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¢ FICTION AND THE ECOLOGICAL
SclEMAG|NAT|ON IN RAY BRADBURY'S
"""“A SOUND OF THUNDER”

Shraddha A. Singh

qay Bradbury’s short—st.ory “A Sound of Thunder” first appeared on the
28"]‘ june, in the 1952 issue of Collier’s magazine. It was followed by a
epublication in 1953, in a collection of Bradbury’s stories titled The
Golden Apples of the Sun. Set in the year 2055, “A Sound of Thunder”
is the story of a thrill-seeker named Eckles, who travels back in time to
hunt @ Tyrannosaurus Rex. Aiding him on his journey is a time-travel
company Time Safari, Inc., and accompanying him are four others:
“Travis, the Safari Leader, his assistant, Lesperance, and two other
hunters” (81). In spite of repeated warnings, Eckles deviates from the
path made out of anti-gravity metal that hovers above the ground.
He veers off to the mud, squashing and killing a butterfly under his
foot causing irremediable harm to the future. In this science fiction
story, Bradbury uses the trope of time-travel to articulate his concerns
regarding developing an environmental consciousness and bringing to
the fore the problems of a reckless consumerist culture.

In her “Letter” iri PMLAs 1999 Forum on Literatures of the
Environment!, Ursula K. Heise writes,

. : i re and
One of the contemporary genres 11na:;;§}:c$;ecsslg:tsioj\?of:;n?zt‘ltl: iovels
environmental issues emerge most cl€ . Le Guin
and short stories of Brian Aldiss, foin Brunner,gnéduéi‘i‘ia KKim ZtanleY
i to those of Carl Amery, Davi 3 '
n the 1960s and 1970s 11 Sanders in the 1980s and 1990s, science fiction
Robinson, and Scott RUSS; ve most persistently and most daringly engaged
is one of the genres .(h:: ar?d their challenge to our vision of the future (1097).
environmental questio

ture environmental science fiction narratives tend

R . ature, a « u

While focusing on P 4l implications of human actions. The plot is idea
. soCl

to pivot on the



