥ T UR Shi=sd ST A1fey af f[R&afd
TefiRdT Y THST ST ahdT €1 9 geAT = Hifgar ok omw i vt wRuT e & o g
Atehdifich STSITET feha=t hHESTR & |

$ [ Ugel U AR SIIGdT ATH o UAhR A IR UeST & ASigR St & a=af at At &
1Y A Tk TR i TehdedT & aR & RUifé 6 ot Tdist & dR )R 39 R&ATh T
31TE. 3R, Tof gt TS|

fgre @ 519 g g@1 741 foh 39 Q1 Al J T theh g dt Ik JdTieieh aIH1 AT | hig
Theh gl &1 = @l STIYATe Sl HIFCT 3Tchell ¢ 3R A 8l “& IRIR” | IR U2, AR, S8,
HHR, BTG 3R THM SHIEI UR UAGR] ahl [MRIHT S higak A+ 317 G g1 fohdl
U1 ch TUTEeh h AT shRidTal chl 3 T hi, Ueh FST Tl & hl ahIfAN & &g F o}
3T ST GohdT &1 WTHTaeh &Y 9 HifSa1 & g 98 dach d 39 "eAT ¥ SIRE &l WIg dar
g

g1 eREIST A USTeRTIRdT o aT&dideh chTH o SR H IdTd §Y ehgl, “UchTRdl fehdil & TgHd
ST 31UET 9 BT 781 & | GAhIRAT ohl ohiH g foh a8 I8 Fdmd foh ST TR R T 81 @1 8 3iR
hgl oI WA §S g1 STTUehl 37U UTSehi 3R asfehl oh folg Téten Rutfén ezt gicit &1 gt =18t
STdT TR & U GgAfd IUaT SHgafd a1 GReR § FSd AT g F 3ueh! Ratfdar
I Uepfd TR ahls UHTT USHT AMfeT | SR ST PR, ST cha-TXhR <hl UTET I ST UTel
I WFHR 8§, T SIST i AT = AT & df I I, 3t avg I+ =1 =1fgul gar
ISTifdeh faaR g1 R grdl 18l g A1igd | Wk o9 WeR gidl 81 {2 Al vTd foh AgrTiRat
31 ol Hehe & ER | HifSar st S+t Je1 Uepfd ot Feifara e &1 anfgy | Hifear ot fsaer
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Jgd §U ARhRI T U U gl g1, faivem 31a S1d cileh a3 & shRuT URGIRIT ot &6 g1 718
¢ Hifear &1 erden ¢ foh ag fomr feredt s/ 3k uaraTd o6, 31U+ A & | 31T & &R | Hifgan
f SR ik sareT 91¢ 718 817

TR ¥R H Hi[g AR Il # AR I O &, ST TRehRI TARI ohl TATARdT d &
T I8 ha (b IRhRI YR gISehl Ueh HIF &Y g TfG Teh =T 31U 3ITUh! clicha s hl @1 &
33T ATEdT € dY 3T foIT 3T 327 & UFAhRI ahl Wa g 3ifd-3masash g

PRI IR, ST R fasy o forg ek 9ma ht G IRT 8, Ik 8t AT IHT he TRAR U]
hiAl enl U foh RN e §U ToR 31T &1 UH ehIthl I&TER0T ¢ 7Y § S-H hiRIAT 5
T R UhIRi ohl 1T fohar 1T, fone aTg a8 YRd &1 a1 fa% oht ahls o= 2Tl

“SMerd= <hl Aherdr a1 fawarar ITh! gsrerTiRdar R AR et 817
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The covid-19 pandemic’s impact is far beyond the physical
aspect of human health, the other being the mental health
aspect of well-being. In the year 2020, the strictly-enforced
lockdown triggered a wide range of mental health issues
ranging from stress, depression, anxiety to paranoia due to
uncertainty, loneliness, joblessness, financial insecurity,

migration, and fear of infection, which took a heavy toll on

Amisha Das,
First Year

mental health. For millions of Indians just like people around
the world adjusting to this so-called ‘new normal’ was not
easy, many had to overcome the resistance to even acknowledge the fact that they may
have a mental health problem and most importantly reach out for help.

Adjusting to this new normal of living a highly digital life and the dissolution of the line
between work and home or college and home has its own drawbacks. The restriction of
movement between workspace to home not only has put a stop to our physical activity
but has added to the day-to-day stress of work with a feeling of isolation. One’s
workspace forms the core of their social life, as it provides an individual with an
opportunity to connect with other people and express their ideas and interests, but the
shift to virtual mode has led to feelings of loneliness and lack of motivation; fewer
social interactions may lead to heightened anxiety and pressures. This shift to digital
mode has led to episodes of ‘virtual learning fatigue’ as a day full of video interactions is
mentally draining because our brain is unable to process information the way it is
accustomed to.

In a research paper titled Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of COVID-19 in India:
The Challenges and Responses, published in August 2020, by Shankar Das, suggested
that “all large-scale disasters have had a significant negative impact on individuals
ranging from depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, substance abuse, behavioural
disorders, domestic violence and child abuse.” This brings us to the fact that stay home
orders led to the confinement of abusers and the abused in a confined space; this led to
a sharp increase in both emotional and physical abuse. The National Commission for
Women received a total of 23,722 complaints in 2020, highest single year figures in the
past six years. As reported by The Economic Times, The Childline India helpline
received more than 92,000 SOS calls asking for protection from abuse and violence
within 11 days of the imposition of the lockdown.

In a country like India, mental health happens to be a neglected and ignored topic with
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very little awareness amongst the population, which leads to added difficulties for
suffering individuals to get any professional help. According to the World Health
Organisation, India is the ‘most depressed country’ in the world and according to
a study, between 1990 to 2017, one in seven people in India have suffered from
mental illness ranging from depression, anxiety to severe conditions such as
schizophrenia. It would not be an exaggeration to suggest that India is under a
mental health epidemic. Though this pandemic brought the mental health aspect
to the spotlight, thanks to news and social media, there still remains a void in
understanding and acknowledging mental health issues.

Nevertheless, it has provided us with an opportunity to educate, spread awareness
and sensitise the society at large about these issues which is the aim of this article.

37



For a long time, India has struggled to match the pace of Chinese
investments in South Asia. But in this crucial time of the
pandemic, India has become a global pharmaceutical
powerhouse, manufacturing 20% of all generic medicines and
accounting for as much as 62% of global vaccines production.
India utilized the opportunity to show goodwill and prove its
growing strength by providing the vaccine in grant not only to its
neighbours but also to the Least Developed Countries and to the Zoya Ansari,
Small Island Developing nations. Even before the vaccines were Second Year

developed, India supplied hydroxychloroquine, paracetamol
pharmaceuticals, test kits and other types of equipment to almost 90-100 countries.

But in this second wave of COVID-era, India’s growing coronavirus death rate raises
questions about the Government’s diplomacy in the past few months- when it was lifting
bans on the export of the drug HCQ because of the huge demand, it sent medical teams to
neighbourhood countries, and the most controversial step, its massive Vaccine Maitri
Programme. Under the initiative of Vaccine Maitri, India exported more than 66 million
doses of COVID-19 vaccines to 95 countries worldwide. China and European Union have
also exported millions of doses, but only after they managed their own internal COVID-19
crises. Today, India is facing the biggest surge of COVID cases on a daily basis. This is clear
evidence of the Indian government’s failed diplomacy and inefficiency.

India’s Vaccine Maitri and countering Chinese dominance

Under India’s Vaccine Maitri or Vaccine Friendship policy that makes a complex and far-
reaching effort to make India’s vaccine available for the greater good of mankind in these
difficult times, hundreds of thousands of India-made Covishield vaccines manufactured
under the license from Oxford-AstraZeneca were shipped free of cost to almost 60
countries. India launched its vaccine roll out on 16th January and since then vaccines
have reached all the neighbouring countries including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Myanmar and Nepal. Apart from neighbours, the vaccines have
also flown to other countries such as Seychelles, Cambodia, Mongolia, and Pacific Island,
Caribbean and African countries.

India’s vaccine friendship campaign which is successful in providing free shipments
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of AstraZeneca’s vaccines manufactured by the Serum Institute of India can also be
given a different dimension as this campaign has drawn praise from neighbours and
has also affected China’s dominating presence in the South Asian region. Indian
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla described ‘Vaccine Maitri’ as
‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ in action. This was evident by the shipment of free
vaccine consignment to countries such as Nepal, Bangladesh and Maldives, this has
helped India to mend strained relations and cement friendly ties with these
neighbouring countries.

Improving ties with the neighbours

The Government of India supported Nepal by providing free vaccines amid its
deteriorating relations over a territorial dispute and the rising Indian concerns over
China’s expanding political and economic influence in the Himalayan nation that lies
between the two asian giants. Earlier, Bangladesh was supposed to receive free of cost
vaccines from China but later Dhaka refused to contribute to the development cost of
the vaccine. Later, New Delhi stepped in to help impoverished Dhaka by providing two
million vaccine doses as a gift. Indian vaccines can be stored and transported at
normal refrigerated temperatures and this is beneficial for countries like Bangladesh
which possess this facility.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has also taken major steps, from organizing meetings
involving neighbouring countries which aimed at facilitating collaboration on COVID-
19 to addressing the health secretaries and technical experts of the neighbouring
countries where he proposed several initiatives to facilitate regional cooperation in
the area of healthcare. India has also organized various online training programs for
health professionals from neighbouring countries.

Vaccine friendship or vaccine diplomacy?

Now, India’s vaccine diplomacy and Quad vaccine initiative are running parallely
under which vaccines will go to the countries in the Indo-Pacific region which is also
the battleground of contestation between Chinese and the Quad’s sphere of influence.
India has been able to deliver the vaccines in most of the countries before China was
expected to deliver and the only reason behind such fast delivery was the speed with
which India has been able to manufacture the vaccines.

This can also be seen as a strategy to overpower China in the region and to improve its
strained relationship with its neighbours. New Delhi's supplies also make a key
diplomatic initiative in a year when India is at the UN Security Council and is going
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to host G-20 in 2023. At a time when global cooperation in sharing vaccines is
minimal and the World Health Organization’s vaccine-distribution programs are
yet to get off the ground, India had taken a different track and had emerged as a
strong player in vaccine diplomacy to strengthen its position in the world.
Unfortunately, India’s population paid a heavy price for this failed policy, initiated
by the present government, with an intent to portray itself as a philanthrope just
before the state legislative assembly elections were about to start in West Bengal,
Kerala, Assam, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.

India’s vaccine diplomacy a bane or a boon?

Though India’s Vaccine Maitri might have been beneficial for the countries who
received millions of vaccine doses under this initiative, this programme not only
highlighted the Indian government’s failed diplomacy but also showcased its
inefficient rule in the country. Both the United States of America and India are a
few of the worst affected countries in this second wave, but if we compare the
efforts of these two countries, they are in sharp contrast. Through the use of its
executive orders and Defence Production Act, the United States made domestic
production and use of COVID-19 vaccines and pharma supply its priority and
refused to export at present.

On the other hand, the Indian government’s failure of anticipating the current
crisis and taking up proper measures to tackle the situation worsened the
situation. Our respected Prime Minister even declared throughout the world that
India had defeated the coronavirus, when India was seeing about 11,000 new cases
a day nationwide and 15 lakh active cases. This not only reflects the Indian
government’s casual approach to the present wave but also highlights the Prime
Minister’s irresponsible attitude and lack of awareness about the needs of his own
people.

PM Narendra Modi started the Vaccine Maitri Programme at the time his own
country started the domestic vaccination programme without properly estimating
the need or the urgency of vaccinating the whole population. The millions of

vaccines that India exported earlier could have been used to save thousands of
lives today. India which was a vaccine exporter a few months back is in urgent
need of importing vaccines. India’s example clearly shows how an incompetent
government functions like. This has not only tarnished the country’s image
dlobally but has also led to a grave impact on its people who paid the cost of this
mismanagement under the leadership of a so-called global leader who could not
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THE STUDENTOLOGY OF COVID

The year 2020 marked a great reversal in the conceptualisation
of students. The common image of school or college goers with a
backpack and cheerful disposition has been somehow marred
with the sudden outbreak of the covid pandemic in late 2019.
This unseen, unheard shock seemed to have jolted colourful

minds from their dream land back into the morbid harsh reality

of this earth. An eagle eye view might depict the impact of the
pandemic as a mere cause-result analogy, but a closer look

Tanmay Kanaskar,
Second Year

would certainly reveal the miserable fluctuations in the lives of
students.

The nationwide lockdown announced on 24th March 2020 necessitated the closure of
educational institutions at all levels. This measure was contemplated to be a temporary
step which soon turned out to be a horrible nightmare. Owing to the rising fatalities and
cases the lockdown was repetitively extended. Some sectors of transport, industry and
the like were reopened, but the state has remained partially blind towards education.
Online classes became the order of the day. The initial response from students was
positive as the online mode presented a new, different form of learning with a tinge of
modernity and coolness. Assignments, tests, and projects took to digital angles. Books
were supplemented by pdfs and presentations. Hence, students adapted to the online
mode as fish to water. Younger ones showed great eagerness and enthusiasm. But,
gradually the vigour fell and was replaced by lethargy and online fatigue. Welcome relief
came when Mr. Pokhriyal, Ministry of Education, announced cancellation of college
exams, except for final year students.

Fresh issues of connectivity arose. The students residing away from home could not come
back. Those at home still had to bear the brunt of rent to landlords. Many did not have
the privilege of a smartphone or a laptop, resulting in disastrous impacts, escalating to, in
some cases, suicides by meritorious grown-up graduating stars.

Summer passed by stuck in homes, many engaging in creative and productive activities
but the majority in anticipation of normalisation. The new session fired off fresh online
vibes with a 9 to 5 job schedule. The summer break helped children gear up again for the
unconquerable engagement with the small screen day in and day out.
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Absence of active social interaction often resulted in frustration and depression. Above
all, the government’s decision to conduct JEE and NEET offline when the virus was at its
peak thundered. However, no one had an option but to comply. With the public
transport system coming to a halt, it was a herculean task for the aspirants to simply
reach the exam centres. Health issues relating to eye strains and headaches soared.
Intolerance and irritation began to gain ground.

The online exams in December vindicated the growing restlessness and dislike for the
online mode. New things are eye-catching only till they remain new. Anxiety regarding
the new mode, internet issues, submission troubles and a typical strangeness was
witnessed .

The new year did bring in hope for many as reopening of schools in many states was
announced. But there still remains a bulk of issues which remain unsolved. Teachers too
felt the urge to resume the physical mode as continuous online classes, paper correction,
and student inactivity took a heavy toll on them too. Their perseverance and dedication
to their profession is worth saluting.

Information technology has enabled the academic cycle to keep racing but has left the
students far behind. We cannot deny the fact that digital connectivity has overcome the
distance barrier but the importance and weightage of physical teaching and learning
experience cannot be sidelined. It is true that mankind has evolved to keep the clock
ticking even in times of crisis but everything (like lively interactive classes,
extracurricular activities, the cheerful laughs, silly fights) does not have an alternative.
The student community derives its identity from the campus. With the cases rising
again, the idea of mask-less life and free interaction remains a far cry.

Hope is still alive. Hope of the bright sunshine and laughing radiance of freedom.
Freedom from the shackles of online digitalisation back into our cozy classrooms- back
into our dreamland in which we had lived since we started learning. Back into the world
of optimism and a world of possibilities. Let's see how long this virus sustains as nothing
has till date been able to defeat the power of hope and faith.
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ONY TO CORONA

Politics is done over people who are alive, and yet find it

difficult to survive. Power is the soul of politics -bate for the
oppressed and fate of the oppressor. But, what is the force
behind this trinity of ‘P'?

What is that common thing which has become even more
evident during the pandemic, a time where the tyrant is a virus.
Every remote corner of the sphere is boiling with this force
called Fear- The soul of the tyrant and the weapon of the ruling  Suvaiba Zaheen,
class. We are compelled to ask ourselves how has fear done Third Year

more harm to us than the good a moment of courage could ever

do to our bogus ozone of protection?

Politics is done over people who are alive, and yet find it difficult to survive. Power is the
soul of politics -bate for the oppressed and fate of the oppressor. But, what is the force
behind this Trinity of ‘P'?

What is that common thing which has become even more evident during the pandemic,
a time where the tyrant is a virus.

Every remote corner of the sphere is boiling with this force called It is because we have
become programmed to the formal feeding of the tidings. Most of the societal agencies
have heard off around our modes of communication way too freely without a single
barricade warning us of them. They transcend all the physical barriers to have a place
in our hearts; Fear, hence, is born in such a conducive atmosphere. Though existent
since time immemorial, it was never used by democratically elected sacredness so
heavily. Lately, medical emergencies have been less about health and more about
power- regulation over people. Coronavirus became a tool which enabled seat holders to
maintain the movement and even to confine it. But, here the debate arises, was it not
necessary and what was the alternative?

It can not be denied that certain things and conditions are inevitable. A moment of
courage should not translate into a series of irresponsible actions. But anything which
lacks planning and spirit to solve the crisis must force us to question the sacredness of
the legalities. Does this make us less of a citizen? Yes, because when we place something
or someone at a pedestal so pious that the fear of curse and bane holds us tight,
eliminating all the air of questioning from the aura of a political individual. The fear of
being penalized works best in favour of those who want to resume the movement in the
way of their agenda- campaigning.
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Did fear fulfil anyone's hunger after keeping crores of lives locked up into the empty
shelves, sans grain? Was sanitization a lot more than rubbing of the hands? Did social
distancing norms really stop the bigger ties from mingling? How come lakhs fell deeper
into the dungeons of poverty? The answer to all such questions lies in our forgotten
capability to question.

Answer lies in the empire of fear where truth is a luxury at the cost of everything.

‘Crony capitalism’ became ‘corona capitalism’; essence intact but situation revamped.
Small businesses were already a case of the past but now the upper middle class too has
suffered a severe blow straight into the leftover paper notes- what sounds like a cry are
some coins struggling to be out of the bowl.

It's that time of history which intellectuals couldn't predict. How eventually, the
perceived free market would turn into a politically backed monopol. Was public
property made for citizens or was it a mere investment to be cashed when the value
touched the sky? These could have been statements if the question mark dipped in fear
If the television screens demanded accountability instead of working hard on the
sustainability of communalism. The differences widened more than the healthy
distance of 6 feet, as planned. Ironically, during these times coronavirus was living
Shakespeare's Masterpiece ‘Seven Ages of Man ‘ as if it's a man under a ‘carefully woven
veil’. It became a painter too- it's canvas was a mass of people.

Fear became the colour of hate, and race and religion were renovated through it's clean
strokes, boundaries were sharpened and trespassers were to be prosecuted. Albeit the
last stage prolongs even after the vaccine has set the last bed for it, it continues to thrive
where and when needed as per the cord of the ring master's whim.

Now, most importantly the one who has to be put under the light of retrospection is our
own self- how did we go through all that without a single word in protest, how this new
shift from Political Science to scientifically backed up politics did not bother us; how did
the forces that be convince us to be so cruelly discriminative during the times when the
virus prior to human interpretation didn't decide to be selective, why we started
revering what's perishable- fear!

Fear- The soul of the tyrant and the weapon of the ruling class. We are compelled to ask
ourselves how has fear done more harm to us than the good a moment of courage could
ever do to our bogus ozone of protection?
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THE ONLINE SITU;

How vividly I recall educational institutions opting for a shift to
an online curriculum, which most claimed to be a temporary
substitute, has now established itself as the new normal so to
speak. Yes, the new normal that garnered and posed mixed
emotions amongst the student community not only in India but

also globally; some say it's an evolution of the conventional
pedagogy, while some condemn it staunchly and some are not Devnit Nangia
really bothered about the medium at all. Chaudhari, First Year
This swift digitization of the classroom has imposed great scrutiny over the
infrastructure of schools, colleges and universities (both public and private) along with
highlighting the need for a new digital friendly and tech-savvy student demographic.
However, the pertinent question that remains is whether a digital integration of the
student-teacher interaction would have taken place if it wasn’t for the pandemic? In my
view, I am highly wary of the notion that online curriculum would have been instituted
otherwise or in due course (although we find its mention in the National Education
Policy 2020) .The pandemic struck havoc and sheer panic at a time when academic
sessions were either concluding or had just begun i.e., around March and April. The
timing itself prompted educational institutions to quickly create the digital
arrangements in order to commence the new session smoothly with the safety of the
students in mind.

When it comes to replicating the classroom model, applications such as Zoom, Microsoft
Teams, Google Meet & Classroom, Skype and many more video conference software
gained prominence in such trying times. As far as simulating the classroom dialogue
with proportionate efficiency is concerned, personally I feel one will get varied answers
across the country which in turn also construes the rural-urban divide in terms of
availability and application of technology. During the course of the past year, we have
frequently witnessed many complaints being raised by school-level and
graduation/post-graduation level students about the low quality of online classes owing
to erratic network strengths on their part or on the part of the administration. Rural
areas or remote coverage areas, are facing a serious dearth of internet connectivity,
which led to students situated in such places, to have substantially missed out on
academic propulsion in the year 2020.

Moreover, with the lack of access to libraries, labs, auditoriums and student
congregations, it is needless to say that it hasn’t been an easy ride for us students. Most
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of all for first year students, most of whom haven’t even experienced a day of what we
call ‘college life’. I presume in the proverbial sense, when the going gets tough, the
tough get going, has applied to all of us and we abide with full hope that soon the
situation will better itself.

Another serious issue that has come about due to the induction of the online
curriculum is that, as reported, a number of female students have been subject to
household chores and errands that have impeded their unabated access to online
classes. In fact, I, myself have heard incidents wherein some female students have been
denied the use of mobile phones and laptops as only her brother or cousin is entitled to
disruption-free attendance to online classes. To our uttermost dejection, we also
reported a suicide of a second-year student from Lady Shri Ram College due to the fact
that her parents couldn’t afford the prerequisites that come with online education. The
whole student community of the University and the rest of the country offered their
heartfelt condolences and pleaded to educational authorities to resolve the issue of the
digital divide so that such dreadful accidents never happen again.

Besides such saddening events, most of the institutions have managed through the
hurdle of conducting fresher’s induction, farewells, exams and even convocations! My
university (University of Delhi) chose to conduct semester exams in online mode
following the Open Book Examination (OBE) method which was a much-welcomed
gesture from the administration for the students; they were delighted and almost forgot
the despair of not having to go to college. The University of Delhi by and large has dealt
with online curriculums in an organized and systematic manner. In the midst of all
that uncertainty, DU had opened up the campus for final year students, but had to shut
down soon after the infliction of the second covid wave that has completely gripped the
nation.

Overall, it has been a precarious journey for students and most members of the youth
with constant desire for things to change any minute. Protests were demonstrated to
put an end to the online conundrum and to subsequently allow in-campus classes.
However, protests have been rendered futile by the rate at which the pandemic has
encroached into the lives of the Indian people. As a student, I am strongly of the opinion
that things will improve soon for students and educational institutions, once
vaccination amongst the youth has gained momentum and respective governments feel
confident about students resuming their ordinary lives amongst teachers, professors
and most importantly their friends. Hence, to conclude this article, I shall once again
cite a proverb of relevance- absence makes the heart grow fonder- which can only
mean that we miss our erstwhile lives dearly and are waiting impatiently to get back.

50



Il | I=D

Y 7 3
)'I >

“The last time, he strangled me nearly to death. I felt numb as I
woke up. I was wondering whether I was dead or alive.” Dipti
was trying to recall her memories, after she regained

consciousness. (The name of the victim has been changed to
protect her identity.) .
Dipti said her husband attacked her because she would not Vaibhavi Medhi,
give him food as per his satisfaction. Enraged, he put his hand First Year

around her neck and squeezed it in front of their children.

When Dipti’s 8-year-old daughter tried to stop the assault with her tiny fists, her father
dragged Dipti by her hair into the bedroom.

She tried to scream from the open window, hoping someone might hear and help, but
nobody did.

“He strangled me before but not to the point where I blacked out and urinated. Now, I
had to make a choice to flee from this hell. I will have to. I will not survive if I stay at
home.”

This was mid-April 2020. The whole state was under lockdown because of coronavirus.
Dipti had to make a decision at a terrible point of time. She had two choices before her:
stay at home to avoid coronavirus or flee from violence and abuse.

Violence against women is one of the oldest forms of violence in human history and is a
very concerning issue in the 21st century. Although similar cases were quite prevalent
prior to the pandemic, the issue has seen a horrifying surge where many women felt
helpless as the whole country witnessed a nationwide lockdown leaving them with
nowhere to go.

As the whole world was busy focusing on ways to combat the spread of the virus, many
issues were neglected. While people were acknowledging the singular leadership of
women for handling the covid crisis, unfortunately cases like Dipti’s were also being
reported. The lockdown period saw a horrifying surge in the number cases related to
domestic violence and gender-based discrimination. According to the National
Commission for Women, between March 25,2020 and May 31,2020, 1,477 complaints of
domestic violence were made by women and this 68 day period recorded more
complains than received between March and May in the previous 10 years. At a time
when women leaders like German Chancellor Angela Markel and the Prime Minister of
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New Zealand Jacinda Ardern are proving to everyone that women leaders are equal to
men in the task of national leadership, it is saddening that women are still discriminated
against and are not given the freedom to make their own choices.

While the lockdown helped avoid virus transmission, it also led to a ‘pandemic within a
pandemic’. From domestic violence sexual assault, physical and emotional abuse, and
cyber bullying carried out by predators who often happened to be fathers or husbands.
The pandemic confirmed what we knew: there was an extraordinary increase in the
domestic burden faced by women. They have been forced to shoulder added duties as a
result of schools closing and work from home practices. It also added the pressure of
financial strain. Malevolently, women were trapped with their male abusers in their own
homes. Girls have been targeted online and in other cases women and girls have been
sexually harassed in the streets now devoid of pedestrian traffic. In many countries,
including in western democracies, when women attempted to go to the police, they were
told that they were breaking lockdown rules and then turned away. Early on, an alarm
was sounded about all this by women’s rights organisations, NGOs, the United Nations
and other stakeholders but it mostly fell on deaf ears. The governments deemed these
issues of insufficient consequence to require putting mechanisms in place to protect
women. Helplines across the globe have been reporting an increased demand, (up to
770% in some cases), for support since the outbreak of covid19. Hence, the pandemic has
forced us to think differently and rebuild a better society for women, because every
human being has the right to live a life free from violence. The pandemic has also seen
rise in the number of child marriages in India where the children’s helpline, ‘Childline’
reported a 17% increase in distress calls related to early marriage of girls around the
months of June-July, in 2020 as compared to 2019.Reports have also emerged that women
and children, during the lockdown volunteered to work to stave off hunger so as to
supplement the income of their parents and partners, as a result of which they have
become easy targets for traffickers. To minimise costs and make up for months of losses
endured during the pandemic, the demand for cheap labou, majorly provided by women
and children has increased. This sharp surge in child trafficking for bonded labour and
forced marriages is a setback to the country’s decades-long fight against children and
women exploitation.

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, amidst repeated requests for ceasefire in
conflicts around the world, to focus on the shared struggle against the coronavirus has
also called for a ceasefire at home. Analysis shown by UN Women shows that 135
countries have taken robust measures to address violence against girls and women.
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These include novel approaches to ensure that women have access to information,
concealing, support, and domestic violence shelters, even under covidl9 conditions. We
urgently need new thinking and momentum on this critical issue, we need to increase
accountability and question the attitudes that enable violence. We must provide
resources for women civil society organisations on the front lines. For this to happen we
need concrete and measurable funded commitments to make progress.

“To all the little girls who are watching this, never doubt that you are valuable and
powerful, and every chance and opportunity in the world to pursue and achieve your
own dreams.”

—Hillary Clinton
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THE GIFTS OF 2020 : CURTA

"There are decades when nothing happens and weeks when
decades happen.”
-Vladimir Lenin

This was the most frequently shared quote this year, quite
rightly so. The year 2020 has changed our perception of time. It

has shown us the flipside of life- weeks felt like days; the same

day over and over. Our world shrunk to the bare essentials, our T
Anjali Mishra,

Third Year
extreme nature of events. 2020 was that kind of a year. A year that caught us off guard.
A year that felt like a Shakespearean Catharsis.

We all want to delete it from our lives. I am, however, going to ask you to save it. 2020
has taught us many lessons, from around the world, from countries far off to nations
next door. Lessons that I'm sure most of us will relate to and would want to save as we
enter the post-covid world order.

LESSON #1 - A lesson in preparedness and determination taught to us by Taiwan.
Located right next to the epicenter of this pandemic, it is caught in a never-ending
David vs Goliath battle with its giant neighbour. Despite everything, the self-governing
Island managed a truly admirable pandemic response in less than ideal circumstances.
Taiwan has emerged a winner with less than 800 cases and seven deaths.

goals came to a standstill and our words did not do justice to the

LESSON #2 - France taught us to stand up for what’s right, no matter the consequences.
It decided to put the constitution above faith, reason above religion, and to make all
citizens equal by law despite the global backlash. France upheld freedom of speech,
rejected the politics of appeasement and showed determination to wipe out extremism.

LESSON #3 - At the same time, let us also learn to move on, to put historical disputes
and religious differences to rest. A lesson taught to us by four countries in West Asia
and Africa- UAE, Bahrain, Morocco, and Sudan- four Arab states that made peace with
the Jewish state of Israel. They ended decades of animosity and established diplomatic
ties with Israel. As the year 2020 ends, why don't we all let bygones be bygones?

LESSON #4 - Let's also learn to be honest, a lesson taught to us by Japan. The former
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, resigned due to health reasons and ended his run
as the country's longest serving Prime Minister. Most leaders try to hide their health
issues. They try to prioritise power over people and cling to their positions. Mr. Abe
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broke the norm.

LESSON #5 - Speaking of power, how could we forget the President of the United States-
Captain Chaos, the one and only Donald Trump. There's an important lesson for the
whole world to learn from his loss, you can’t always brazen it out and act on whim,
blaming others everytime something goes wrong. One moment, Trump was attending
the Namastey Trump event in India, the next he was calling India 'filthy'. Trump's
policies were driven by his personal idiosyncrasies, his mood. His White House was
driven by his family. Let us take this as a lesson on why we need to strengthen
institutions, not individuals. Decentralisation and checks and balances prevented
Donald Trump from undermining the election results. They are an important lesson for

every democracy.

LESSON #6 - There's also a lesson to learn from Joe Biden's victory, perseverance. Biden
is not an overnight success. His political career spans over 50 years. He has been
applying for the same job for 32 years. He ran for President in 1988, then 2008 and got
lucky the third time in 2020. Some things in life take time. Let this be the most

significant lesson from Joe Biden's win, Perseverance!

LESSON #7 - Another significant lesson from 2020. You cannot underestimate the
power of the youth. From the United States to Hong Kong to Thailand to Myanmar, Gen
Z led some of the most powerful movements for change. Some even became a nuisance
for their country's leaders in ways good and bad. Some were crushed by authoritarian

regimes, others continue to fight for reforms in their country rather creatively.

LESSON #8 - 2020 also taught us to choose friends wisely. A lesson Nepal learnt the
hard way. Kathmandu chose a neighbour famous for laying debt traps over a time
tested friend and ally. The country's Prime Minister fixed maps, claimed Indian
territories. Where did all of this take him? To a constitutional crisis- the country's

parliament stands dissolved.

LESSON #9 - Now we come to Pakistan. Yes ! There's something to learn from Pakistan
too. The importance of keeping our debts under check. Islamabad never saved enough

to dealwith a health crisis like this. It had to repeatedly turn to foreign aid. In July

50



2020 the loans jumped by 263 per cent. We're in 2021 now. Things have turned so bad
that even China is seeking guarantees for its loans. The lesson here is, always keep some
finance ready for emergencies.

LESSON #10 - Let's learn from Turkey. A country paying the price for its leader's
adventurism, for waging costly wars and unnecessary fights with world leaders. The
lesson to learn is this, do not let personal ambitions shape public policy. When a
leader's personal ambitions shape a country's public and foreign policy, the country is
bound to go downhill.

LESSON #11 - Let's also learn from Australia. The first country in the world to pursue an
investigation into the origins of this pandemic. It faced threats, tariffs and boycotts
from China but Australia did not budge. It taught us to be unapologetic if your fight is
for the truth.

LESSON #12 - Let's learn from the Philippines. It showed us the importance of changing
with time. After 90 long years, the country raised the Age of Consent from 12 to 16 years.
It has a long way to go, this is a major start nonetheless for a country that has become a
global hub for sexual abuse.

LESSON #13 - Let's learn from Canada, on why we must not meddle in the internal
affairs of other countries. The Canadian Prime Minister offered unsolicited advice on
the protests in India. He also cracked down on protests in his own country, he was left
embarrassed and faced criticism the likes of which he had never seen before. The lesson
here is, " those who live in glass houses, should not throw stones at others."

LESSON #14 - Let's learn from China too on how not to make friends. Transactional
friendships can be toxic. Instead of using your friends, instead of keeping a score with
your allies, encourage and strengthen them. Do not try to steal the share of others. Else,
you'll be left friendless.

LESSON #15 - Finally, Let us learn from India. On how to respect boundaries, how to
reach out to neighbours, how to take everyone along and help others in times of need.
There are far too many lessons that 2020 has taught us. The list is never ending. The
pandemic may not be coming to an end just yet, but there's something that has ended-
2020. A year that made us realize that we're so vulnerable and yet so powerful. A year
of loss and learning. I say, keep the lessons! Carry them to the next year and beyond.
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WHOAMI?

Is it the sky,

Or the rivers passing by?

Is it the smile to pacify,

Or the tears to specify?

Is it the air,

Or just the skin colour too fair?
Is it the land,

Or the heap of sand?

Is it the life to live, Aditi Ranjan
Or the faith to believe?

Is it just the beginning,
Or the end?

Or do I need to die,

For the world to know,

Who am I?

Second Year
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BACK TO OUR ORIGIN'!

Can'tyou see,

souls are never set free!

A garden of skeletons fleshed with spree,
Always craving for that forbidden tree,
Now you should know where are we!
Along tunnel to chastiser's marquee.
Everyone is last yet the first,

Where Satan has thoroughly traversed,
That round grave is about to burst.

Here, the blood in veins has been disbursed, Suvaiba 2aheen
For the‘ gold in glas.s to ql}ench the th'irst! Third Year
Intangible labels will decide your weight,

Either worth an estate or another filthy crate.

(privilege Says)
“The one filled with greasy hunger,

Oh, such a show; intended slander,

This dusty soot always sticks to a high-end boot”

Just like It rains over a mansion,

And flood for a roofless artisan,

The black over a gown is mark of class,

But such a skin is an awkward crass!

The common land wrapped into contrasting roads,
Pale piles of skin govern the height of opulent's abode!
On the seats, under the tables,

Into the papers; only heroes of fabricated fables.
Stunted bones carved a full pocket,

Next is mind and will on the docket!

Shrieks and peals of eerie laughter,

Gag chinking coins for immaterial hereafter

All cry similar tears,

When inhaling deadly fears.

But here skinny wins!

Already used to tight coffins,

While they pass a heavy grin,

The fat melts into a tasteless ruin!

(Then pauper Says)
“This is just to begin
The life back to origin”
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CORONA : THE SOUNDS OF AUDACIOUS
RESTLESSNESS

Nature living beneath man

Augment of the sciences

An adversity for the mankind

Never did they amend the boundless
Creation of god

For their own benefits

For men are selfish, cunning and greedy.

Not worrying much, the rich smile, Ngamthoilen
Struggling too much, the poor whine, Khorong Chiru
On this face of earth, Second Year

Looking at this miserable life
The corona makes us crumble,
Petrified thoughts left us struck
For some, no options left,

Just stare, stare, stare!

Until everything fades away.

Such a trauma the year 2020 is!

Confining everyone to the rooms

And the buffaloing thought of impending life
Thousand miles away, the one stay
Helplessly missing home, losing minds,
Thinking how and when to be back at home.

Day by day the surge of the cases
Elongating lockdown days

Intensifying the divide of rich and poor,
Higher and higher.
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OH SWEET TOMORROW

Oh sweet tomorrow

End this sense of sorrow

The pandemic has made me a bedroom star
Posting my pics to followers far apart
Faking my personality to stay smart
Fashion is no longer an art

Markets are shut, schools are ceased
Prayers are sung for the diseased.

Oh sweet tomorrow

End this sense of sorrow

The pandemic has brought us millions down
Loss of human resource is common now
Scrolling memes and trawling news

Having dream, creams and sipping mountain dew.

Kicking out our lives to an empty road
Alive to lifeless load

Doctors and nurses are fulfilling their duty
While I'm applying a pack for facial beauty.

Oh sweet tomorrow

End this sense of sorrow

Make some lyrics for this fading sun
Chant some blessings for everyone
Put an end to this disgrace

and give a smile on everyone's face.

Rythem Sagar
Third Year
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HELLO BASTAR
by Rahul Pandita

Hello Bastar offers a deep, detailed and vivid picture of
the nuances of the Naxal movement in India- a
movement which erupted due to a conflict between farm
labourers and landowners in the Naxalbari Village in
West Bengal, that marked the beginning of India's most
lethal mass movement since Independence.

The author Rahul Pandita who has shared a meal with

the naxalites has portrayed an unimagined and
neglected truth behind the cause. India did gain
independence from

Surya Prakash
Singh, Second Year

the aliens but continued to suffer from grave socio-economic inequalities which
ruined the lives of many Indians. This unnoticed wound rapidly multiplied itself
until it became feasible for the poor, neglected people to choose the sword over the
pen. The massive sufferings of the poor farmers reminded them of the great
Proletarian revolution in the People's Republic of China where Mao Tse Sung
carved out a new China from the noble efforts of the proletariats thereby
eliminating the tyranny of the bourgeois. Hence, the Naxal movement began with
the same spirit of a nationwide Proletarian revolution which would eliminate the
inequalities from the socio-economic and political realm.

The movement was piloted by Charu Mazumder, a thin and skinny radical
communist revolutionary who was determined to apply the theory of communist
manifesto and Mao Tse Sung in practice. The communist had also crowned Mao
as the Chairman of Communist party of India and hence forged a robust Political
cult. The Naxal movement in India has received hefty donations to further the
revolution and establish a Red Corridor in India.

It is evident that poverty is the biggest bane which has been the cause of many
evils. This happened when the poor people in poverty-prone areas which were
bereft from the mainstream new life, associated themselves with the Naxal
movement. The pearl in the ocean for the Naxals is the unconditional support
from the native tribes, who associate themselves more to the violent and barbaric

non-state actor than to a civilised state which remains in a cosy comfort zone in
New Delhi.
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One senior police officer who has served in the Naxal affected areas states that
"The tribal you saw plucking dead tree branches during the day, might turn into a
gun toting Naxal in the night."
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RAHUL PANDITA

What flummoxes the reader is the brilliant and sui generis military capacity of the
naxalites. Each and every member is adequately trained in the physical,
emotional, and mental realm. They bear the extraordinary skills to launch
warfare in forests where it tends to be a mind numbing task for the police and
armed forces to challenge them. Education is given high priority and gender
equality is adhered to. The Naxals have a strong clout spread across the jungles of
Orissa, Maharashtra, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and parts of Bihar and UP, which is
systematically framed with devolution of powers at various levels which
maintains their control at the grassroot level and maintains a balance of power
and discipline in the organisation.

The Naxals did succeed in their cause to create an egalitarian society which would
uproot the immoral tyranny of the bourgeoisie and ultimately usurp huge
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amounts of lands from the rich landlords and distribute it among the poor
farmers. But as Gandhiji has said that the means and end must be pure , the
means of the Naxals was/is violent and hence it has lost its legitimacy in India.
Long story short, the Naxal movement has failed to create an egalitarian society
and has engaged in corrupt practices due to inadequate guidance and strong
vision after the death of their stalwart leaders. And in the 21st century, the
Government of India has also realised the importance of including the poor and
neglected tribals into the mainstream of life and beginning of the panchayat
system is a positive sign. Also, the government is supporting the ‘Ghar wapsi
abhiyan’ for the naxalites to abdicate their violent path and contribute in nation
building.

One ponders what would have been of India if our great Indian soldiers would
have succumbed against the Naxals? Mao as the Chairman and dictatorship of the
communists all over India?
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by Dr S. Jaishankar

‘Wisdom is to live in tune with the mode of the changing
world’, beginning with a quote by Thiruvalluvar, the
retired Foreign Secretary and incumbent External Affairs
Minister of India Dr S. Jaishankar as a career diplomat
with four decades of experience, and a vantage perspective
starts the project in his book the The India Way : Strategies

for an Uncertain World with an attempt to try to anticipate
and understand the developments in IR and proposes

Anjali Mishra,
strategies to analyze them and present a composite Third Year

worldview in today's changing global order.

The author gives into account the positioning of the key aspects of international
relations that is evident in the repositioning of the United States of America and its
engagements with the world in a very different manner, the rise of China and its direct
implications for India as a neighbour, the changes coming out of Russia and its great
activity in many regions, new factors like Japan in International politics and
developments in Europe, particularly after Brexit, and the emergence of covid
pandemic. Global developments are clearly the overarching context in which our
national performance is assessed. The coronavirus epidemic is not only a reminder of
this reality but also a harbinger of changes that the world will now experience.

In The India Way, S. Jaishankar analyses these challenges and spells out possible policy
responses. In the third lesson of the book, while embarking upon 'The Strategic Culture
of a Rising Power' recounts that 'A nation that doesn’t honour its past has no future’.
He places this thinking in the context of history and tradition, appropriate for a
civilizational power that seeks to reclaim its place on the world stage.

The author seems to have questioned the unipolarity of the world. According to him,
Multipolarity is the Future. If it was largely bipolar during the Cold War and
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then briefly unipolar after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, there are signs of
emerging multipolarity. Global order is undergoing changes. China is already the
world’s second largest economy and a major military power. Russia has come out of its
self-imposed strategic retreat. From Germany to Japan and India to Brazil, middle
powers are expected to play key roles in the new order. With these aforementioned
observations he says, "This is a time to engage America, manage China, cultivate
Europe, reassure Russia, bring Japan into play, draw neighbours in, extend the
neighbourhood and expand traditional constituencies of support."

The chapter on 'The Pacific Indian' starts with the line, ‘You cannot cross the sea
merely by standing and staring at the water’, is an effort to try to 'Re-emerge India's
Maritime Outlook' in the Indo-Pacific. "The Indian Ocean is about people, culture and
commerce. It should be approached with empathy, not as a business. It must be treated
as a partner, not as an arena. The goal must be interdependence, not dominance." An
over-idealistic outlook about India's capacity is well highlighted. In this spirit, the book
advocates a bigger role for India.

The decade from the 2008 global financial crisis to the 2020 coronavirus pandemic has
witnessed a profound transformation of the world order. Changes in the very nature of
IR and its rules are visible in the existing global order. For India, this

means optimal relationships with all the major
powers best advance its goals. It also requires a
bolder and non-reciprocal approach to its
neighbourhood. A global footprint is now in the
making that leverages India’s greater capability
and relevance, as well as its unique diaspora.
This era of global upheaval entails greater
expectations from India, putting it on the path
to becoming a leading power.

Capturing the foreign policy vision, direction
and action of a 1.3 billion people-strong country
like India in just around 200 pages is an
astoundingly difficult task that the author
accomplishes in the book with considerable




aplomb. The author deploys his vast diplomatic experience, profound strategic
knowledge and meticulous narrative skills to seamlessly lead the reader through the
expansive landscape of India’s foreign policy objectives in the ever changing 21st
century world geo-political order. While the entire book is incredibly engaging, two
chapters standout - the ones on China and Japan. Dr Jaishankar has used his
experience as an ambassador in those countries to give the reader a first-hand
perspective.

The India Way is a must-read book for all the foreign policy enthusiasts - especially the
younger ones. It is a commendable and courageous effort by the writer as it is not easy
for a serving foreign minister to articulate the nuances of foreign policy so openly. The
author deploys his diplomatic language throughout - that makes some parts less
comprehensible to readers unfamiliar with the profession. The pedagogic style used by
the author calls for attentive reading. In spite of these minor challenges the book makes
a great addition to the resources available on the dimensions of India’s foreign policy
doctrine and priorities in a rapidly changing global landscape.
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HOW FASCISM WORKS
by Jason Stanley

Jason Stanley through his book How Fascism Works, seems
to have hit the nail on the head at a time in the world when
multiple countries around the world have been overtaken by
far-right nationalism by describing ten prominent
characteristics of fascist politics dedicating a chapter to each
of these— the mythic past, propaganda, anti-intellectualism,

unreality, hierarchy, victimhood, law and order, sexual
anxiety, appeals to the heartland, and a dismantling of

Priyanshu Singh,
public welfare and unity. Though it can be contested First Year

whether to label such phenomena as fascist or

not ,the author has generalised this term for ultranationalism of some variety (ethnic,
religious, cultural), with the nation represented in the person of an authoritarian
leader who speaks on its behalf. Now, this very definition may not be labelled as
fascism but can certainly be called as fascist politics.

The dangers of fascist politics comes from the particular way in which it dehumanises
segments of the population. By creating a concept of ‘us’ and ‘them’, that is when a
particular segment of population is dehumanised to exclude certain groups or
community which could lead to justification of inhumane treatment, repression of
freedom, mass imprisonment, expulsion and in extreme cases, mass extermination.
Myth-making and use of propaganda are the most common tools which help in
creating conspiracy theories and fake news, and replace reasoned debate; creating an
intolerant social fabric creating tension and conflict in society. Another very important
feature of a fascist government and a leader is the idea of a hierarchy, that is in
complete denial of the principle of equality, and supports the view that certain
traditions are superior to others, such as the concept of ‘superior race’ in America.

This concept is often supported by false claims made by majoritarian leaders about
minorities, as being ‘lazy’ and unworth who just live on the profit and welfare of the
majority community. Thus, most fascist leaders have distaste for welfare policies
though they may wear a facade of socialist outlook, such as in the case of Nazi
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Germany where Hitler's party was named as
National Socialist, but their leader was a staunch
critique of welfarism.

Further, the highlight of the ‘anti-corruption’
movement usually supported and fueled by the
right-wing against the liberals and the leftist
governments and its institutions provides them
with added legitimacy to come to power and clean
up the corrupt system. This very phenomenon can
be well reflected on the way the anti-corruption
movement in India in 2014 provided BJP a fertile
ground to come to power.

Apart from this, the author has explored each of

these subtopics and has also substantiated his

HOW
FASCISM

WORKS

THE POLITICS orf
US aAno THEM

JASON STANLEY

observations and arguments through examples of India, US, Turkey, Brazil, Germany

and Myanmar. Stanley also takes reference from the work of Hannah Arendt, one of the

greatest theorists of totalitarianism, to explain fascist ideology and its fall out in a very

comprehensive manner.

Though each of these topics are from a separate chapter in their own right, they have a

line of common thread among them, thus making them coherent to one another.

Therefore, a thorough reading of this not so lengthy two hundred page book, opens a

window for introspection towards the socio-political situation in the country and

around the world.
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LWAWNI(BWN IFICANT MAN

-Khushboo Ranka and Vinay Shukla

As the title says ‘insignificant’, meaning-of little
importance or too unimportant to be worth
consideration; the documentary shows how a common
man or insignificant man (in this case, Arvind Kejriwal)
changed the faith and face of Indian politics. It is a socio-
political documentary co-produced and directed by
Khushboo Ranka and Vinay Shukla. Khushboo and
Vinay manage to extract some remarkable, uncommon,
first-hand pictures and sequences from the four
hundred hours of pictures of continual monitoring of the

Mohd Shahzeb
First Year

beginnings and the boom of the anti-corruption motion, the upward push of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and of Arvind Kejriwal. The filmmakers selected, edited,
and set up the most compelling bits into an exciting 90 minute narrative.
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It captures the day-to-day functioning of the AAP between December 2012 and
December 2013,emergence of the Jan Lokpal bill,the formation of the AAP and its
eventual victory in the Delhi Assembly elections, the documentary shows it all.
Best out of Documentary:

1)An AAP person says we are not in power, the people replied: We will give you
power!

2)After difficulties,hardships and a deadly struggle, AAP's win in the Delhi
election.

Drawbacks:

Anna Hazare was the main leader in the anti-corruption movement but in the
movie his appearance is almost null.

Though this film was initially denied a theatrical release in India by the Central
Board of Film Certification (CBFC), the film-makers fought for it in the Film
Certification Appellate Tribunal and got the permission to release it.

Their hard work paid off and the film received a standing ovation at its premiere
at the Toronto International Film Festival and has gone on to have sold out
screenings at major festivals across the world including the BFI London Film
Festival & Busan International Film Festival.
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PEEPLI| LA

-Anusha Rizvi

With ‘live’ in its title and ‘suicide’ in its theme, Peepli
Live makes for a perfect paradox.

This movie shows the problem of Natha- a farmer
and the TRP- hungry media and the interests of a
political party.

The main characters of the movie are the poverty- Pumang
struck farmer Budhia and his younger brother Natha, Kumar Gupta
who have lost their piece of land to the bank since Bechd Xear
they couldn't repay the loan. When Budhia learns of

a government scheme that provides monetary aid to

the family who

commits suicide, he convinces Natha to commit suicide but their problems
don't end there.

On the other hand, the movie shows the eye of the media who exagger th
issue and sensationalize it for TRP gains. Under media pressure and with
elections around the corner, politicians also get drawn in the matter with
the center throwing the blame on the state government and vice versa.
Unexpectedly, Natha becomes fodder for national news and a scapegoat for
political parties, all exploiting him for their benefits, with none concerned
to resolve his quandary.

Peepli Live has the same satirical shade like Danis Tanovic's Man's land,
which brings out the bureaucratic hypocrisy and media malice.
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Director Anusha Rizvi's storytelling is
very straightforward in the first half
but the narrative picks up pace and
graphs in the second half. The film
largely spoofs the electronic media and
the scheming politicians, and ironically
unleashes their true colour and conduct
through it.

There is a famous line in the movie
"Zindagi ban gayi hai bell - botton aur
khud khushi ban gayi hai jeans pant”
which very aptly symbolizes the
contemporary concerns of rising rate of
farmers suicide in a satirical shade.

The movie weaves a sardonic story
around the issues of farmer suicide
using the medium of press and
politician.
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A salute to the Frontline Work
Vaibhavi Medhi, First Year
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Lockdown Dﬁaﬁéé -

Lockdown allowed me to invest my time in my hobbies that is to create beautiful
things and products. I got an opportunity to work with an NGO called 'Near to Nature’,
an NGO run by the homemakers in our society, with its aim being to keep our locality
‘clean, green, and nature friendly’, a part of which was 'wall painting'. I painted this
wall for the NGO as this particular spot is used to feed stray dogs, cats and birds. The
second wall painting of tree and diyas was done by reusing used diyas from Diwali.

Sakshi Vats, Third Year
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Helping others in need is an act of humanity, which needs no boasting or explanation.
Thousands of families associated with a socio-political organisation contributed home
made packaged food, daily for 4-5 months to migrant workers and people who were in
need.

Sakshi Vats, Third Year

This pandemic has taught us to make the best with the things available to us. I grew
some microgreens that are used in our kitchen in daily lives. I had a few spare plastic
containers at home, so I thought that this is the best way to reuse them. So I sowed
herbs in each one of them. Besides being a baby step towards the conservation of our
climate, this activity taught me a lot of patience.

Aarti Bansal, Third Year
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COVID CAUTION!

Step1:

» Wearing a mask is very crucial as COVID-19
is classified as an airborne disease.

» Wearing a mask properly, (covering your
nose, mouth and chin) will prevent or reduce
the amount of virus that enters your system.

Step 2 :

e Washing your hands even if they are not
visibly dirty, with soap and water is one of
the best ways to prevent the spread of
infectious diseases, and is the first line of
defence against COVID-19.

Step 3 :

e The Govn. of India has announced
vaccination for all above the age of 18
starting 1st May 2021, if eligible get yourself
registered and get the jab.

e Vaccination reduces the chances of infection
and severe illness among the population.

It also reduces the number of people who
need to hospitalised, reducing stress on the
health sector allowing them to treat active
cases better.

Source : mohfw.gov.in, who.int
date : 24.04.2021
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'Awaaz’', Voice of Avaam is accepting submissions throughout the year ! Write to us at
zhdcawaaz2020@gmail.com for a chance to get featured on our monthly blog/annual
magazine. Connect with more like minded people and receive feedback for your work.
We are open to any topic and any style of writing, as long it is your own work.

For direct submission and any other queries, please contact:

Dr. Priya Mirza Amisha Das
Faculty Advisor, Magazine Committee Student Editor,
Dept. of Political Scit{nce, ZHDC, DU Dept. of Political Science, ZHDC

All the content is plagiarism free
and images used are copyright free.

Visit our B[og

https://polsciencezhdc.wordpress.com/

Connect With Us At

AVAAM - DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

https://www.instagram.com/avaam official/

n https://bit.ly/3aEk1ar

https://twitter.com/avaam official?s=09

u https:/bit.ly/3xmkoQF
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