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Gender Discrimination: As Depicted in Arabic
Novel

Dr. Amir Jamal*

The genre of novel has been the platform for the novelists to portray and discuss
the social and cultural issues of the society. It remains very instrumental in depicting
what is happening in the society be it good or bad. The novel plays a very important
role in giving impressions what goes on in the minds of the novelists as well as what
experience they get in their lives. Sometimes, the novel narrates the story of the novelist
and sometimes, it 1s the story of some other person whom the novelist has met or observed
in the society. When we talk about Arabic novel, a number of topics are discussed in it
from Taha Hussein’s Al-Ayyam autobiographical novel to Tawfig 2l-Hakeem’s Audatur
Rooh in which he pictured the real situation of Egypt at the time: serious problems
and difficult social conditions seen within the framework of the family and its links
with the outside world. Some preferred to make aware the people of historical and
factual information like Farah Antin (1874-1922) who was inclined to write didactic
or philosophical novels. He dealt with problems concerning the world in general and
not with Arab Society only, e.g. capitalism versus communism While the writers like
Naguib Mahfouz chose existentialism as their theme for the novels.

So far the Arab woman novelist is concerned; she also chose many themes and
issues to write in the novels particularly the 1ssues related 1o women in the society. Almost
all the issues which have been taken up by these novelists highlight the oppression and
subjugation of women. This attempt i1s sometimes for achieving liberty and sometimes to
make reforms in the society so that the world mav become a benter place for women as
well as for men. It is a famous notion which has been mentioned by Qasim Amin as well
as other feminist writers in the twentieth century that for the well being of the country, it
is the need to make the place of woman better and pleasant. No country can prosper as
long as the woman there 15 oppressed and suppressed. The Arabic novels written by the
women writers are filled with the ssues which demand equal rights of women as well
as the liberty by which they can at least lead their life within the hmitations of Islamic
Shariah. As for the patriarchal system 15 concemed, most of the feminists like Zaynab
al-Ghazali did not go beyvond the Islamic Shanah and her demands did not cross the
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The Contributions of Abdur Raheem Kidwai to Qur'anic Studies by Abdul Kader
Choughley (New Delhi, Viva Books, 2019)

Dr. Md. Quamruddin”
The Holy Qur’an is the book of guidance, an eternal and living lesson, a code of conduct
for all. Since its revelation ulana and scholars have been and are painstakingly studying
it, covering its multifaceted dimensions and exploring its varied aspects. The purposes
may be different but thousands of books have been produced on different Qur'anic
themes in world’s languages. Indian scholars too, have presented many extensive books
and writings which encompass various aspects of the Holy Qur'an. In recent times, the
name of Professor Abdur Raheem Kidwai is in the top list. He has been extensively
writing in English and Urdu on Qur'anic studies for the last 35 years. He has devoted
his life to this noble cause.

The Contributions of Abdur Raheem Kidwai to Qur'anic Studies is written by an
accomplished Islamic scholar of contemporary Islamic thought in South Asia, Abdul
Kader Choughley. Since 1 have been aware of the profound and sincere works of
Professor Kidwai, the title of the book caught my attention. Such a work is the need of
the scholars who are in search of the bibliography and index that could guide to the

works on Qur’anic studies.
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