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Abstract. This paper sccks to analyse the portrayal and representation of women,
their rights and concerns in the print media in India. Through a content analysis
of a systematic-random sample of articles published in the Times of India (Tol), the
largest circulated English daily, spanning over thirty years (1980 - 2010),
the study shows that news related to women is not only abysmal in coverage but
also gender insensitive. More importantly, this minuscule coverage is limited to
issues such as crime and issues that matter to them are absent. Finally, the paper
secks to reflect upon the reasons for such a coverage by locating the nature of
mainstream media into the wider coalesce of market and patriarchy.
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THE CAMBODIAN CRISIS : ASEAN'S DIPLOMATIC
INITIATIVES FOR ITS RESOLUTION

¥ Bobby Sorokhaibam*

W ABSTRACT .

The Cambodian conflict began with the Vietnamese invasion and occupation of Cambodia in December 1978,
During this time. the region was embroiled in the grip of one of the worst crises which led to the polarization of
Southeast Asia into two hostile political groups Communist Indo China and Noncommunist ASEAN. The Cambodian
conflict became more complex and serious as it started to involve other external players like China and Soviet Union.
This paper is an attempt to study the Cambodian crisis by analysing the geopolitical situation at the time the conflict
broke out and its impact on the Southeast Asian region. It highlights the diplomatic initiatives undertaken by ASEAN to

finda comprehensive political solution to the crisis that engulfed Southeast Asia in turmoil from 1978 611 1991,
Keywords : Cambodiancrisis. ASEAN, Southeast Asia, Vietnam, Diplomacy, Indo China
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The period from 1979 to 1991 may be considered
as a significant phase in the history of modem Southeast
Asia. During this time, the region was embroiled in the
grip of one of the worst crises which ensuved due to the
Vietnamese incursion into Cambodia in December 1978.
The conflict led to the polarization of Southeast Asia into
two hostile political groups — a non-Communist group
represented by ASEAN and a Communist group of the
three Indochinese states led by Vietnam. The Cambodian
conflict became more complex and serious as it started to
involve other external players like China backing Khmer
Rouge and Soviet Union supporting Vietnam.
Understanding the nature of the Cambodian problem
requires analysing the geopolitical situation at the time
the conflict broke out, since apart from ASEAN various
other external players were involved in utimately
resolving the crisis.

This paper examines the origin of the Cambodian
crisis and the various diplomatic mitiatives undertaken
by ASEAN to find a political solution to the crisis. The
strategies adopted for resolving the crisis was a highlight
of ASEAN's diplomatic skills since, despite imternal
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differences, the ASEAN showed unprecedented
diplomaticskills in managing the crisis
GENESIS OF CAMBODIAN CONFLICT

The Cambodian conflict began with the
Vietnamese mvasion and occupation of Cambodia in
December 1978. The genesis of the Vetnamese—
Kampuchean conflict can be traced to the seventeenth
century, Three main causes can be identified as having
influence on the conflict. The first can be referred to
Vietnam's need for rice and cultivable land that led the
Vetnamese to expand into Cambodia which was sparsely
populated and had very fertile land along the Mekong
Delta. The second factor can be linked to the French
colonial policy. Cambodia became a French protectorate
in 1863 and was eventually merged into the “Union of
Indochinoise™ along with Annam and Laos, the othertwo
protectorates by 1887. The third historical factor was the
ensuing territorial disputes due to ambiguous borders
inherited from French colonial power. The French
between 1869 and 1942, added large areas of Cambodian
territory to their Cochin china colony and their
protectorate of Annam. However, when the French rule
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