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ge euq";ksa esa ,d cM+h det+ksjh gSµge tks ns[krs g® mls 
gt"kj&xquk c<+kdj lkspus yxrs g®A tks dqN Hkh ge ns[krs g®] 

gekjk fnekx++ mldks mlh :i esa xzg.k dj ysrk gS] cfYd mlds 
,d lgò&xquk Lo:i gekjh Le`fr iFk ij e¡Mjkus yxrh gSA 
;|fi ge tkurs g® fd bl izdkj lkspus ls gkfu Hkh gks ldrh 
gS vkSj gksrh gS] fdUrq ge vius lkspus dh ;g vt+hc vknr 
ug° NksM+rsA rks lkspuk vkSj vkxs&ihNs dh lkjh chrh vkSj vkus 
okyh ckrksa dks ,d lkFk gh lksp ysuk gekjh ekuoh; vknr esa 
?kqy&fey x;h gSA vius pkjksa vksj ge fnu&jkr ns[krs jgrs g® vkSj 
ns[kk djrs g® fd thou esa bruk vUèkdkj] bruk la?k"kZ vkSj bruh 
viw.kZrk D;ksa gS! ge ekuks bldh dYiuk ls ncs gq, jgrs g®A ge 
Mj tkrs g® vkSj lgk;rk ds fy, bèkj&mèkj ns[kus yxrs g®A rc 
gesa ^yksd lkfgR;* dh thou&èkqu vkSj mlds jkx oSHko lkURouk 
nsus dk dk;Z djrh fn[kkbZ nsrh g®A ;g e® vius fiNys nl&pkSng 
o"kZ ds O;fDrxr vuqHko ls dg jgk gw¡A 

^us fnlqe blq lq?kM+ gfj;j usyks% rukA* 
lUFkkyksa dk yksdrU=k ;k yksdthou tks Hkh dg ysa] lcdks 

bl ,d iafDr ek=k esa brus ekfeZd vkSj ân;Li'khZ <ax ls 
vfHkO;Dr djrk dksbZ nwljk yksdèkqu dg° ug° feysxkA bldk vFkZ 
dqN ;w¡ gksxk% ^;g ns'k ftruk lqUnj gS vkSj mruk gh gjk&HkjkA* 
fuf'pr gh lUFkkyksa ds eq[k ls ;g 'kCn muds bl èkjrh ij ;kuh 
bl HkkSxksfyd pkSgíh ij iSj j[krs gq, fudyk gksxkA tc mUgsa 
dSewj] ukyUnk] x;k vkfn dh igkfM+;ksa ls rFkkdfFkr lH; tkfr;ksa  
}kjk [knsM+k x;k gksxkA os vius ?kj dh [kkst+ esa bu igkfM+;ksa esa 
^lUFkky yksdrU=k* dk fuekZ.k fd;s gksaxsA cs'kd+] ;gk¡ ij lUFkkyksa 
dh bl ftthfo"kk ds fy, eq>s nq";Ur dqekj dh ;g iafDr ;kn 
vkus yxhA e® badkj ug° dj ldrkA nq";ar dgrs g® u] 

^^u gks deht+ rks ?kqVuksa ls isV <d ysaxs]
;s yksx fdrus equkflc g® bl lQ+j ds fy,A**
nqHkkZX; ds fnuksa esa Hkh lqUnjrk dh fQ+Ø djuk fuf'pr rkSj 

ls yksdlaLÑfr dh j{kk ls dg° T;knk] yksdpsruk vkSj mlds 
tkrh; fuekZ.k dh cyorh ftthfo"kk gSA lUFkkyksa ds ;gk¡ vkus 
ij mUgsa ;g HkwHkkx [kkyh feyk gksxkA ?kus taxyksa vkSj igkM+ksa ls 
gjk&Hkjk ;g {ks=k mUgsa euksgkjh yxkA egqvk] lky vkSj iyk'k ds 
Qwyksa ls xqyt+kj ;g èkjrh 'kk;n mudh gh ckV tksg jgh FkhA 

egqvk ds Qwy dh egd mUgsa ukpus dks mír dj jgh Fkh rks lky 
ds Qwy mUgsa xhr dh jkx NsM+us dks mdlk jgs FksA og° iyk'k 
ds vkd"kZd Qwy muesa ^psruk dh vkx* iSnk dj jgs FksA iyk'k 
dks ^taxy dh vkx* Hkh blh ykseg"kZd vkSj izdk'ke; psruk ds 
dkj.k gh dgk tkus yxkA 'kk;n ;gh dkj.k jgk gks blds ihNs! 
dkykUrj esa lH; yksxksa ds ioZ gksyh ds jax blds Qwyksa ls rS;kj 
fd;s tkus yxs vkSj taxy dk ;g vkx dk jax Qkx esa cny x;kA

lUFkkyksa dh cuk;h gqbZ] [k+qn ls lgsth gqbZ ;g èkjrh okdbZ 
cgqr [+kwclwjr gSA ,slk yxrk gS tSls èkjrh vkSj vkleku us nksuksa 
gkFkksa ls gfj;kyh yqVk;h gSA iwjh t+ehu ,d gjh pknj dh rjg 
fn[krh gSA igkM+ ls [ksr vkSj [ksr ls igkM+ lc&ds&lc gjsA [ksrksa 
esa igkM+ vkSj igkM+ ij [ksrh] ;g ns[kuk gks rks dg° vkSj tkus 
dh t+:jr ug°A vki lUFkkyksa ds bl gjs Hkjs yksdrU=k esa d+ne 
Hkjsa] lcdqN lkQ+ fn[k tk;sxkA ;gk¡ dh lqcg rks ns[krs gh curh 
gSA ij ,d ckr xkSj djus dh gksxh fd ;gk¡ lqcg ;w¡ gh ug° 
vkrhA cl Qwyksa dks g¡lus dk ekSd+k pkfg,A èkwi dks f[kyus dh 
txg pkfg,A yksxksa dks ukpus dks [kqyk vkleku pkfg,A xkus dks 
iwjk lekt pkfg,A lqcg dqN ,sls gh pedrh vkrh gS lUFkky 
?kjksa esaA ,d lUFkkyh yksdxhr ^lsrkd flaxkM+* ¼lqcg&jkr½ esa nks 
;qxyksa dk okrkZyki gS tks izÑfr ds bl euksgkjh vkxks'k esa lqcg 
dh txexkrh [kq'kcw ls ugk ysuk pkgrs gksaµtSls %

ßns csjsr~ esa nqykfM+;k! tkfir ,nke frukd~\@ lsVsj ,uk 
lsrkd~] flaxkM+] ckuqd ftUnks cksrksjA@tsy rs Hkkjlky jkldk] 
vkM+h ftm tksrksdks xs@,Fksu ,udks dqjrh vkM+h] ukok¡ vkljk rs 
xsA@frukØkldklsjstdks] psaMs vksUnksM+ psgksj&csgksj@lsVsj vkdku 
ft;ksu] lsrkd~ js;kDd lsjst usgksj@lkM+ ckgk isjsp~ dqleh] tksck] 
pkbyh@vkj gks ckgk ukek] jksdkse xqyk% pkesyh csyhA@ekst ckl 
rs isjsp~ ,uk] lsrkd~ js;kd~ gks;@eqfeu lksgku vksDrs js] gksa fxfrp~ 
dksd vk; vksdks;!Þ ¼vFkZ % ,s fiz;! vc tx tkvksA vc 
fdruk lksvksxs\ lqcg gks x;h gS] vc v¡èksjs ls ug° MjukA ;g 
mtkyk ns[kdj lHkh izkf.k;ksa esa [+kq'kh vk x;h gSA lHkh tx x;s 
g®] vius&vius ?kj esaA ns[kks fpfM+;ksa dh xku] fdruk lqUnj xkrh 
gS ,sls tSls lkeus thou vk x;h gks vkSj og thou dk xhr 
xk&xkdj] lcdks txk jgh gSA Qwy dh D;kfj;k¡ f[ky x;h g® 
ftlesa tksck] pkbyh] xsank] pesyh vkSj csyh ds xqPN ygygk jgs 

lUFkkyksa dk yksdrU=
jfo jatu*

*?kkVf'kyk dkWyst] ?kkVf'kyk ¼>kj[k.M½ esa fgUnh foHkkx esa lgk;d izkè;kid g®A
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ABSTRACT 
Political theory is the core part of political science that emphasizes the aspects of describing and explaining 
political issues and behaviour. So, in the study of political science, we require specific approaches that help 
to find political truth and study the events. In political science, there are mainly two effective approaches: 
traditional and modern. From the ancient Greek political philosophy era, political philosophers and scientists 
have been directed to analyse and investigate various political issues and incidents from their perspectives. 
Henceforth, they have found conclusions and prescribed specific recommendations based on the study. This 
process is itself an ongoing way. It has brought the emergence of many approaches to studying and 
understanding the field of political science. Though normative and empirical approaches are two different 
parts of social science, both are somehow guided by each other. The present chapter discusses three 
fundamental approaches to studying political theory, mainly focussing on the historical, normative, and 
empirical approaches. Simultaneously, this chapter also gives a comprehensive knowledge of the different 
approaches to studying political theory. 
Keywords: Approaches, Norms, Facts, Prescriptive and Past events 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Political theory, as an essential branch of political science, deals with the study of ideas related to the concepts 
of state, individual and their relationship with each other. So, it is difficult to identify various conceptions of 
political theory that different theorist uses. For this, different approaches emerge in political theory to 
understand, conceptualize and evaluate present and past theories. Henceforth, it is not limited to studying how 
the institution works but also to how it ought to work. The historical approach under the traditional approach 
insists on studying history to determine the future course of action. So, studying politics helps to gain 
knowledge about the functioning and the success and failure of government, political parties and various 
institutions. 
In contrast, the normative approach is primarily philosophical that tries to explore values and interpreted 
events with the help of norms and moral standards. So, the normative approach is understood as the framework 
of philosophical speculation about values. It is prescriptive and based on ‘what ought to be or should be’. This 
approach is reflected in the works of Leo Strauss. But the problem lies with this approach that ethical values 
are subjected to specific times and circumstances. Hence, it is quite challenging to provide absolute standards 
and values. Unlike the normative approach, the empirical approach believes in the scientific method. It has 
dominated political theory in the twentieth century and rejected value judgment. The empirical approach tries 
to provide value-free theory to make theory more scientific and objective. It has been pointed out that an 
empirical idea is a more reliable method to determine the future course of action. So, it has contributed a lot 


